JPRS 75214 
27 February 1980 


Latin America Report 


No. 2115 





[FBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 








NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names render2d phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Cther unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 








Indexes to this report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell & Howell, Old 
Mansfield Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691. 


Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








$0272 -191 

















4 : i 
REPORT DOCUMENTATION |} REPORT WO) 7554 \* | 
a a or ‘S Report Date 
LATIN AMERICA REPORT, No. 2115 27 February 1980 
6 
7. athe)” 8. Performing Orgenizstion Rept. No 
re Pe: torming ‘Orgenizetion Neme and Address 10. Proyect/Tesk/Work Unit No 
Joint Publications Research Service 


1000 North Glebe Road 
Arlinzton, Virginia 22201 





11. Contrect(C) or Grent(G; No 
(C) 


(G) 





12. Spomvoring Organization Neme end Address 


As above 


13. Type of Report & Period Covered 





14. 








Ss 
15S. Supplementery Notes 





16. Abstract (Limit: 200 words) 


newspapers and periodicals. 


The serial report contains articles on political and sociological developments 
in major areas of Latin America, as reported primarily from Latin American 


Latin American economy, geography, culture, and ethnography. 


It also includes information on major segments of 














17. Document Ansiysis #. Descriptors 
Political Science _* Inter-American Affairs ___Haiti 
Sociology _* argentina X Honduras 
Economics ___ Barbados X Jamaica 
Culture Bolivia ___ Mexico 
Ethnology * Brazil ___ Netherlands 
Technological _ _Chile Antilles 
Geography ___ Colombia _X Nicaragua 
x Costa Rica X Panama 
* Cuba ___ Paraguay 
_* Dominican Republic ___Peru 
___ Ecuador ___Trinidad-Tobago 
_X El Salvador _X Uruguay 
_* Guatemala ___ Venezuela 
b identifiers /Open Ended Terms —ouyana - = St. Kitts 
_x Grenada = éatious 
¢ COSATI Field/Group 5D, SC, 5K _x Belize BAe —————— 
f Sepia 21. No. of 
“Uni im? ted Availability " cnanereie 155 Hs 
Sold by NTIS 20. Security Cless (This Page) Ts oan 
Springfield, Virginia 22161 UNCLASSIFIED 














(See ANSI-Z39 18) 


OPTIONAL FORM 272 (4-77) 
(Formerty NTIS—35) 
Depertment of Commerce 

















JPRS 75214 


27 February 1980 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No. 2115 


CONTENTS 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CELAM Drafts Plan To Curb Cuban Influence in Continent 
(0 GLOBO, 26 Jan so 00.60 60 68.6006b0600006600006 660000006 


Reduction of Commercial Deposits in Central Bark Studied 
(O GLOBO, 22 Jan TP 66 660066006 0606000060 0066660 06 cecenes 


Briefs 


ANTIGUA 


Island 


ARGENTINA 


Briefs 


Expulsion of Montoneros From Uruguay 
Nicaragua-Cuba Trade 


Calls for Preservation of CARICOM 


(ADVOCATE-NEWS, ll Feb BE) cccccccccsecccccccccecoccccsees 


Appointment of IDB Director 
Aeronautical Cooperation With Brazil 
Court Denies Release 

New Israeli Ambassador 

Geothermal Energy 

Appointment of Ambassadors 

New CGT Administrator 

Naval Appointment 

Air Force Delegation 

Arrest of Socialist 

Expulsion of Foreign Citizens 
Magazir~ Closure 

Relatives of Missing Persons Delegation 
Heavy Water Plant 


PAGE 


owwrwrnwuowuowwvowmnoeweaem ow 


— 


*¢@ ¢ [III - LA - 144] 











CONTENTS (Continued) 


BELIZE 


Briefs 
Bank Mission Visits 
Investment Program 


BRAZIL 


Military Support of Figueiredo Analyzed 
(0 ES TADO DE SAO PAULO, 25 Jan Bpehseeesbo00escsecesee 


Text of Manifesto Launching Government Party 
(0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 26 Jan td 6b we 06 800s eben cheeses 


Dif. erences Within PCB Leadership Aired in Press 
(JORNAL DO BRASIL, 3 Feb ods 600060 00666000 6066060668 


Briefs 
PRC Trading Post Negotiations 
Afghanistan Invasion Condemned 


COSTA RICA 


President Carazo Comments on Labor Leaders 
(Radio Reloj, 17 Feb BE) cccccecccccsccoccceccecccceccecs 


Paper Reports on Nicaraguan State Press Control 
(ACAN, 14 Feb DEP 6 00666066660 00 600660 006006 b 060 ee Te eee 


Briefs 
Subsidy for Agriculture 
Cancellation of Station's Permit 
Accusation Considered Vengeance 
Ambassador to Nicaragua 
Red Cross Headquarters 
Fishing Patrol Boat Shortage 


CUBA 


Policy Aims in Greece, Poland, GDR, Spain, Vietnam, Iraq 
(GRANMA, various "ls " ) PPPPPOTETITITTTrreirreirireriririiiT 


Greek Communist Party Delegation 
Polish Communist Party Delegation 
GDR Communist Party Delegation 


obe 


Page 


il 
1l 


12 


15 


22 


33 


33 


34 


35 


36 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 


38 




















CONTENTS (Continued) 


Friendstip With Spain 

SRV Delegation 

Agreements With Iraq, by Marta Jimenez Almira, 
Lucas Correoso Perez 

Iraqi Ambassador Received 

Air Service to Libya, Iraq 


Military Update: Registration, Promotions, Iraqi, 
Syrian Delegations 


(Various sources, various dateS)...cccccccsecescececes 


Military Committees Work Surveyed, by Maria 
Josefa Castro 

Active Military Service Recruiting 

Civil Defense, Corps Promotions, by Irene 
Izquierdo 

New Military Vocational School, by Jose Gabriel 
Guma 

Border Guards Work Evaluated, by Lorenzo Oquendo 

Iraqi Delegation's Activities 

Amity With Iraqis 

Iraqi Military Delegation 

Syrian Military Delegation's Tour 

Syrian Officers’ Visit Summarized 

Children and the Military 


Veteran ‘PRENSA LATINA' Executive Recalls Early Days 


Briefs 


(BOHEMIA, 21 Dec »  PPOTTTPPTITITITIILILirrrirrrerririr 


National Volunteer Work 
Hungarian Delegation 

Soviet Cosmonauts’ Activities 
Grenada Official 

Matanzas Agricultural Pledges 
Hart Announces Program 

Risquet Honors Workers 

Matanzas Projects Completed 
Nicaraguan Labor Leader 

CDR Seminar 

Castro Congratulates Canecutters 
Cooperation With Iraqi Writers 
Risquet Honors Workers 

Better Cattleraising Efforts Urged 


- ¢ = 


Page 


43 














CONTENTS (Continued) 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


"PACOREDO,’ "MORENURE' Secretaries Condemn Soviet Invasion 
(LISTIN DIARIO, 5 Jan Ditendn cbbahs ebdoonke 6006¢06G0ee0 


Government Supported by 14 June Movement via Letter, 
Meeting 
(EL NACIONAL, 2, 7 Jan Be © 6e6b5b0ebe0s bb 00bsbbeobbbee 


Letter to Guzman, Pena 
Meeting Excludes Pena 


UPA Head Sees Jimenez Retirement as High Level Maneuvering 
(EL NACIONAL, 4 Jan BE) 06 60 bb66 6b bb dO ddeCbaoboOCCeOCoOS 


Briefs 
Priest on Communism, Church 


EL SALVADOR 


Correspondent Assesses Threat of Guatemalan Intervention 
(Arqueles Morales; IPS, 15 Feb 80)...seecesseccececeecs 


GRENADA 
Briefs 
Rain Damage 
More Cubans 
Grenadian Sawmill 
GUATEMALA 


Columnist Scores U.S. Policy Toward Central America 
(Antonio Najera Saravia; PRENSA LIBRE, 


13 Feb  ) PRTTTTTTTTITITTLLTLTTTrirTrreeiirrisririririiriririet 


Television Newscast Raps Vice President 
(Radio-Television Guatemala, 12 Feb 80)...csesesesceees 


President Reiterates Support for Press Freedom 
(Guatemala City Domestic Service, 15 Feb 80).....-eee% 


Government Plans Socioeconomic Changes in Quiche 
(PRENSA LIBRE, 13 Feb | PPPrriTriisrTerirrrrrsirriTereTye 





Page 


62 


64 


68 


69 


70 


72 
72 
72 


73 


76 


78 


80 

















CONTENTS (Continued) Page 


Briefs 
Antipolice Propaganda Scored 81 
FUR Not To Participate in Elections 81 


HONDURAS 


Commentary Defends Arrested Nicaraguan Refugees 
(Tegucigalpa Domestic Service, 19 Feb 80)....seeeeee. 82 


Labor Federations Call for Nationalization of Trans- 
nationals 
(Editorial; SULA TIEMPO, ll Feb BE) cosccessocccsecoece 84 


Media Attacked for Contributing to Anarchy 
(Tegucigalpa Domestic Service, 20 Feb 80).......eee0. 86 


Young Officers Oppose Involvement in Politics 
(AFP, 8 Feb De occccec ese ceecesose see esesoeoocoeoees 88 


Briefs 
Warning Against Rigged Elections 90 
Ambassadors To, From Nicaragua 
Ambassador to Mexico 
IDB Loans 


SSs 


JAMAICA 


Premier, Other Officials Vindicated in Robinson Case 
(DALLY GLEANER, 13 Feb  )PPYTTTTITTTTTTTiirrrirsririirTe: 91 


Briefs 
Economic Planning Model 93 
New CARICOM Official 93 


NICARAGUA 


Paper Says Conflict in El Salvador Almost Inevitable 
(Editorial; LA PRENSA, 14 Feb 80)...cecccccecceresees 94 


Ortega Welcomes Cuban Ship, Construction Equipment 
(Radio Sandino, 15 Feb _  PRPPPTTTTITIITrirrirrririre 97 


Government Promises Fulfillment of Peasants’ Demands 
(ACAN, 18 Feb BU) 60 0000 0600606006 600000060006 0s COCee 100 


- e- 














CONTENTS (Continued) Page 


"BARRICADA’ Urges Strong Measures Against Speculation 
(BARRICADA, ll Feb Bs hcdtiawdibeesbbs 640060 000686008 ¢ 102 


Officials Report Problems in Enforcing Prices 
(LA PRENSA, 12 Feb Diisentsebétndeedsaedeadeedecoosséoe 104 


Pastora Discusses Militias’ Role in Interview 
(Radio Sandino, 15 Feb BP ocbe bdeesbeeccecoséeseseoorce 106 


Cattlemen Ask for Increased Meat Prices; Foresee Drop in 
Production 
(Radio Corporacion, 13 Feb 80)....cccececcccccccceses 107 


Price Adjustment Request 
Meat Production Drop 


Junta Creates Institute To Develop Atlantic Seaboard 
(Radio Sandino, 18 Feb Dtséecee cose6eds esenereveeeneneee 109 


Officials Review Agrarian Reform Process 
(BARRICADA, 12 Feb TD) co ccccccccccccccecccccccesoceoce 110 


Commander Arce Notes Importance of Literacy Campaign 
(Sandinista Television Network, 14 Feb 80).....eses0. 113 


Bureaucracy Blocking Small Producers’ Demands 
(Editorial; BARRICADA, 13 Feb BD) cccccccccccccececces 114 


Funding of Small Industry Programs Explained 
(BARRICADA, 12 Feb BO) co ccvccccccccceccceceseccccecoce 116 


Station Praises New Television Channel 
(Managua Domestic Service, 16 Feb 80)...ssseseecseeess 119 


Events Leading to Somoza's Ouster Related 
(N. S. Leonov; LATINSKAYA AMERIKA, Nov-Dec 80)....... 121 


Briefs 
Wheelock Takes Over Farm 138 
Tax on Patrimony 138 
Property Claims Against Government 139 
Guests Arrive for Celebration 139 
Trade With Costa Rica 140 
Mexican Doctors’ Assistance 140 
Energy Conservation Broadcasts 140 
Roving Envoy to Europe 140 


efe« 








CONTENTS (Cont inued) Page 


Shipment From U.S. 140 
Yacht Captured 141 
New Penitentiary Official 141 
Industry Minister on Regional Integration 14i 
Loans to Farmers 141 
People's Pharmacies Created 141 
PANAMA 
Briefs 
Director of Protocol 143 
New CONEP Chairman 143 
ST. KITTS 


Reportage on General Elections 
(Kingston Domestic Service, 18, 19 Feb 80)....ccceceeee 144 


General Elections 

Ruling Party Confident 
Opposition Might Form Coalition 
New Government 


URUGUAY 


Central Bank Compares 1978, 1979 Exports, Imports 
(EL PAIS, 18 Jan  ) PPPPPTPTTTTTreTiTrrerrrerrrrs+pryesprirrs 146 


Briefs 
Air Connection With Morocco 148 
Export of Daily Products 148 
South Atlantic Treaty Proposal 148 
Salary Increase Approve« 148 
Real Wages Decline 148 

















INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CELAM DRAFTS PLAN TO CURB CUBAN INFLUENCE IN CONTINENT 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 26 Jan 80 p 6 


{[Text; wt sleza--The Latin American Bishops Council (CELAM) is drafting 
a special ¢ ‘ion plan for the Catholic Church in Latin America, princi- 
pally for i ©acagua and El Salvador, to prevent or at least reduce the 
influence ~t wba .n the Continent. 


The information was given in Fortaleza yesterday by Cardinal Aloisio 
Lorscheider, delegate of the National Council of Brazilian Bishops (CNBB) 
to the “ELAM, who last weekend returned from a trip to those two cowxtries 
at the request cf CELAM. 


The archbishop of Fortaleza said he also alerted the Vatican to give "very 
special attention to Cential America because there are many things brewing 
there that can have more important repercussions throughout Latin America.’ 
In his opinion, the Church must make its presence felt more in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador where, he observed, “the prublem of iaith is in crisis." 


"Obviously," added the cardinal, “when I speak like that, I am referring 
to the problem of the Church. I am also referring (the Pope has reiter- 
ated that very much) to the problem of intensifying the faith in the 
times in which we live, which are new times; times of wew challenges 
where, of course, the social problem occupies first place; because today, 
thank God, everyone is becoming more aware of the rights that are their 
due as individuals. So it is obvious that that is going to bring about 

a profound transformation in man's manner of being and of living today. 
And there, the Church must make ics »~resence felt to prevent those people, 
from creating conditions for death instead of conditions for their own 
life. 


Inf luence 
Dom Aloisio explained that the danger of Cupan influence in the Latin 


American continent pertains to Marxism, “not as an economic system but 
primarily because of its atheism." 











According to him, his admonition to the Vatican pertained only to the 
religious aspect “although the economic side must also be watched closely 
because of its implications in the social area." 


Accerding to the cardinal, the Vatican alone will not be able to do much 
to neutralize Cuba's Marxist influence in Latin America and tis job be- 
longs primarily to those who live in the continent. 


State Versus Church 


In the opinion cf the archbishop, the relations between the Church and 
state in Brazil are “very good" and the statement that "they are engaged 
in a constant power dispute” does not make any sense. 


He added that Christians should not concern themselves about Church-State 
relations “because state-people relations are much more important. If 
the state ir at the service of the people, obvicusly, the Church is also.’ 


"The objections of the Church," he concluded, “many times pertain to 
states that do not properly fulfill their duties to achieve the common 
welfare." 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


REDUCTION OF COMMERCIAL DEPOSITS IN CENTRAL BANK STUDIED 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 22 Jan 80 p 18 


[Text] Brasilia--The new president of the Central Bank, Carlos Geraldo 
Langoni, acknowledged in an interview yesterday that he is studying the 
possibility of reducirg; the level of compulsory deposits by commercial 
banks in the Central Bank, currently set at 35 percent of "on demand" 
deposits. 


He pointed out, however, that there is still nothing definite on the 
matter, which has to be analyzed very carefully. 


Langoni believes that the goal of a variation of monetary correction of 
45 percent and of exchange devaluation of 40 percent this year will be 
achieved because “the government now has control of the causes of the 
inflationary process." In addition to the reduction of the public 
deficit, the subsidies and wage policy, “which reconciles price control 
with the social aspect," he observed that all that was needed was to 
break the trend of inflationary expectations and give society a broader 
harizon, which was done with the establishment of those parameters. 


The 50 percent limit set for monetary expansion, according to Langoni, 
should not be a factor restraining economic growth because it was es- 
tablished "taking into account the maintenance of an adequate level of 
liquidity and credit, sufficient to maintain a satisfactory growth rate.” 
Because he believ-s that that limit is “perfectly compatible" with the 
other goals of tl« government, Langoni does not believe it will have 

to be revised during the year. At the same time, he observed that it 
will be necessary "to implement the monetary budget, which will be es- 
pecially important this year, with greater exactness than in the past.” 


But the policy of the Central Bank president "is to combat inflation 
without causing a recession," he asserted. 


According to Langoni, the Central Bank is going to continue to act in 
coordination with the specific directives of the Finance Ministry "and 














the broader guidelines of the Planning Secretary of the presidency of 
the republic. He considers that coordination to be basic for the 
speedy and coordinated implementation of the different government 
policies." 


The new president of the Central Bank said also that "Brazilian society 
has the energy and creativity to curb inflation without sacrificing 
economic growth, to promote development without losing sight of the 
greater objective of social justice, and to cope with the economic 
restrictions of current times without altering the process of consol- 
idating the democratic bases of our political system." 


The attendance at the ceremony of installation of Langoni as president 
of the Central Bank was greater than that of Eduardo Carvalho as secre- 
tary general of the Finance Ministry. In addition to Ernane Galveas, 
who transferred the position to him, there were the ministers of plan- 
ning, Delfim Netto, of agriculture, Amaury Stabile, and of Interior, 
Mario Andreazza. 


Also present were the presidents of the Bank of Brazil, Oswaldo Golin; 
of the Federal Savings Bank, Gil Macieira; of the Federal Senate, Luiz 
Vianna Filho; of the Chamber of Deputies, Flavio Marcilio; the director 
general of the Public Service Administration Department (DASP), Jose 
Carlos Soares Freire; and the governor of Ceara, Virgilio Tavora; in 
addition to scores of businessmen, especially those connected wita the 
financial sector. 


The absence of the minister of industry and commerce, Camilo Penna, 
whose name was mentioned in Langoni'’s speech, caused some comment but 
he arrived at the end of the ceremony when the congratulations offered 
to the new president had been completed. Camilo Penna explained, how- 
ever, that he had been with President Figueiredo, accompanying Ford 
world president Philip Caldwell. 


New Director 


The “basic point" of the actions of the new director of the banking area 
of the Central Bank, Antonio Chagas Meireles, who was installed yester- 
day together with the new president of the institution, Curlos Geraldo 
Langoni, will be to reduce the cost of middleman financing without detri- 
ment to the efficiency of the system. 


He said that he was assuming the directorship with the monetary budget 
already practically established. However, he observed that reduction 
of the costs of the financing system within the policy of containing 
interest rates will be his principal task. 


The president of the Bank of Brazil, Oswaldo Colin, confirmed the ap- 
pointment of Jose Luiz Miranda, former vice president of the Bank of 

the State of Rio de Janeiro (BANERJ) as director of financing control 
of that institution, replacing Antoni Chagas Meirelles. 


8711 
CSO: 3001 4 























INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


EXPULSION OF MONTONEROS FROM URUGUAY--The decision to expel four Argen- 
tine subversives has just been made. They are members of the Montoneros 
Movement who have been detained in the Libertad prison since 1977. One 
of them is the well-known pianist Miguel Ange’ Estrella. The resoluticn 
to expel them from Uruguay was issued by the Supreme Military Court, 
from which we will now provide a more detailed report through our mobile 
unit No 1: [Begin relay] Those expelled from Uruguayan territory along 
with Miguel Angel Estrella (Avila) are Jaime Luis Braconi (Ocero), 
(Luisiana Amparo Olivera Eraisof) and Raquel Olazo (Encuchi). After 
deliberating for over 2 and 1/2 hours, the Supreme Military Court made 
this decision. As will be remembered, these four members of the Argen- 
tine Montoneros Movement were detained in December 1977, when they tried 
to form a branch of their organization here in Montevideo. [Excerpt] 
[PY121702 Montevideo Radio El Espectador Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 

12 Feb 80 PY] 


NICARAGUA-CUBA TRADE--Nicaraguan Foreign Trade Minister Alejandro Martinez 
Cuenca concluded today a week-long visit to Cuba. Prior to his departure he 
said that his taiks with Cuban officials had highly positive results. [Text] 
[PA191341 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish (Channel 3) 
0400 GMT 12 Feb 80 PA] 

















ANT IGUA 


ISLAND CALLS FOR PRESERVATION OF CARICOM 
FL142220 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Feb 80 p 3 FL 


[Excerpts] Castries, St Lucia, 10 Feb (CANA)--Antigua last week circulated 
a paper to delegations at a CARICOM foreign ministers meeting here calling 
on them to agree that the preservation of CARICOM should take priority over 
relations with all Third World countries or groups of countries. 


The paper deals with the preservation of the regional integration movement 
and the effect of ideological pluralism on CARICOM with special reference 
to positions adopted in movements such as the non-aligned grouping. 


The 10-page document also urges the ministers to agree that ideology need 
not be a barrier to the strengthening of the mechanisms of CARICOM to ensure 
the economic and political well-being of the region. It also suggests mem- 
ber states practice an ideology of Caribbean unity in extra-regional rela~ 
tions. 


It called on them to reaffirm their determination to achieve maximum unity, 
under the umbrella of CARICOM, in the economic and political relations at 
the international level. 


Antigua claimed that while member states continuously affirmed a commitment 
to integration within the framework of CARICOM, actions were being taken by 
some governments which relegated the CARICOM relationship to a lower priority 
than relations with Third World countries. 


"Despite the stated commitment to avoid block entanglements and a further 
commitment to preserve the independence of the movement, in keeping with 
the 10 principles adopted at the Belgrade Summit (of 1961), some members 

of the nonaligned movement are clearly aligned to one or other of the power 
blocks in military and economic terms," the paper said. 


It said that the division in the movement was evident during the recent 
vote in the United Nations General Assembly on a resolution introduced in 
the name of the nonaligned countries. 





"The current chairman of the nonaligned group, Cuba, supported by non- 
aligned members Vietnam, Afghanistan and Grenada, was among those countries 
which voted against the nonaligned resolution directed at the USSR, a super- 
mower with which Cuba and Vietnam and the present government of Afghanistan 
have obvious military and economic alignments," Antigua said. 


It added thac the disagreement in the movement was also fairly clear at the 
1979 summit in Havana when there were two views on the movement's direction 
for the future. 


The paper said that there was a “clear difference" in the actions and public 
statements of some states. It referred to the decision by Guyana and Jamaica 
to seek a close association with COMECON, (the eastern bloc's trading organi- 
zation) without consulting CARICOM states. 


"A joint CARICOM approach to relations with COMECON would appear to be in 
harmony with the concept that the CARICOM relationship takes priority over 
relations with Third World countries," the paper said. 


It also referred to Grenada's recognition of the Polisario Front as the 
government of westerzm Sahara despite the decision by the last CARICOM for- 
eign ministers conference in which Grenada took part to do no more than 
note that CARICOM countries had in the past supported a United Nations 
resolution reaffirming the inalienable right of the people of that terri- 
tory to self determination, and agree that CARICOM countries should continue 
to support the efforts of the Organization of Africa: Unity to achieve a 
just and equitable solution to the dispute. The paper said too that there 
had been division among independent CARICOM states in the voting pattern in 
the UN ind referred to the recent vote on Afghanistan and the resolution 
linking Zionism with racism as examples. 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


APPOINTMENT OF IDb DIRECTOR--Buenos Aires, 12 Feb (AFP)--It was reported 
here today that Christian Zimmermann, former vice president of the 
Argentine Central Bank, has been appointed IDB executive director for 
Argentina and Chile. [PY132112 Paris AFP in Spanish 0318 GMT 13 Feb 80 
PY] 


AERONAUTICAL COOPERATION WITH BPAZIL--Gen Hipolito Mariani, chief of 
air force materiel, who headed an Argentine military mission to Brazil, 
has returned to Argentina. He has announced that there is a possibility 
of establishing a system for cooperation in military aeronautics with 
Brazil for the purpose of designing and building an airplane. [PY121753 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 10 Feb 80 p 7 PY] 


COURT DENIES RELEASE--The First Federal Criminal Court has confirmed a 
judge's decision which denied a request that Ana Maria Blanca Audisio de 
Quiroga be permitted to exercise the option of leaving the country. She 
is under arrest in accordance with the state of siege and at the dis- 
posal of the national executive branch. [PY121753 Buenos Aires LA NACION 
in Spanish 9 Feb 80 p 4 PY] 


NEW ISRAELI AMBASSADOR--Buenos Aires, 13 Feb (TELAM)--The Argentine 
Government has granted the appropriate approval for the appointment of 
Dov B. Schmorak as the new Israeli ambassador to Argentina. [PY142050 
Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 0205 GMT 14 Feb 80 PY] 


GEOTHERMAL ENERGY--Buenos Aires, 12 Feb (TELAM)--Energy Secretary Daniel 
Brunella announced that Argentina will invest $12.5 million in exploring 
for geothermal resources in the country during the period 1980-84. He 
said that the mountainous territory to be explored has been divided into 
seven regions covering 12 provinces. [PY130220 Buenos Aires TELAM in 
Spanish 2225 GMT 12 Feb 80 PY] 


APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADORS--The Argentine ambassador to Venezuela, Juan 
Ramon Aguirre Lanari, has been named concurrent ambassador to the Bahamas 
and Barbados; and Enrique Florencio Lupiz has been named ambassador to 
Morocco, [PY122319 Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 12 Feb 80 p 4 PY] 














NEW CGT ADMINISTRATOR--Buenos Aires, 11 Feb (NA)--Col Jose Lagomarsino de 
Leon has been appointed to administrate the affairs of the dissolved 
General Labor Confederation (CGT). [PY122319 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS 
ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2250 GMT 11 Feb 80 PY] 


NAVAL APPOINTMENT--Buenos Aires, 6 Feb (TELAM)--Vice Adm Jorge I. Anaya 
has assumed his duties as tiie new naval chief of staff, replacing Vice 
Adm Antonio Vanek. [PY061755 buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1710 GMT 

6 Feb 80 PY] 


AIR FORCE DELEGATION--Buenos Aires, 5 Feb (NA)--An Argentine air force 
delegation headed by Gen Hipolito Pariani, commander of air force 
materiel, has departed for Brazil on a mission to study the possibility 
of cooperation in aeronautics between the two countries. This mission 
will pave the way for the l-week visit to Brazil which the Argentine air 
force commander, Gen Omar Graffigna, will make on 3 March 1980. [{PY061755 
Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 174) GMT 2 Feb 80 PY] 


ARREST OF SOCIALIST--In accordance with the national security law, Jorge 
Eduardo Saenz has been placed in preventive custody. Saenz, a member 

of the self-styled Workers Socialist Party, was found with pamphlets and 
a notebook containing alleged plans for agitation at the recently closed 
University of Lujan. [PY042103 Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 2 Feb 80 
p 4 PY] 


EXPULSION OF FOREIGN CITIZENS--The executive branch has issued two 
decrees by which it orders the expulsion of Bolivi~s citizen Ruben Ramos 
Alhuacho and/or Ruben Falio Ramos Ayhuacho and/or Ruben Felix Ramos 
Ayhuacho, and Uruguayan citizen Hilario Atilio Alarcon Lang. This 
measure was taken for security reasons. [PY042103 Buenos Aires LA NACION 
in Spanish 2 Feb 80 p 8 PY] 


MAGAZINE CLOSURE--Union Publishing House has decided to cease publica- 
tion of the magazine CONFIRMADO, which carried public information and 
political commentaries. The last issue was published on Thursday. This 
weekly magazine was directed temporarily by Miguel Briante, who replaced 
Horacio Agulla, who was murdered last year. [PY042103 Buenos Aires LA 
PRENSA in Spanish 2 Feb 80 p 5 PY] 


RELATIVES OF MISSING PERSONS DELEGATION--Buenos Aires, 7 Feb (NA)--A 
group of relatives of missing persons usually known as "The Plaza de Mayo 
Mothers" went to Government House today to deliver a petition to see the 
nation's president. The petition was not presented because the group 

was not allowed to enter the office of the president's private secretary, 
a government palace source reported. According to the same source, a 
small delegation stepped forward from the larger group which waited in 
Piaza de Mayo for the delegation to return and report results. The 
source said that the delegation asked co enter the building to go to the 
office of the president's private secretary, but it was explained to them 

















that they could not do so and that they could leave the petition at the 
reception desk. The disgruntled delegation chose not to leave the peti- 
tion and walked away followed by the group that stayed behind. There were 
no incidents. [Text] [PY080204 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in 


Spanish 2138 GMT 7 Feb 80 PY] 


HEAVY WATER PLANT--Winterthur, Switzerland, 25 Jan (TELAM)--A spokesman 
for Ther Sulzer Company has confirmed that the company has sold Argentina 
a plant to produce heavy water. The sale was made with the authorization 
of the Swiss Government and in accordance with IAEA regulations. 
[PY290018 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 2230 GMT 25 Jan 80 PY] 
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BRIEFS 


BANK MISSION VISITS--The director of projects for the Caribbear. Development 
Bank, Mr (Louis B. Campbell), is visiting Belize. He arrived here today 
accompanied by the assistant director of agriculture for the regional bank. 
Today they met with Prenier Price, officials of the Development Plann‘ng 
Corporation and officials in the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry. Discussions centered on government's live- 
stock industry, development policy and related problems. [FL190155 Belize 
City Domestic Service *~ English 0100 GMT 19 Feb 80 FL] 


INVESTMENT PROGRAM--An official of the United Nations Development Program, 

Mr (Robert Johnson), is in Belize to look at the World Bank's proposal 

being considered by government to undertake a multimillion dollar invest- 
ment program. Mr (Johnson), who arrived in Belize today, has been contracted 
by the UN Development Program from a Puerto Rican consulting firm. He will 
be in Belize for about 2 weeks. [FL190155 Belize City Domestic Service 

in English 0100 GMT 19 Feb 80 FL] 
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BRAZIL 


MILITARY SUPPORT OF FIGUEIREDO ANALYZED 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Jan 80 p 3 


[Text] Brasilia--In the midst of the discussion about whether the 

November municipal elections will or will not be held, the discussion 

about the return of direct elections for governors and other aspects of 

the political opening, the reorganization of the parties, and at the 

same time the fight against inflation and ministerial changes resulting 
from the death of Petronio Portella and the discharge of Karlos Rischbieter, 
suddenly somebody remembered to ask: "And what about the military?" 


"The military are doing well, thank you," replies the presidential palace 
through its principal spokesmen, observing that never since the beginning 
of the revolutionary process in 1964 has the country experienced such a 
natural, easy and effective climate in terms of the relations between the 
government and the so-called "System" (an expression that most of the 
presidential aides do not accept). 


In the official version, General Joao Figueiredo has not only the full 
support of his power base, expressed by his three military ministers, 
but the trust and support of the whole military establishment in carry- 
ing out his administrative, political, social and economic plan, without 
splits, deliberations or military inteiference. 


As a matter of fact, unless proven to the contrary, that is what actually 
prevails, according even to noncommitted observers and even those unfriend- 
ly to or critical of the government. While Castello Branco had obstacles 
and permanent sources of crisis in Costa e Silva and the so-called “hard- 
line," his successor similarly faced the converse, the opposition and the 
erosive action directed against him by the Castello group, then ostracized, 
as well as by the "hard-line," and even General Afonso Albuquerque Lima's 
nationalist sector. With Costa e Silva prevented from continuing to 

govern because of illness, the armed forces became excited, be it by the 
usurpation of power effected by the three military ministers, who immedi- 
ately perceived that they did not have the solidarity of the military es- 
tablishment, or by the singular succession process that raised General 
Garrastzu Medici to the position of chief executive. The latter did not 
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face much disagreement or dissension because from the outset he relin- 
quis:.cd his military authority, transferring it to the System in the 
person of Army Minister General Orlando Geisel, and governing according 
the most arbitrary and exceptional parameters ever seen during the revo- 
lution. Even so, at the end of 4 years and 4 months, he encountered the 
pressure of the so-called Castellist group which imposed the candidacy 
of General Ernesto Geisel on him. In power, despite his authoritarian 
spirit, the brother of the former army minister became involved in a 
series of clashes and conflicts never before witnessed between a presi- 
dent and his power base, reaching the point of discharging an army com- 
mander, General Ednardo D'4villa Mello and later an almost armed clash 
with the army minister, General Sylvio Frota. As much as a struggle 

for power, a doctrinal dispute was being waged regarding whether the 
president of the republic in a military regime, appointed the military, 
was or not obliged to give them an accounting of everything and to act 
according to their thinking. In the end, Geisel won; he did not consult 
with the System in the selection of General Figueiredo as his successor, 
but the military group that advocated precisely that position--the dis- 
association of government matters from political and economic problems-- 
also won. 





Today, and not only by the strength of his ideas, but also by support he 
receives from General Walter Pires, Admiral Maximiano da Fonseca and 
Brigadier Delio Jardim de Mattos, the president can be considered an 
exception in the gallery of his predecessors. He has not been contested; 
he fully exercises the constitutional command of chief of the armed 
forces, and even in practice acts as a sort of defense minister; and 
especially, he has the military support base at his rearguard "for what- 
ever may come." For the time being, what has come is democracy and the 
opening, and it was not without surprise that early last year the nation 
witnessed, as the government announced what would have seemed revolu- 
tionarily and militarily inconceivable: an almost broad and unrestricted 
amnesty, the return to the country of old leaders such as Luis Carlos 
Prestes, Miguel Arraes, Leonel Brizola and others, without anything hap- 
pening. Obviously, before forwarding the amnesty plan to congress, 
Figueiredo, felt out, sounded and even asked his ministers to consult 
their respective areas, but at no time to subordinate himself to any 
imposition or to prompt retreats but only to smooth the way and avoid 
obstacles. 





The great phenomenon of the situation, therefore, to be dissected and 
analyzed much more deeply in the future is to learn why the military, 
have gone quickly from an aggressive, managerial, and tutelary position 
of a few years back to a “natural, easy and effective" position in terms 
of political strategy. 


In the first place, it may have been because they felt exhausted in their 
attempt by force of their own strength to see the great national probicms 
resolved, a position that only eroded their image among the people. After 
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all, they were viewed, as an institution, as the holders of power when 
in reality only a few leaders haa influence and enjoyed that power, at 
a time when the great mass continued to be sacrificed, sidelined and 
forced to carry a heavy burden. In the streets, the beaches, the work- 
shops, schools and offices, everyone pointed cto them as responsible for 
the high cost of living, for the lack of freedom, for censorship, for 
the chronic problems of always and even for excess rain or drought. It 
may be that, as a countermeasure, they have reached the conclusion that 
subversion has been defeated or at least reduced to its lowest common 
denominator because of the action they carried out and for that reason 
the chapter of their ostensible presence in the forefront of pub'ic 
life in areas that do not directly affect them has ended. It may be 
also that they have refined their institutional and political views 

and even reached the conclusion that democracy is still tre best of the 
Systems and that, therefore, it is worthwhile fighting for it or con- 
tributing to seeing that it is established. Another possibility may be 
that the leadership exercised by General Joao Figueiredo directly or 
through his ministers has achieved such a degree of efficiency, with 
nothing out of phase, that the present times merely reflect it: mono- 
lithic, however, detached from ideologies or doctrines. 


It can be many things more, or all of those things together, but the 

fact is that the military, slowly and without anone noticing it have 

left the scene. At least the scene alien to them because they are 
present in the area that is proper to them, and it would even be well 

if they do not leave it. The unprecedented thing, or perhaps to use a 
more bland term, the surprise lies in the fact that crises occur, strikes 
and social outburst take place, ministers are discharged and ministers 
are summoned, broad reforms are organized and put into effect, policies 
are altered or rectified in the economic, social and institutional areas, 
and unlike years past, the System remains standing at attention, without 
even any vexation or typical reaction, let alone pronouncements, inter- 
ventions and pressure. In short, the reply does not seem to be only that 
of the presidential palace but of all society, when asked about the mili- 
tary: "They are doing well, thank you." 
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BRAZIL 


TEXT OF MANIFESTO LAUNCHING GOVERNMENT PARTY 





Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 26 Jan 80 p 6 


[Text] Brasilia--"Our purpose is to form a party organization that will 
defend the reform and transformation. Our doctrine is social democracy. 
Our objective is to gain power via the vote to implement cur program in 
a social state of law. Our party action will not be subordinated to 
ideological pressures of the right or the left." The document advocates 
a new agrarian policy, with the breakup of the nonproductive large land- 
holdings. 


That is one of the passages of the manifesto launching the Social Demo- 
cratic Party (PDS), a 12-typewritten-page document released to the press 
at 1730 hours yesterday by the future leaders of the organization, 
Senator Jose Sarney and Deputy Prisco Viana. 


Since 0830 hours yesterday, they had met in the office of the president 
of the senate, Luiz Vianna Filho, who is in Salvador together with his 
aides and typists, to adapt the manifusto to the latest suggestions made 
the day before yesterday by President Joao Figueiredo pertaining to jus- 
tice, urban violence, the deprived minorities and youth. 





After speaking to the press, Sarney embraced Prisco, telling him: "It 
was a war." Turning to the reporters, Prisco said: “We have overcome 
the most important stage, which was that of doctrinal definition." And 
he concluded, addressing the reporters: "Memberships are open.” 


According to the Bahia deputy, the launching program has been formulated, 
“now we have to wait for the support of the people for the proposals that 
have just been made. We are certain that we offer a program capable of 
satisfying the most diverse strata of Brazilian society." 


As he handed the document to a score of reporters, photographers and 
cameramen who squeezed into his office, Sarney emphasized his "concern 
about the social sector and the adherence of the PDS to social democracy 
the state of law, which not only insure the objective freedoms but guaran- 
tee the right of Brazilians against hunger, disease, poverty and illiter- 
acy. That will be the banner of our carty." 
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He confirmed that at 1500 hours on the 29th, the committee of represen- 
tatives from the federal parliamentary blocs of the PDS, as weli as the 
former National Renewal Alliance (ARENA) members who supplied suggestions 
for the document will meet in Brasilia to prepare the program which “will 
be the consolidation of our doctrinal principles." He announced also 
that on that occasion various committees will be established, devoted to 
preparing each chapter of the program, comprising the economic, social, 
political, educational and cultural sectors. The work of those commit- 
tee will be reviewed by the final drafting committee. 


Approved 


President Joao Figueiredo by telephone approved the final draft of the 
manifesto establishing the Social Democratic Party, with the incorpora- 
tion of the details expressly requested of the party command by him, 
stressing the defense of the deprived minorities. 


Senator Jose Sarney arrived at the Presidential Palace at about 1515 
hours with the final text of the ™*uifesto in his hand and met with 
Minister Golbery do Couto - Siiva for half hour since, as happens every 
Friday, the president of the republic remained working all day in the 
Torto Grange official residence. So the manifesto was read to General 
Fugueiredo from Golbery's office in a long telephone call. jihis time 
he approved it in its entirety. An hour later the text was released to 
the press. 


"The State Must Guarantee Social Rights" 
Following is the full text of the manifesto launching the PDS: 


Brazil today is among the ten major economies of the world. We have 
broken down the walls of backwardness and are beginning to live the 
dream of our great national plan. 


The complexity of the country now demands the existence of strong polit- 
ical institutions capable of operating a great nation democratically, 
forming an open and pluralistic society desirous of insuring progress 
with freedom. 


Much has been done but obviously much still remains to be done. 


Our times demand strategic and tactical corrections to respond to the 
desire for reforms that will stabilize the republican and federative 
institutions and promote development without distorting the historic 
profile of the nation and guarantee civil liberties, human rights and 
the harmony of the different sectors of the population; 


Reforms that in a courageous and realistic manner will face the serious 
problems of land use, the rural exodus, urban life, public security, 
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low-income housing, education, health, welfare, the social minorities, 
income distribution, consumer protection, the preservation of nature, 
the quality of life, the investigation and creation of national tech- 
nology, the exploitation of mineral resources and the democratization 
of cultural assets. 


Our vocation of peace and freedom are a historical constant. Today we 
number 100 million inhabitants, speaking the same language, without re- 
ligious or racial conflicts, with wide economic successes and broad 
social progress. 


In order to insure the continuity of that vocation, we have gathered 
in a gesture of idealism to found a party that will be the expression 
of those aspirations. 


A modern party must qualify itself through ideas, to link the electorate 
and the elected, to become the intermediary of aspirations, transforming 
them into government decisions. In order to do so, it needs doctrine, 
organization and leadership that, in an integrated system, are capable 
of generating and administering powe~. 





We do not want a party made in offices or laboratories, or representa- 
tive of minorities but one supported on popular bases, built from the 
bottom up. Nor do we want an ideological, dogmatic party. We want, 
rather, a party of ideas. Through the identity of purposes, we have 
deep roots in the past. Our links are with a future, our commitment 
is to all Brazilians, regardless of their origins and positions. 


Our party belongs in the line of tradition of the great democratic par- 
ties that made the greatest gains of mankind, built and sustained the 
right not only to subjective freedoms but the social rights and guaran- 
tees against hunger, fear, disease, unemployment, poverty, religious 
persecution and the violation of the privacy of the citizens; democra- 
cies that fight to eliminate injustice without destroying freedom. 


Our purpose is the formation of a political organization that will de- 
fend the reforms and transformation. Our doctrine is social democracy. 
Our objective is to gain power via the vote to implement our program in 
a social state of law. Our party action will not be subordinated to 
ideological pressures of the right or the left. 


We defend the principle that the state is the instrument of society and 
not the reverse. The true state of law does not exclusively embody sub- 
jective freedoms in an abstract view of the individual. Rather, it is 

the regime that insures social rights as the imperative duty of the state. 


The Social Democratic Party holds the people, the expression of national 
sovereignty, as the agent and object of all its political action. 
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Doctrinal Commitments 


To achieve those objectives, the Social Democratic Party, is inspired by 
democratic principles, pledging to fight for an open and pluralistic 
society founded on tolerance and dialog, in which all will have the 
right to participate in the decisions that affect national life and to 
question and oversee the acts of public administration. The doctrine 
that will govern party action aims at a more just social order, insti- 
tuted on the participation of all, without hegemony of classes, with 
the adoption of an economic policy that will promote the fair distribu- 
tion of income, eliminate the serious regional imbalances in the enjoy- 
ment of resources, and provide for the social welfare of all Brazilians 
as the ultimate aim of productive activity. 


It is with that unshakable conviction that the Social Democratic Party 
proposes: 


In the Political Area 


1. To guarantee basic human rights for everyone irrespective of his 
social condition, creed, race, color or ideology. To hold civilly and 
criminally responsible anyone who violates basic freedoms to the detri- 
ment of the rights of third parties, the interests of society and the 
security of the state. 


2. To create an election system that will insure the legitimacy of 
political representation, based on the free, independent and conscien- 
tious exercise of the vote, with periodicity of terms and alternation 
of parties in power. 


3. To maintain fidelity to republican and federative institutions 
based on the separation and harmony of powers, autonomy of the states 
and municipalities, whose governors and mayors must be elected by 
direct vote. 


4. To consider the legislature the greatest of the liberal institutions. 
Its prerogatives are above any others because they are directly derived 
from the sovereignty of the people. 


In the Economic Area 


l. To strengthen private enterprise, the synonym of economic democracy. 
Business freedom must be insured. The state will intervene in the econ- 
omy to preserve the national interest in proven, essential cases to in- 
sure free competition, combat speculation, exploitation, monopoly or any 
othe form of abus of economic power. 


2. To strengthen small and medium business, which must be given priority 
in economic policy by the granting of credit, enhancement of the skills 
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of human resources, and transfer of technology to improve its perforn- 
ance. Industrial policy must be directed toward insuring that the ver- 
tical development of big business does not threaten the participation 
of small and medium business in the national economy. 


3. To give strong support to national business so that it can cope with 
foreign competition and thus avoid the threat of absorption in view of 
the presence and action of the multinational companies. 


4. To promote the defense of the consumer through supervision that will 
prevent the distortion of prices and insure the good quality of products. 


5. To support an agrarian policy with the regularization of land, the 
breakup of nonproductive large landholdings, and their distribution to 
landless farmers, remanagement of minifarms and the stren~thening of 
small and medium rural business and the extension of farm credit to ail 
farmers. 


6. To fight for a policy of tenant farming that protects the rural worker 
from speculators, land grabbers or the abuse of economic groups. 


7. To establish a policy of accelerated development of ocean resources 
and their rational exploitation as an irreplaceable source of wealth. 
The fishing occupation must be encouraged, seeking the improvement of 
the life of the fishermen. 


8. To give priority to agriculture and livestock raising with the ap- 
plication and stimulus of lines of credit, farm crop insurance, minimum 
price policy, and the generation and transfer of technology. 


9. To maintain an energy policy that has as a priority option alcohol 
and other alternative sources of energy. Nuclear energy must be used 
only for peaceful purposes. 


10. To defend an economic policy that will prevent the concentration of 
the financial system, will favor the creation of private regional banks 
for the purpose of democratizing credit, without privileges. 


ll. To protest the small investor and the minority stockholders as well 
as to promote the constant improvement of the income tax system. 


12. To insure preferential treatment for the Amazon and Northeast regions 
through the appraisal of its human and natural resources and improvement 
of local living conditions. 


13. To defend legislation protecting and supporting the deprived minor- 
ities, needy minors, homesteaders, slum dwellers, Indians and other groups 
lacking satisfactory living conditions. 
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In the Social Area 


1. To guarantee workers the purchasing power of wages, union freedom 
and freedom of association, fair minimum wage, unemployment insurance, 
participation in the profits of the businesses and also in their manage- 
ment, as well as priority of access to the stock of state enterprises to 
be converted to private enterprises. 


2. To defend the right to strike as a legitimate form of pressure, with 
the inviolability of union assemblies, but proscribing the use of vio- 
lent methods violative of the freedom to work. 


3. To imsure access to education as an irreplaceable means of preparing 
everyone to exercise social and political life; a system of student 
scholarships complementary to the official network; education directed 
toward development and the actual situation in the labor market, with 
fair salaries for teachers. 


4. To give priority to culture. To promote a program of incentives for 
the arts and letters, especially for editorial production, for the na- 
tional art market, dissemination of the theater and the cinema, protec- 
tion of craftsmanship, popular culture and defense of the national 
heritage through the preservation of the historic and artistic patrimony. 


5. To extend the options of leisure, establishing sports fields in the 
interior. To encourage competitions, the creation of cultural, reading 
and recreational centers. 


6. To expand and improve the programs for retirement, health and social 
assistance, aid to maternity, children, the elderly and the unfortunate. 


7. To improve living conditions, especially in the urban complexes, in 
which the deprivation of broad segments of the population leads to vio- 
lence. 


8. To reorganize urban space and encourage the increased application of 
land use laws. 


9. To direct housing policy priority toward the low-income population 
with segments intended for young couples, the elderly, the sick and dis- 
abled. Rental policy, especially for people with low purchasing power, 
must protect the renter against arbitrariness and speculation. 


10. To implement urban transportation policy in such a way as to better 
attend to low-income people. 


ll. To prevent and combat the pollution of the air, water and the soil 
in all its forms. 
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Conclusion 


The Brazilian youth are the greatest and best capital we possess. Their 
task is to build the future. We must guarantee them the right to partic- 
ipate, to express opinions, to discuss, differ and support. 


The equal rights of women must be made a reality through the broadening 
of opportunities within society. 


The military establishment is eminently national and nonpartisan, depen- 
dent on the political institutions, subordinated to the chief of state. 
The respect and prestige of the armed forces and their enhancement are 
predominant objectives, providing them with the conditions for modern- 
ization and training so that they may proceed in their patrictic mission 
as defenders of the national sovereignty and the guarantee of democratic 
institutions. 


The Judiciary Branch will be assured the conditions necessary for the 
speedy apportioning of justice within the framework of the union and 

the states, with its organs adapted to the demands of the social environ- 
ment and with deserved remuneration for its members. 


Democracy will not be real without the freedom of information and it will 
not be exercised unless that freedom is guaranteed to all communications 
media. 


The foreign policy of Brazil must continue to be based on peace, negoti- 
ation and noninterference in the internal affairs of other countries, 
without automatic ties and alinements. 


All political effort will fall into a vacuum if we do not have the 
greater invocation that man as a creature of God has a superior des- 
tiny. Industrial society created a system of life that concerns it- 
self more with the quantity of goods than with spiritual values. 


The Social Democratic Party will fight for man in his human and social 
dimension. It will seek to reconcile individual freedum with social 
freedom and in this synthesis create a social state of law. 


Democracy is a system that does not work with absolute truths hor with 
perfect formulas. Policy is a dynamics that is transformed in time and 
space. It was that spirit of adaption that caused liberal idzas to 
reach our times as the only way of life capable of achieving the pursuit 
of happiness. 


We believe that hatred, violence and resentment do not achieve anything. 


The Social Democratic Party will be the party of reform and transformation. 
Its action will be carried out in peace, nonviolence, freedom and social 
democracy. 
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BRAZIL 


DIFFERENCES WITHIN PCB LEADERSHIP AIRED IN PRESS 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 3 Feb 80 p 8 


[Text] With the passing of the festive atmosphere surrounding the return 
home of its leaders, the Brazilian Communist Party (PCB) faces the threat of 
a new split caused by the differences between Secretary General Luis Carlos 
Prestes and the majority of the Central Committee. According to one of its 
members, former Deputy Hercules Correa, there is no way to characterize 
those differences "because Comrade Prestes has never clarified them before 
our committee." 


He finds the change in Luis Carlos Prestes'behavior strange, pointing out 
that “he always voted in favor of all the political and other resolutions 
at our meetings when we were abroad.” 


In the collegium of leaders of the PCB, the secretary general is accused of 
having reneged on the resolutions of the sixth congress -- the last one held 
by the communists, in 1967 -- which adopted the policy of a democratic front 
as a means of achieving the convening of a Constituent Assembly, and of 
wanting to lead them into a leftist adventure. They make it clear also that 
the sought for legalization of the PCB and its transformation into ao mass 
party is incompatible with the continuance of Luis Carlos Prestes as secretary 
general. 


The invasion of Afghrnistan by the Soviet Union is the only point on which 
the members of the Central Committee hold a position coinciding with that of 
Luis Carlos Prestes. In their opinion, the Soviets rendered "their prompt 
military aid to the government and people of Afghanistan against the attacks 
of the mercenary groups trained by the CIA," and U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
"is trying to use the case to torpedo the policy of international detente, 
resume the arms race and revive tue cold-war atmosphere and war hysteria.” 


Challenge 


Existence of the Prestes problem is clear in the invitation made to the 
secretary general to explain his differences before the central Committee 
and in the statements of Hercules Correa, who in the name of his PCB 
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Central Committee comrades has just discredited the positions assumed by 
Luis Carlos Prestes. 


In addition to former Deputy Hercules Correa, the leaders whose anti-Prestes 
position is most manifest are Giocondo Dias, Salomao Malina, Jose Salles and 
Armenio Guedes, who will return home next Saturday. They assert that they 
have the support of the majority of the 20 or 25 members of the Central 
Committee, which would give the Prestes group the support of only three 
leaders: Agilberto Azevedo, who is still abroad, and two Central Committee 
members who remained underground while the leadership was in exile. 


Last year, on being approached by a group of members on a peace-making mission, 
Luis Carlos Prestes gave indications that the calculations of his opponents 

is optimistic. In e reply to a suggestion about reaching an understanding 

he hurled a challenge at his adversaries: "If they are not satisfied, let 
them form their own party." 


Leftist Front 


The specter of dissidence exists within the PCB and everything indicates that 
neither side wants to initiate a split, convinced that it would certainly be 
the last. The concern about avoiding the schisms of the sixties, when the 
Communist Party of Brazil (PC do B) and the Brazilian Revolutionary Communist 
Party (PCBR) were formed, explains the insistence on the watchword "unity" 
with which the PCB has punctuated its appesrances. 


The dual function of the word "unity -- for the opposition to the regime 

and for the internal use of the communists -- will be reiterated shortly when 
on 25 March the date of the 58th anniversary of the PCB -- when the VOZ DA 
UNIDADE, a newspaper that will replace the defunct VOZ OPERARIA will be 
launched without the approval of Prestes. 


After a brief hiatus, the secretary general of the PCB returned to the scene 
with an interview given last month to the FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in which he 
defended the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. According to the interpretation 
of one of the leaders, Luis Carlos Prestes sought thereby to present himself 
to the Soviet Union as the uncontested leader of the Brazilian communists 
"forgetting that the Soviets are only interested in dialoguing with a PCB 
that is really representative in mass terms. 


A short while later, Luis Carlos Prestes praised the Sadinista revolution 

in Nicaragua in a conference at the Brazilian Press Association (ABI), pointing 
out the fact that the communists did not have a decisive participation in 

the overthrow of the regime. Read between the lines by another leader in 

the anti-Prestes group, that statement by the secretary general was interpreted 
as a defense of the formation of a leftist front to gain power and install 

a popular government, which would be the stage prior to the socialist 
government. 
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According to his adversaries in the Central Committee, the verbal radicalization 
of Luis Carlos Prestes reflects the tactic of leading the PCB toward the left, 
abandoning the resolutions of the sixth congress which established the policy 

of a broad front with all sectors of opposition to the regime, and established 
@s a culminating point the convening of a Constituent Assembly. 


The End of "Prestismo" 


In the opinion of one of the leaders who most strongly opposes the continuance 
of Luis Carlos Prestes as secretary general, he is leading the PCB into 
“another adventure, and what he is going to gain by that is the hardening of 
the regime." 


"The thing is," he added, "that Prestes lives on the glory of being repressed. 
But these are different times and there is no longer any place in the PCB for 
"caudillos." We are not like him, who entered the party at the top. I have 
been in this since 1944 and I assure you that the PCB believes it is time to 
put an end to Prestismo." 


The same leader admits that it will be difficult to adopt a solution of force, 
with the summary ouster of Luis Carlos Prestes, considering that the charisma 
of the "Knight of Hope” is a trump-card the secretary general still relies on 
to Mobilize the party rank-and-file and neutralize any coup. The alliance 
wita the 6 October Revolutionary Movement (MR-8) -- the organization remaining 
from the urban guerrilla movement of the early seventies and wh ch originated 
in a split from the PCP -- shows that Prestismo still has maneu ering room. 


Adopting attitude described by his adversaries as one of false caution, 

Luis Carlos Prestes has already declared that the seventh congress should be 
convened only when the PCB gains legal status. Seeing in that a maneuver 

to gain time, they counterattacked with the argument that holding the congress, 
even with the party in illegal status, is a risk to be run "at the opportune 
time" to test the capacity of the regime's process of political opening to 
absorb the communists. 


After lashing out against Luis Carlos Prestes, the same leader admits that 
the internal crisis within the PCB is serious and confessed: "We have to 
admit that the leaders of this regime are intelligent and the proof of that 
is that they succeeded in dividing the opposition with the party reform. 
But they committed a serious mistake when they did not immediately legalize 
the PCB. If they had done that, I do not know what shape we would be in 
now. 


PCB Central Committee members Giocondo Dias, Sebastiao Malina and Hercules 
Correa spoke jointly about the positions of the Brazilian communists and the 
internal differences they are debating. Luis Carlos Prestes, who was also 
invited to express his opinions, responded: "I am not interested in the 
provocations of the JORNAL DO BRASIL.” 
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Interview: 


JB: What is the nature of the Luis Carlos Prestes differences with the Central 
Committee? 


H. Correa: We are not in a position to specify them because Comrade Prestes 
has never explained them before our body, so much so that he always voted 
in favor of all political and other resolutions approved at our meetings 
when we were abroad. 





JP: Do Prestes'recent statements represent the opinion of the Central 
Committee’ 


H. Correa: Some statements that have been published in the press .as having 
been made by Comrade Prestes do not represent our political position. 


JP: How do you gentlemen plan to resolve the Prestes'differences with the 
Central Committee? 





H. Correa: All differences of opinion among communists are resolved in 
democratic discussions, organized according to our principles; when it 
concerns more important problems, they are resolved by our congresses. 


JP: Did you gentlemen concur with Prestes when he said that the Brazilian 
communists must be prepared to adopt the tactic of armed struggle in the 
event circumstances favor that action? 


G. Dias: I do not believe Comrade Prestes posed the matter in those terms. 
Armed struggle is not a matter of communist principle, so much so that 
immediately after the bourgeois revolution of February 1917, Lenin admitted 

the possibility of the proletariat achieving the socialist revolution via 

the peaceful route. We do not see the possibility you advance in your question 
occurring in Brazil at the present time or in the foreseeable future. 


JB: How does the PCB assess the political changes that have been taking 
place in the country? 


G. Dias: Changes have taken place in recent times in the political situation 
of the country. The working class, the popular masses and democratic 

forces have gained operatin= room where they are better able to defend their 
specific interests and the general interests of the nation, and in some way, 
where they have been able to continue the struggle for the democratization 
of the country. The lifting of press censorship, the abolition of AI-5, 
amnesty, and mainly, the advance of the working class and the union movement 
to the forefront of national political life are important milestones of those 
changes. The increased erosion of the regime in terms of national public 
opinion, the contradictions that were generated and developed in its political 
support base and the progress achieved in international detente, in addition 
to other factors, forced it to make concessions. 
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JB: Does not the PCB admit that the regime underwent a change with the 
process of political opening? 


G.Dias: The dictatorship does not plan to sign its own death warrant. 

It gave up old powers that identified it until recently as a military-facist 
regime, but it seeks to preserve and institutionalize its authoritarian, 
antiworker and antipopular nature, 4a condition necessary for it to be able 
to continue to practice the same model of development tliat has already caused 
so much harm to the people, to the economy and to the independence of the 
country. The dictatorship continues to offer fierce reiistance to a real 
democratization of Brazilian political life. It maneuvers and makes ample 
use of arbitrary instruments which it still possesses to prevent it. Two 
recent examples of measures taken by the dictatorship for that purpose were 
the party reform law and the December economic package. 


JP: The PCB opposed party reform. What will it do now that it is already 
being put into practice? 


S. Malina: The aim of the party reform law is to divide the opposition, to 
avoid the repetition in 1982 of new elections of plebiscitary significance 
as were those of 1974 and 1978, to try to postpone the municipal elections 
set for this year and to prevent the free and democratic party organization 
of the different political and ideological currents that exist in the 
country. The government thereby reveals its fear of suffering an election 
defeat in 1982 even more resounding than the previous ones and it hopes to 
escape its minority situation by dividing opposition votes as much as 
possible. But even those maneuvers will not be enough to assure the govern- 
ment party a parliamentary majority in 1982. Even the election of governors 
continues to be threatened. Under popular pressure and led by their own 
interest in achieving substantial changes in the political life and the 
economy of the country, the new opposition parties may join in a coalition 
and run common candidates for governor and even for senator. The dictator- 
ship, will still have to resort to new arbitrary acts to circumvent the 
popular will expressed in the streets. 


JB: Why does the PCB's condemnation extend to the December economic 
package with which the government is seeking to curb inflation? 


S. Malina: With the December economic package, the government is trying to 
have one believe that it is really prepared to fight inflation and the other 
factors that aggravate the economic crisis underway in Brazil. But in fact, 
as on previous occasions, they are only methods intended to insure the 
continuity of the economic model maintained for 15 yer=s and based on the 
superexploitation of the work!*¢ masses and the unrestricted penetration of 
the multinationals in the economy of the country. The government is 
interested in putting an end to hyperinflation because it hurts business 

and capitalist accumulation but it does not want to put an end to inflation, 
per se, not even es a long-term goal, because at an "appropriate" rate it 
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constitutes a supplementary source of plunder by depressing the real wages 
paid to workers. The other purpose of the package is to increase the flow 

of investments and loans from abroad for which it must give the multinationals 
and big foreign banks guarantees that they will be insured the payment of 
interest, the transfer of profits and returm of capital. The numerous 
measures of the package intended to facilitate exports and reduce the trade 
balance deficit are aimed mainly at expanding those guarantees. 


JB: Do not the party reform and the political opening that preceded it 
indicate that each political group should pursue its own course from now on? 


H. Correa: The dictatorship is not simply making an effort to survive; it 
still has very powerful instruments of resistance and counterattack, legal 
and otherwise. The freedoms already wrenched from the regime by our people 
are still limited and subjet to coups. For that reason, it is against that 
regime and for demands of a democratic nature that the masses of our people 
continue to mobilize. The motivation that led so many heterogeneous social 
forces to converge in the broad opposition movement that is developing in 
the country was the imperative need they faced to have broad political 
freedoms to defend their specific interests successfully. Those broad freedoms 
have not yet been achieved and sufficiently consolidated. That is the 
objective basis on which the central political task of our day and the 
nature of the front of social and political forces necessary to carry it to 
a successful conclusion must be determined. The central task, therefore, 
continues to be to defeat the dictatorship's efforts to survive, and to gain 
the broadest political freedoms, Based on the perspective of the political 
process that is asserting itself more and more in Brazil, it is a task that, 
through the institutionalization of a democratic regime can culminate in a 
freely elected Constituent Assembly and the election by direct vote of a 
democratic government, representative of the antidictatorial forces. 
Consequently, the front of social and political forces capable of achieving 
that task continues to be the broad front of antidictatorial forces. The 
fact that tne recently created parties, successors to the Brazilian Democratic 
Party (MDB), have presented themselves before the people with political 
programs that preserve the same antidictatorial line of their successor 

[as published], demanding the democratization of the political life of the 
country, freedom of union action, including the right to strike and to organize 
in the place of work, agrarian reform, restriction of the field of multi- 
nationals in the country, freedom of party -rganization, free and direct 
elections at all levels and the convening of a freely elected Constituent 
Assembly indicates that the same area of common interests and needs continues 
to exist in those new parties that previously led their organizers into the 
ranks of the MDB and other trenches of the opposition to the regime. 


JB: The PCB, therefore, discourages a leftist front? 


H. Correa: We consider the proposal for a leftist front, on which some 
political circles are insisting, instead of a broad front of antidictatorial 
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forces, to be a serious political error that will result in an inevitable 
setback for the struggle for democracy in which the working class and our 
people are engaged. The people and organizations that support that proposal 
base themselves on the view that the immediate objective of the masses in 

the struggle against the dictatorship must be a popular government of 
transition to socialism. They believe that by setting a goal supposedly more 
advanced than the struggle for democracy they will make the Brazilian 
revolutionary process move faster and further ahead. As a matter of fact, 
they are insisting on the same “extremist” line that in our times has already 
proved to be incorrect and unfeasible because of its voluntarist nature and 
that for that very reason was rejected by the working class and by the broad 
masses, who lent and continue to lend strength to the democratic movement 

of opposition to the dictatorship. That is a proposal that does not take 
into account and contradicts the concrete political reality of the anti- 
(ictatorial struggle that is being carried out in the country and which 
ignores the objective law of historic development, that the masses only 

carry out the political tasks they themselves have set. it also disregards 
the elementary tactical principle that in any situation the working class 
must avail itself of every possibility of unity with the social and political 
forces that, for as short or brief a time as may be, may help them strike the 
principal enemy. Since it is not a line that can be embraced and carried 

out by the masses at this concrete historical moment, its political result 
will be the division and weakening of the democratic and antidictatorial 
forces and, consequently, will offer the dictatorship the possibility of 
surviving for a longer time. 


JB: Does the PCB believe in the convening of Constituent Assembly within a 
short period? 


G. Dias: The task of defeating the dictatorship and replacing it with a 
democratic regime is already a practical question to be resolved in a relatively 
short period. That is the significance of convening a freely elected 

National Constituent Assembly, which practically all opposition forces present 
as an immediate necessity. In view of that demand, the dictatorship 

maneuvers and counters with the proposal of only a gradual reform of the 
constitution. It is incumbent on the antidictatorial forces to strengthen 
their unity of action as well as -- through a debate that will lead to 
consensus -- immediately begin to prepare, a political, social and economic 
program of a democratic nature that will better implement and formalize the 
political commitment of all national progressive forces interested in the 
convening of a Constituent Assembly and the formation of a government 
representative of those forces. That program which will become the battle- 
flag for the jhase that is already emerging must incorporate the political, 
economic and social demands already formulated by the working class and its 
union movement, by farmers and farm workers, by movements representing youth, 
women, the associations of slum-dwellers and residents of low-income 
neighborhoods, by the universities, by religious and other institutions. 

We believe that the preparation of such a program can be carried out in a 
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democratic manner with the broadest participation of all strata of the 
Brazilian people. For our part, we declare that the Brazilian communists will 
give all of their support to an initiative of that nature, carried out in 

thst wanner, and will do everything to see that it is successful. 


JB: 1s it not contradictory to talk about the defense of democracy in Brazil 
and at the same time support the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet 
Union? 


S. Malina: The desperation of President Carter and American imperialist and 
militarist circles in view of their attempt to take over Afghanistan reveals 
the scope of the plans they sought to carry out in that country. Because in 
that case, it ; not merely a matter of another CIA up to overthrow a 
progressive government that is inclined toward socialism and to replace it 
with a reactionary government -~ and that is the reason for the outcry in 
Washington. Carter's desperation stems from the fact that the Pentagon's 
plans tc install in Afghanistan near the border with the Soviet Union the 
warlike, espionage and provocative establishment that was formerly in Iran 
and that was expelled from there along with the Shah. In rendering its 
prompt military aid to the government and people of Afghanistan against the 
attacks of the groups of mercenaries trained by the CIA abroad and against 
the fomenting of counterrevolution within it, the Soviet Government and 
people once again demonstrated their unshakable spirit of internationalist 
solidarity with the peoples who are fighting for freedom and social progress 
and its resolute readiness to render them all the hel} they may need. The 
working class, the popular masses and the progressive and peace-loving political 
and social persowalities understand and support the action of the Soviet 
Union and that is the major reason for the difficulties the rulers of many 
imperialist countries are encountering, for example, in making common cause 
with the anti-Soviet provocations of the American Government. Carter is 
trying to use the case to torpedo the policy of international detente, resume 
the arms race and revive the atmosphere of cold war and war hysteria. The 
communists call on the Brazilian working class and people to repudiate those 
plans of imperialism and of Yankee militarists and demand the strengthening 
of peaceful and ‘riendly relations between governments, compliance with 
existing agreements on the limitation of nuclear arms and the negotiation of 
a general disarmament agreement. 


JB: Do those opinions represent the thinking of the leadership of the PCB" 


H. Correa: They do. 


JB: Does the expression of that opinion mean that you gentlemen have decided 
to ignore the National Security Law? 


G. Dias: It means that we are taking into account the changes that are 
occurring in Brazilian political life thanks to the resistance and struggle 
of our people against arbitrariness and for democratic freedors. 
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JB: Along taat line, do you gentlemen admit the possibility of holding the 
seventh party congress in a public place even with the PCB in an illegal 
status? 


S. Malina: We admit the possibility because we believe in the progress of 
the Brazilian democratic process. 


JB: Would the communists accept a Constituent Assembly without the legaliza- 
tion of the PCB? 


G. Dias: We already posed the question of the political solution via the 
Constituent Assembly at our sixth congress held in December 1967. At that 
time, we also posed the question of amnesty. Later we discussed the conditions 
under which the idea of the Constituent Assembly should be implemented. We 
arrived at what we came to call the prerequisities for holding the Constituent 
Assembly. Those prerequisites are broad, general and unrestricted amnesty, 
freedom of party organization for all political currents, revocation of all 
laws that impede the free expression of thought. 


JP: What is the origin of the movement for the liberalization of the PCB? 
To what degree was it influenced by the stay in exile in contact with 
Eurocommunism? 


S. Malina: The changes that are occuring among us have their motive force in 
the study of our reality. We broadened our knowledge abroad. We studied 
more and saw the experience of other peoples and political organizations. 

But we are against copying any model. 


JB: Was the decision to close down VOZ OPERARIA intended to gain the trust 
of the regime, leading the communists to put an end to the newspaper that was 
the symbol or their resistance? 


H. Correa: We do not carry out any policy aimed at gaining the trust of 
the regime and the government. We want to be trusted by our working class 
and our people. We suspended the circulation of VOZ OPERARIA, as a newspaper 
that would have to continue to be clandestine, because conditions opened 

up for our public participation in the political life of the country. 

There is no doubt that the VOZ Oi: “ARIA was a symbol of our resistance. But 
we have other symbols of that resistance, namely, our comrades who have 
disappeared: Celio Guedes, David Capist.ano da Costa, Jose Roman, Luis 
Maranhao Filho, Walter Ribeiro, Joao Massena, Ira Lima, Elson Costa, Jaime 
Miranda, Itair Jose Veloso, Orlando Bonfirm Jr, Nestor Veras, Ismael de 
Jesus and Jose Montenegro de Lima. 


JB: How can one reconcile the commitment to democracy with the Leninist 


principles of democratic centralism and the nature of workers' vanguard, 
which the communist parties claim for themselves? 
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G. Dias: There is nothing to reconcile. Those elements are not juxtaposed 
with one another. Centralism is achieved only when democracy is practiced, 
and the practice is one of the elements that define us as the revolutionary 


vanguard. 


JB: And how about the suspicion that is always raised when the communist 
talk about being legalized, that they would maintain a public facade covering 
up the real clandestine party? 


S. Malina: If the PCB is legalized, it will comply with the requirements 
of the law. As for that idea of covering up the real clandestine party, 
that is something raised by those who oppose the legalization of the PCB? 


JB: Has the PCB renounced the dictatorship of the proletariat after all? 

That term was deleted from the statutes and the program presented at the 

time of the request for legal registration presented to the Superior Electoral 
Court in 1962. 


G. Dias: We have not used that term in our documents for a long time. The 
people suffer so much repression from the dictatorships of the dominant 
classes that the word dictatorship is repugnant to them. For that reason, 
we use the term government of the workers. But the term dictatorship of 
the proletariat used by the communists, who consider all class power a class 
dictatorship, is a scientifically correct concept. And it shoul¢e not be 
confused with the common concept of dictatorship as the political form of 
government. 


JB: How did the communists receive the refusal of the Brazilian Government 
to join the embargo on grain sales to the Soviet Union proposed by the 
United States? 


S. Malina: We view that refusal as positive. 


JB: How do you view the presence of the state in the economy at the present 
time and in the prespective of the socialist transformation of society which 
the communists propose? 


S. Malina: The state sector of the economy always serves the interests of 
the regime in power in the country. Therefore, in our case, it serves the 
interests of the national and foreign monopoly groups that dominate the 

state machinery. From the perspective of a socialist transformation, however, 
the presence of a powerful state sector is a positive factor. 


JB: Does a Brazilian bourgeoisie really exist or is it only an appendage of 
the international bourgeoisie represented by the multinationals? 


S. Malina: A Brazilian bourgeoisie does really exist and it is not an 
appendage of its international counterpart. 
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JB: How do the communists analyze the economic situation of the country 
and the concentration of powers in the hands of Minister Delfim Netto? 


H. Correa: The crisis that is unfolding in Brazil at the present time, which 
is based on the chronic structural crisis and the cyclic crisis that has 
become prevalent since 1973 was greatly exacerbated by the economic and social 
consequences of the development model in the service of the national and 
foreign monopoly groups put into practice by the dictatorship. The great 
problem is to know on whor the consequences of the crisis should fall. 


The government's measures, as we have already said, benefit the monopolies, 
particularly the multinationals. That means that the workers will have to 
fight hard to prevent greater degradation of their living and working con- 
ditions. The concentration of power in the hands of Delfim Netto means that 
a sector of the dominant classes wants to derive all the benefits from the 
solution to the crisis and from a new surge of economic growth. As for the 
recaurses, they exist; they will only cease to exist when there is an 
organized social organization acting conscientiously to change the present 
economic model. 


JP: Did the PCB not miss the opportunity to form the broad front it 
advocates by supporting the candidacy of General Euler Bentes Monteiro for 
president in 1978 instead of the candidacy of Deputy Magalhaes Pinto? 


S. Malina: The formation of a broad antidictatorial front does not depend 

on the communists alone. In our view, it exists and operates in ebbs and 

flows. We acknowledge that the candidacy of Magalhaes Pinto might have further 
broadened the spectrum of opposition forces. After all, the Popular Party 

is around, fighting for a mre authoritarian solution. 


8711 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


PRC TRADING POST NEGOTIATIONS--The government is determined to stimulate 
trade with the PRC and the Asian continent. Finance Minister Ernane 
Galveas has already authorized the Brazilian Warehouse and Trade Company 
[COBEC] to negotiate with the PRC state-owned foreign trade enterprise 

the installation of a trading post in the PRC. COBEC is preparing a 
delegation to go to the PRC to conclude negotiations which were initiated 
last December when a PRC official delegation was in Rio de Janeiro. A 
joint venture with the China National Native Produce and Animal Byproducts 
Import and Export Corporation (Chinatuhsu) intends to install a trading 
post, either in Shanghai or Guangzhou, to sell coffee, soybeans, cocoa, 
mineral ores and other Brazilian products in the PRC and Asian markets. 
The PRC is a large importer and is interested in a partnership with Brazil 
for transactions in the Asian market, especially in Singapore and other 
islands in the region. COBEC is already making contacts with the Rio Doce 
Valley Company, the Brazilian Coffee Institute, the Cimental Company (cast 
iron), and other companies which export fruit juices and other products. 
The objective of COBEC is to attract Brazilian enterprises for direct 
participation in the project. [Text] [PY152024 Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO 
in Portuguese 13 Feb 80 p 17 PY] 


AFGHANISTAN INVASION CONDEMNED--At a meeting of the UN Human Richts 
Commission in Geneva, Brazil today cast a vote condemning the invasion 
of Afghanistan and demanding the withdrawal of Soviet troops from that 
country. The resolution condemning the Soviet military intervention 
passed by 27 votes to 8 out of a total of 43 member countries of the 
commission. [Text] [PY152322 Porto Alegre Radic Guaiba in Portuguese 
2150 GMT 14 Feb 80 PY} 


cso: 3001 
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COSTA RICA 


PRESI"ENT CARAZO COMMENTS ON LABOR LEADERS 
PA171837 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1330 GMT 17 Feb 80 PA 


{[Text] President Rodrigo Carazo yesterday noon concluded a tour begun 
the day before last in Ciudad Cariari, Guapiles, with a visit to Otoya 
Farm, in Rio Frio. 


According to the president, the tour was successful because of the dialog 
he held with the settlers who have received land and advice from the 
Institute of Lands and Settlement. This dialog, he adied, allowed him 

to get acquainted with the successful way in which the settlers’ problem 
in Guapiles and Rio Frio has been resolved. 


President Rodrigo Carazo Odio said he has nothing against Costa Rican 
labor leaders. He said this in response to a question posed to him 
stressing his harsh criticism the day before last of the leaders of the 
recent Atlantic Zone strike. This last strike was a barbarity and the 
losses caused both the workers and the country were irreparable, all 
because certain leaders are seeking personal gain. 


For his part, Ernesto Figueroa Oreamuno, departmenta. delegate of Limon 
Province, said that political agitators constitute the main problem in 
the Atlantic area. According to him, taking advantage of the fact that 
the government has done very little on behalf of this area, these 
gentlemen dedicate themselves to organizing their workers so they will 
not work or let others work. 


Another serious problem in the area, Figueroa added, is the lack of 
housing facilities. However, he pointed out the area has very good 
roads. 


Cso: 3010 
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COSTA RICA 





PAPER REPORTS ON NICARAGUAN STATS PRESS CONTROL 
PA170352 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2004 GMT 14 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] San Jose, 14 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Columnist Oscar Leonardo Montalban 
has reported to the Costa Rican newspaper LA NACION that the mass com- 
munications media of Nicaragua are progovernment and that the labor 
organizations of this sector are controlled by the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front. Montalban, director of a newscast on Radio Mil in 
Managua until 2 weeks ago, was forbidden to exercise his profession 
after being accused of violating the lebal precepts which regulate 
journalism in Nicaragua. 


Montalban has conceded he made a mistake by interviewing a doctor con- 
nected with extreme leftist groups. This caused the problem. "It was 
a mistake on my part to give the microphone to Sergio Prado. However, 
at that time I thought that in a pluralist nation anyone could express 
his ideas," he said. Montalban claims not to be opposed to the 
Nicaraguan revolution, only to some of its procedures. He noted that 
the Union of Journalists of Nicaragua [UPN] as well as the Union of 
Radio Journalists of Managua are completely in the hands of the govern- 
ment. 


"No journalist can be a fanatic because he will then become biased and 
lose his sense of objectivity," said Montalban. He said his greatest 
desire is that the freedom of the press be upheld in Nicaragua. He also 
indicated that the independent position which he maintained on his radio 
newscast caused a campaign to discredit him by labeling hin a "Somozist" 
or “pro-imperialist." 


For his part, journalist Danilo Aguirre, UPN president, said, according 
to LA NACION, that Montalban's expulsion was a preventive measure because 
the attorney genera!'s office had given notice that it had begun legal 
proceedings against the journalist. “However, it seems that the authori- 
ties have suspended the investigation because Montalban has conceded that 
he made a mistake in broadcasting the interview with Prado. Furthermore, 
the latter has retracted his charges," said Aguirre. He said the UPN will 
hold a general assembly today and that Montalban's situation could be 
reconsidered if he requests it. 











COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


SUBSIDY FOR AGRICULTURE--Dr Hernan Fonseca Zamora, minister of agriculture 
and livestock is fighting to obtain a subsidy for agriculture, as the only 
means for maintaining low prices of staples, grains and other products in 
the same manner that it is being done in developed countries such as the 
United States. Referring to the shortage of edible oil, salt and beans, 
he said that these products used to be brought from Nicaragua in the past 
and that the shortage is due to problems in Nicaragua, where production is 
low and the government has stopped exporting these products in order to 
meet local consumption requirements. [Excerpt] [PA191946 San Jose LA 
NACION in Spanish 13 Feb 80 pp 1A, 4A PA] 


CANCELLATION OF STATION'S PERMIT--According to a study of the National 
Radio Control Department, the 9615 KHZ frequency of the Radio Noticias del 
Continente staiion should be canceled. A report on this was delivered by 
Deputy Government Minister Carlos Arguedas le Franc to the Council of 
Government last night. However, the final decision will be made by the 
comptrollership general. Legal reasons are cited as the basis for canceling 
the concession to operate the frequency used by Radio Noticias del Continente. 
Although the requirements for the transfer of the permit from Jose Francisco 
Aguilar Bulgarelli to Lorena (Cartin Leyva) were fulfilled, the concession 
of the frequency has legal flaws, essentially because the decree granting 
the concession was not published in the official gazette. The decision 
which the government ministry explained to the Council of Government last 
night does not mean that the station will stop broadcasting. Since this is 
an administrative action, the conptrollership general will have the final 
word so the ministry's resolution will now pass to the comptrollership. 

The government ministry feels that the authorization for the operation of 
the station is totally invalid, The Argentine and Chilean governments had 
charged that Radio Noticias del Continente broadcasts reports which they 
described as subversive and against their countries. These charges led to 
the intervention of the government ministry authorities. Subsequently, 
former Deputy Emilio Piedra Jimenez called for the cancellation of the sta- 
tion's broadcasting permit. [Text] [PA151555 San Jose Radio Reloj in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA] 


ACCUSATION CONSIDERED VENGEANCE--The racket the communist deputies are making 
is a reprisal to a Liberation Party move. It is also part of their 
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international strategy. Deputy Mario Devandas had the opportunity to make 
all this noise for 3 years. The moment that was chosen to charge former 
Minister Charpentier with an irregularity is very untimely. It is very 
suspicious that they had to wait so long to charge that money was put into 
a private account and that this sole irregularity is sufficient to create 

a disturbance with the State Department, the Pentagon and the U.S. military 
mission. The accusation by the deputy, against whom an arrest warrant might 
be pending, is absurd. A deputy who does not renounce his immunity and who 
encourages a scandal against the Pentagon to hide Russia's intentions with 
the Afghan invasion [sentence as heard]. The disturbance has been created 
in reprisal against the decision of several Liberation Party deputies to 
object to Russia's invasion because they were going to condemn the Soviet 
Union for having invaded Afghanistan and because the invasion of Yugoslavia 
is near at hand. That is why the communist deputies take advantage of the 
opportunity to speak out against the State Department. It is not strange 
for the communist deputies to take up the flag of scandal to play down the 
shameful Russian military interventions. It is not strange for the deputy 
who won a seat by promoting strikes to now use insults and threats. Former 
Minister Charpentier has now turned out to be the object of this scandal 

of the pro-Afghans and we ask: Is this what the communists in Congress are 
good for? This is how time is wasted and the destabilization of democracy 
is promoted. [Text] [PA200054 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1730 GMT 

19 Feb 80 PA] 


AMBASSADOR TO NICARAGUA--Deputy Public Security Minister Enrique 
Montealegre has been appointed new Costa Rican ambassador to Nicaragua 
replacing Jose Rafael Cordero Croceri. [PA152338 Managua Radio Sandino 
in Spanish 1800 GMT 14 Feb 80 PA] 


RED CROSS HEADQUARTERS--Through an agreement to be signed today at the 
Foreign Ministry, the Latin American headquarters of the Red Cross will 
be transferred to Costa Rica. The headquarters had previously been 
located in Nicaragua. The headquarters coordinates the activities of 
the Latin American Red Cross leagues. [PA152338 San Jose Radio Reloj in 
Spanish 1730 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA] 


FISHING PATROL BOAT SHORTAGE--Our country does not have enough patrol 
boats to protect fishing along the 200 miles of our territorial waters, 
Hernan Fonseca Zamora, minister of agriculture and livestock, has said. 
He stressed that there are many pirate fishing boats that have special 
equipment which indicates when a Costa Rican patrol boat is approaching. 
Dr Fonseca Zamora also said that according to our laws, all ships that 
pay their license may fish for tuna in our territorial waters. [Text] 
[PA191404 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 19 Feb 80 PA) 
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POLICY AIMS IN GREECE, POLAND, GDR, SPAIN, VIETNAM, IRAQ 
Greek Commmist Party Delegation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 22 Now 79 p 3 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon a Greek Communist Party (PCG) delegation, 

headed by Comrade Roula Koupolos, a member of the Political Bureau, further 
composed of Lazaros Stathkis, a member of the Central Committee, and to be 
completed by Paul Paschalides, the PCG representative in Cuba, arrived in 
our country, 


On their arrival at Jose Marti International Airport, they were welcomed 

by Jesus Montane, a member of the party Central Committee and head of the 
party General Department of Foreign Relations, In addition, Javier Ardizones 
and Dennys Gusman, section chief and official of the Central Committee, 
respectively, were present, 


later, the delegation held a fraternal meeting with Jose Ramon Machado 
Ventura, a member of the Political Bureau, in which Jesus Montane also par- 
ticipated, 


Polish Commnist Party Delegation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 26 Nov 79 p 3 


Text] Havana (AIN)—Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, a member of the Political 
and the Secretariat of the Cuban Commmist Party Central Committee, 

has received a delegation from the Central Committee of the Polish United 

Workers Party (PZPR) which is visiting us within the framework of the ex~ 


change program between our two parties, 


Our brother nation's delegation is headed by Jozef Ostas, [first] deputy director 
of the Administration Department of the PZPR Central Committee, and is composed 
of Andrzej Koltek, secretary of the Krosno Provincial Committee, Stanislaw 
Pawlak, a member of the Secretariat and head of the Administration Department 

of the Opole Provincial Committee, and Wiktor Grzelec, chief inspector of 

the Administration Department of the PZPR Central Committee, 











At the meeting, which unfolded in an atmosphere of brotherly love and cama- 
raderie, aspects of bilateral party relations and other questions of mutual 
interest were discussed, 


Felix Perez Milian, chief of the Department of State and Judicial Organs of 
the Central Committee, an? other party officials represented Cuba, 


Polish Ambassador to Cuba Ryszard Majchrzak attended the meeting, 
GDR Communist Party Delegation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] Jose R, Machado Ventura, a member of the Political Bureau and the 
Central Committee Secretariat of our party, has at Central Committee head- 
quarters received a delegation from the Trade Unions and Social Policy Depart- 
ment of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) Central Committee, headed by 
department chief Fritz Brock and also composed of Adolf Wunderlich and Heinz 
Weise, department official and department head in the State Secretariat for 
Labor and Wages, respectively, 


Topics of mtual interst were discussed at the meeting, 


The SED delegation has come to our country in fulfillment of the exchange 
program that exists between our two parties and will visit the provinces 
of Pinar del Rio and Havana during its stay, 


Also present at the meeting were Armando Acosta, a member of the Central 
Committee and chief of the Mass Organizations Department, other Central 
Committee officials and Klaus Hartmann, political counselor to the GDR 
ambassador to Cuba, 


Friendship With Spain 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] Havana (AIN)——The Cuban-Spanish Friendship Association (AACE) and 
the Cuban Institute for Friendship With Peoples have met to celebrate the 
association's fifth anniversary and the first anniversary of the passage 
by referendum of the Spanish Constitution, 


Ernesto Vera, president of the AACE, and Mario Rodriguez, first vice presi- 
dent of the ICAP, as well as the presidents of the Spanish colony residing 
in Cuba's trade federations and cultural societies attended the meeting, 


Members of national organizations, AACE collaborators and representatives 
of the Spanish tourist agency, Viajes Ecuador, also participated. 
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SEV Delegation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] Havana (AIN)—Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, a member of the party Poli- 
tical Bureau and vice president of the Councils of State and of Ministers 
of Cuba, yesterday received the government delegation of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam which is in our country to sigma a trade agreement 


between the two countries for 1980. 


The visiting delegation is headed by Hoang Trong Dai, vice minister of fo- 
reign trade, und further composed of Pham Thau Hoa, commercial counselor of 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and Nguyen Van Phu, an expert from the 


Ministry of Foreign Trade's Department 1, 


Also participating on behalf of Cuba, were Marcelo Fernandes, a member of 
the Central Committee and minister of foreign trade, and Vice Minister Andres 


Yebra Garcia, 


Vietnamese Ambassador to Cuba Nguyen Huu Ngo also participated in the meet- 
ing which was held in the climate of friendship and solidarity typical of 
relations between the two countries, 


Agreements With Iraq 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Dec 79 p 3 


[Article by Marta Jimenez Almira and Lucas Correoso Perez | 


Text] Hassan Ali and Hector Rodriguez Llompart sign document, 
t session of Intergovernmental Joint Committee convened for 


7 days, 


Isle of Youth toured. 
Official visit to our country ends, 


The cooperation agreement reached by the first session of the Cuban-Iragi 
Intergovernmental Joint Committee was signed yesterday afternoon at the 
Sierra Maestra Hotel by Hector Rodriguez Llompart, ainister president of 
the State Committee for Economic Cooperation and member of the Central Com- 
mittee, Hassan Ali, a member of the Regional Command of the Baath Party, 
the National Council of the Iraqi Revolution and minister of trade, and 
delegation heads from both countries, 


During the conversations that took place between 7 and 14 December, various 
aspects of the commercial, economic and technical sectors were ijiscussed, 
The agreement included accords in the domains of fishing, construction, 
farming, industry and public health, among others, 


After the signing of the agreement, the head of the Cuban delegation ex- 
pressed his satisfaction with his role in the results of the conversations 
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and said that important accords were reached which would help strengthen 
relations between the two countries, 


Addressing those present, Hassan Ali expressed his gratitude and that of 
the other members of the delegation to the par*;, covernment and people of 
Cuba for the hospitality accorded them and the many services performed for 
them and the opportunities to meet with Cuban leaders, 


The head of the Iraqi delegation said he was certain that both parties 
would work for the fulfillment of the accords and that bonds of cooperation 
and friendship would be expanded, 


Minister of Foreign Trade Marcelo Fernandez, other officials of that minis- 
try, the ambassadors of both countries and other guests were also present 


at the signing of the agreement, 
Visit to Isle of Youth 


Nueva Gerona—Yesterday Hassan Ali visited Isle of Youth where he 
was received by Felix Mojena, the second party secretary of the district, 


Iraqi Ambassador to Cuba Anwar Sabri Abdul Razzak and Juan Carretero, his 
counterpart in that Southwest Asian country, accompanied the distinguished 
visitor, Roberto Ogando, a member of the party Executive Bureau here and 
president of the Muncicipal Assembly of the People's Government, also went 
to the local airport to receive then, 


The tour began at the Museum of the Revolution (former Model Presidium), 
then went on through urban areas of Nueva Gerona, the port area, the meat- 
packing plant and the commercial farming combine for processing citrus 
fruits, 


In the Henrick Wittbooi ESBEC [Basic Secondary Farm School], attended by 
Namibian students, students teachers gave the visitors a warm and 
friendly welcome, In a few short words to the youths, Hassan Ali delivered 
the solidary greeting of the youth and people of Iraq and their sympathy 
with the struggle the Namibians are conducting for their full independence, 
led by the SWAPO [Southwest African People's Organization], and said to 
them: 


"When Cuba prepares you, educates you and transmits its knowledge and ex- 

perience to you, what it is doing is expressing its love for the peoples 

of the world, For we met fight imperialism and colonialism with knowledge, 
not ignorance, carrying a rifle in one hand and a book in the other, You 

are striving to acquire knowledge in this liberated part of the world be- 

cause the revolution needs young people with knowledge, because you are the 
hope of your people, I am sure that you will take a lot of knowledge and 

experience with you when you go home," 
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Delegation Leaves for Home 
Havana (AIN)-—Hassan Ali ended his official visit to Cuba yesterday, 


Central Committee members Marcelo Fernandez and Hector Rodrigues Llompart 
escorted the Iraqi leader to the air terminal, 


Vice ministers, directors and other Cuban and Iraqi economic officials were 
also present, 


Iraqi Ambassador Received 
Havana GRAMNMA in Spanish 19 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] Havana (AIN)—Osvaldo Dorticos, a member of the Political Bureau 
of the party Central Committee and vice president of the Council of Minis- 
ters, has received his excellency, Mr Anwar Sabri Abdul Rassak, ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Iraq, at a farewell 
visit made on completion of the latter's mission in our country, 


The reception was conducted in a friendly and cordial atmosphere, 
Air Service to Libya, Iraq 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Dec 79 p 3 


A Cuban Airlines international air route linking Cuba with the capitals of 
Libya and Iraq has been inaugurated with the departure from Jose Marti Air- 
port of Rancho Boyeros, the first regularly scheduled flight to Tripoli 
and Baghdad, 


The new run will be operated with Il-62-M interoceanic jets with regularly 
scheduled flights covering the following routing in both directions: 
Havana~Madrid-Tripoli-Baghdad, 


The distance between Havana and fripoli is 5,675 km, while to Baghdad that 
figure rises to '',195 kn, 


With the opening of this route, the number of countries linked with Cube 
through Cuban Airlines commercial flights, whose international carrier 
operations amounted to over 200,000 passengers this year, now totals 16, 


At present there are regularly scheduled flights to Spain, Mexico, Panama, 


Jamaica, Canada, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Barbados, Trinidad~Tobago, Guyana, 
Angola, Peru, the United States, Nicaragua and now Libya and Iraq, 


11,466 
CSOs 43010 
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MILITARY UPDATE: RBGISTRATION, PROMOTIONS, IRAQI, SYRIAN DELBGATIONS 


Military Committees Work Surveyed 
Pinar del Rio GUERRILLERO in Spanish 27 Nov 79 p 2 


[Article by Maria Josefa Castro: "Bvery Task, Mission Entrusted to 
Provincial Military Committees Carried Out Satisfactorily"] 


[Text] The military committees celebrated their 16th anniversary 
yesterday, 26 November. Maj Sigfredo Rodriguez Ramirez and Capt 
Jose Miquel Sanchez Guanche talked to us about the participation of 
political, mass and state organizations in these tasks in 1979 and 
about military registration, 


Maj Sigfredo Rodriguez Ramirez, substitute head of political work 
for the Provincial Military Committee: 


"The tasks that we have completed this year which should be pointed 
out on this 16th anniversary because of their size and complexity 
include the mobilization exercises carried out in all the towns. 
The participating reservists distinguished themselves, 


"Another task that is being satisfactorily carried out is the issu- 
ance of military certificates to all reservists; this is a valuable 
contribution to the control of citizens of military age. 


"We also want to mention the inspection by MINFAR [Ministry of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces] which verified satisfactory military 
registration in several provincial organizations including: the 
Provincial Delegation of MICONS [Ministry of Construction], the En- 
terprise for Safety in the Peasant Sector and the Agricultural Shops 
Enterprise in Consolacion del Sur; £1 Gallito canning factory in 
Candelaria; and the Harlem Sugar Enterprise in Bahia Honda." 


Maior Sigfredo indicated that, in honor of the anniversary, officers, 
sergeants, soldiers and civilian workers of the Provincial Military 
Committee and the municipal military offices proposed some measures 
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to strengthen mobilization readines Homage was given to distin- 
guished reservists who were presented a certificate in recognition 
of their work. 


Capt Jose Miguel Sanchez Guanche, second in command of the Provin- 
cial Military Committee: 


"We must point out the very solid steps being taken to improve mili- 
tary registration and control of reserve officers, junior officers, 
sergeants, soldiers and sailors; early registration of recruits; 

and records of reserve means and equipment that come from the na- 
tional economy." 


He then indicated the need to continue improving military registra- 
tion required by the development achieved by the FAR [Revolutionary 
Armed Fo ces] in the country. 


He also referred to the importance of the military certificate as a 
unique, personal and nontransferable identification ~_ument for 
citizens called to SMA [Active Military Service]. it identifies 

the military status of reservists as to fulfillment of Reserve Mili- 
tary Service in the FAR, Civil Defense and the Ministry of Interior. 
There are no problems with the present rate of issue of this docu- 
ment in the province. 


"The mobilization of reservists who participate in military training 
activities is one of the main tasks of the Provincial Military Com- 
mittee and the municipal military offices of the People's Govern- 
ment. The province's training quotas have been satisfactorily met." 


Captain Sanchez concluded: "On this anniversary of the formation 
of the military committees, we offer sincere congratulations to all 
reservists who have carried out all the tasks entrusted to them by 
the higher command, the party and the government during these 16 
years." 


Active Military Service Recruiting 
Pinar del Rio GUERRILLERO in Spanish 1 Dec 79 p 2 


[Text] MINFAR oversees things now so that preferably youths who have 
finished upper-middle-level studies are incorporated into the SMA; 
that is, graduates of preuniversity, technological and polytechni- 
cal schools, This is a very important factor in the development 

and strengthening of national defense and optimal assimilation of 
the present military technical complex, 


The youths of military age like Hector Henriquez, a 12th-grade stu- 


dent at the Federico Engels Vocational School, understand this and 
express their readiness to join the SMA whenever necessary. 
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Hector stated: "If the revolution needs me to join the SMA, I am 
ready not only to defend Cuba whenever necessary, but to go to any 
country that needs help as a demonstration of proletarian 
iaternationalism,." 


Hector feels that it is everyone's duty to meet this national de- 
fense requirement enthusiastically since this is the source of fu- 
ture officers and skilled specialists capable of successfully carry- 
ing out any mission entrusted to them, 


Hector ended by saying: "Once our active service is over, we have 
the duty to go back to school and work, If we have fulfilled all 
the missions assiuned to us in an exemplary way, we will have the 
opportunity to continue university studies in civilian life or mi- 
litary life, depending on our vocation." 


Civil Defense, Corps Promotions 
Pinar del Rio GUERRILLERO in Spanish 4 Dec 79 p 1 


‘Article by Irene Izquierdo: "Promotion Ceremonies for Officers of 
Army Corps and Civil Defense"! 


[Text] As part of the celebration of the 23rd anniversary of the "Granma" 
landing and FAR Day, there were separate promotion ceremonies at the Pinar 
del Rio Army Corps and Civil Defense General Staff for officers who have 
distinguished themselves politically, ideologically and militarily. 


In the Army Corps 


Lt Col Miguel Baullosa Garcia read a speech by the minister of the 
FAR, Gen Raul Castro. 


The main speech at the ceremony was given by Col Jesus Almeida, mem- 
ber of the Provincial Committee of the PCC [Communist Party of Cuba] 
and head of the Pinar del Rio Army Corps. He cited the positive 
results achieved in combat and political training by different 
units, especially the Provincial Military Committee and the Camilo 
Cienfuegos Military Vocational School, 


In the Civil Defense General Staff 
At the end of the reading of the Promotion Order of the minister of 
the FAR, Orlando Lugo Fonte, member of the Executive Bureau of the 


Provincial PCC and chairman of the People's Government Assembly, 
presented the corresponding ranks to the promoted officers. 
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At the closing, Orlando Lugo congratulated those promoted and all 
the Civil Defense officers who “have worked long and hard and have 
deserved the recognition of the people." 


New Military Vocational School 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 8 Dec 79 p l 


[Article by Jose Gabriel Guma: "Last Construction Project for Camilo 
Cienfuegos Military Vocational School No 3 of Capdevila To Be Fin- 
ished in a Few Weeks"| 


[Text | One of the projects that will be finished in a few weeks in 
honor of the 2lst anniversary of the triumph of the revolution is 
Camilo Cienfuegos Military Vocational School No 3, 


This modern installation which cost approximately 1.6 million pesos 
opened in November 1978 but the Jast construction project will not 
be finished until this month. 


Located at Kilometer 3.5 on Varona Highway in the Capdevila area 
near Havana, the educational center has 550 students enrolled, 156 
of whom are girls, 


The workers of the Architectural Projects Construction Enterprise 
No, 7 of MICONS in Havana will soon finish the large indoor gymna- 
sium at a cost of 100,000 pesos. 


Apart from the gymnasium whose structure has already been built, 
there are only some small installations to be completed like a 
plain gymnasium whose site has been leveled and areas for baseball, 
volleyball and basketball practice, 


The teaching wings of this four-story school have nine classrooms 
for 10th to 12th grades, two specialized classrooms for military 
training, 11 lecture rooms and chemistry, physics, biology and lan- 
guage laboratories, 


Rach of its six dormitories has room for about 90 students and the 
auditorium seats 275, 


The building has pleasant lines and colors and is set in the midst 
of greenery dominated by typical Cuban palms, It also has eight 
offices and a documentation center, 


A kitchen, dining room, storeroom, medical office, practice range, 
meeting place and other installations compiete this new investment 
built by the Havana construction workers to expand preuniversity 


capacity. 
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Border Guards Work Evaluated 
Pinar del Rio GUERRILLERO in Spanish 11 Dec 79 p 1 


[Article by Lorenzo Oquendo: "Border Guards in Santa Lucia 
Evaluated" | 


[Text] The border guards in Santa Lucia, Minas de Matahambre, held 
their fourth evaluation meeting covering the tasks carried out in 
1979, 


It was attended by 99 percent of the guards who spoke about the re- 
port given. There were six agreements including one to send a tele- 
gram to the Cc [Central Committee] of the PCC in support of Army 
Gen Raul Castro's statements on the occasion of the 23rd anniversary 
of the 30 November uprising in Santiago de Cuba. 


At the meeting, three female guards were named vanguard and four 
were named distinguished; there were also three male guards named 
vanguard and five were named distinguished, Maria Luisa Blanco was 
congratulated for having been named vanguard for 3 consecutive years. 


First Lt Hortelio Nunez who is in charge of political work at the 
Border Guard Headquarters gave a special speech on different aspects 
of the work of the border guards. 


Diego Gonzalez, company chief of the border guards in Santa Lucia, 
and Gregorio Ortega, chief of combat training, were also at the 


meeting. 


Luis de ia Rosa Soler, member of the Municipal Bureau of the PCC, 
closea the meeting. 


Iraqi Delegation's Activities 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 13 Dec 79 p 3 


Text] Havana (AIN)--Yesterday Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of 
the Political Bureau of the PCC and vice president ot the Councils 

of State and Ministers, met with Hassan Ali, member of the Regional 
Command of the Baas Party and the National Council of the Iraqi Re- 
volution and Iraqi minister of trade. 


Anwar Sabri Abdul Razzak, Iraqi ambassador to Cuba, also partici- 
pated in the meeting. 


Other Cubans present included: Hector Rodriguez Llompart, member of 
the CC of the PCC and president of the State Committee for Economic 


47 











Cooperation; Ernesto Melendez, vice president, and Ramon Soto, dir- 
ector of Africa and Asia--both for the same committee; Juan Carre- 
tero, Cuban ambassador to Iraq; and Miriam Fernandez, adviser to the 


vice president of the Council of State. 


Bilateral economic relations as well as other subjects of mutual in- 
terest were discussed during the fraternal meeting. 


Meeting With Raul Roa 


Raul Roa, vice president, 2f the ANPP |National People's Government 
Assembly] and member of the Council of State and the CC, received a 
courtesy visit from Minister Hassan Ali. 


Jose Aranaburo, secretary of the ANPP, Cuban Ambassador Juan Carre- 
tero and Iraqi Ambassador Anwar Sabri Abdul Razzak also participated. 


The meeting was as friendly as the bilateral relations between the 
two countries, 


Amity With Iraqis 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] ICAP [Cuban Institute for Friendship With Peoples | and the 
Cuban-Arab Friendship Association held a friendly meeting with Has- 
san Ali, member of the Council of the Regional Command of the Baath 
Arab Socialist Party and Iraqi minister of trade, and the delega- 
tion that lhe heads, 


Others who attended the meeting included: Hector Rodriguez Llom- 
part, member of the CC of the PCC and minister-chairman of the State 
Committee fcr Economic Cooperation; Levi Farah, minister-chairman of 
the State Committee for Construction and vice president of the 
Cuban-Arab Friendship Association; Mario Rodriguez, vice president 
of ICAP; Anwar Sabri Abdul Razzak, Iraqi ambassador to Cuba; and 
representatives of state, political and mass organizations and of 
the Executive Committee of the Cuban-Arab Friendship Association, 


Iraqi Military Delegation 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 30 Dec 79 p ll 
(‘Text | A high-level Iraqi military delegation headed by Maj Gen Ibra- 
him Khalil Al Azawi made an official visit to our country from 9 to 


23 December, in response to an invitation from Army Gen Raul Castro, 
second secretary of the PCC and minister of the FAR. 
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The Iraqi military delegation met with the minister of the FAR in 
a fraternal atmosphere, There were expressions of the desire to 
strengthen the fraternal ties that unite the peoples, governments 
and armed forces of Cuba and Iraq. 


The distinguished visitors also met with: Div Gen Senen Casas Re- 
gueiro, first deputy minister-chief of the EMG [General Staff], and 
Div Gen Rigoberto Garcia Fernandez, deputy minister of the FAR and 
chief of the EJT [Youth Labor Army]--both members of the CC; and 
other FAR chiefs and officers. 


During its stay in our country, the Iraqi military delegation vis- 
ited historic places in Havana, Santiago de Cuba and the Isle of 
Youth as well as military units, military educational centers, mi- 
litary industrial enterprises and other places of interest. 


Maj Gen Ibrahim Khalil Al Azawi and the other members of his dele~ 
gation were welcomed and seen off at the Jose Marti International 
Airport by Div Gen Rigoberto Garcia Fernandez, Col Arnaldo Trutie 
Matilla and Col Demetrio Montseny Villa, MINFAR office chiefs, 


Syrian Military Delegation's Tour 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 13 Dec 79 p 3 


[Text] A high-level Syrian military delegation headed by Lt Gen Hik- 
mat ash-Shibabi, chief of the EMG of the Syrian Armed Forces, vis-~- 
ited the Gen Antonio Maceo Interservice School of the FAR and a tank 


umit. 


Div Gen Senen Casas, first vice minister-chief of the EMG, and 

Div Gen Sixto Batista, vice minister-chief of the Central Politi- 
cal Office of the FAR--both members of the CC of the PCC--accompa- 
nied the Syrian officers in their tour through both units. 


When the military delegation arrived at the Interservice School. Col 
Jose Palacios Suarez, the head of the school, carried out the pro- 
per formalities and then gave them an explanation of the structure, 
operation and different courses at the center, 


The visitors then toured the Cuba-USSR Friendship Rooms, the Combat 
History Room, classrooms, dormitories and other installations of 
the military educational center, 


The military delegation watched demonstrations of the cadets' dex- 
terity and skill at the anti-incendiary and antitank ranges, 


At the end of the visit, a group of officers, sergeants, soldiers 
and civilian workers interested in art performed for the visitors. 
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Lt Gen Hikmat ash-Shibabi presented the school with the insignia of 
the Syrian Armed Forces. In the guest book, he wrote down his and 
his delegation's good impressions of what they had seen at the cen- 
ter. “It made an unforgettable impression on us." He sent an af- 
fectionate greeting "from our hearts" to the teachers, students and 
other workers at the school for their high levels of achievement, 


At the Tank Unit 


At the tank unit, the chief of EMG of the Syrian Armed Forces met 
with Brig Gen Iraldo Mora who gave them an explanation of the prin- 
cipal missions of the unit and how it is organized. 


Later they toured the Combat History Room, parks, an enlisted men's 
and noncommissioned officers club and other installations. 


Reception for Chief of EMG of Syrian Armed Forces 


Mr Nader Nader,commercial attache at the Syrian Embassy, gave a re- 
ception last night in honor of Lt Gen Hikmat ash-Shibabi's visit to 
Cuba, 


Div Gen Senen Casas, Div Gen Sixto Batista and Antonio E,. Lusson, 
president of the Cuban-Arab Friendship Association--all members of 
the CC of the PCC--attended the reception, 


Other officials of the CC, MINREX [Ministry of Foreign Relations] 
and the Cuban-Arab Friendship Association also attended, 


Syrian Officers' Visit Summarized 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 23 Dec 79 p 7 


'Text| A high-level Syrian military delegation headed by Lt Gen Hik- 
mat ash-Shibabi, chief of EMG of the Syrian Armed Forces, made an 
official visit to our country from 10 to 13 December, Commander in 
chief Fidel Castro, first secretary of the party and president of the 
Councils of State and Ministers, and Army Gen Raul Castro, second 
secretary of the party and minister of the FAR, met with the members 
of the military delegation, 


During the talks, the chief of the EMG of the Syrian Armed Forces 
gave our commander in chief cordial greetings from the top leaders 
of his country and wishes for improved relations between Cuba and 
Syria, 


During its stay in Cuba, the Syrian military delegation participated 


in a wide-ranging program of activities which included placement of 
a wreath on the tombs of Lieutenant General of the Army of 
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Liberation, Antonio Maceo, and his adjutant, Capt Francisco Gomez 
Toro, at the Cacahual Mausoleum and visits to educational centers, 
military units and places of historic interest. 


At Cacahual 


After laying the wreath on General Antonio's tomb at Cacahual, there 
was a solemn ceremony presented by a unit made up of representatives 
of land troops, the MGR [Revolutionary Navy] and DAAFAR [ Antiair- 
craft Defense and Revolutionary Air Force] and the Havana Garrison 
Musical Band. 


The chief of the EMG of the Syrian Armed Forces and his delegation 
visited two military educational centers: the Gen Maximo Gomez FAR 
Academy and the Gen Antonio Maceo InterserviceSchool. In both 
places they met with the heads of those units and their substitutes 
and were given general explanations on the organizational structure 
and different courses taught at those centers. They also toured 
various installations. 


At the Gen Antonio Maceo Interservice School, the military delegation 
watched demonstrations on the anti-incendiary and antitank ranges 
which showed the cadets' dexterity and skill. 


Lt Gen Hikmat ash-Shibabi, in the name of his delegation and hin- 
self, praised the FAR Academy and thelInterservice School, He pointed 
out the wide-ranging and modern study material used by both institu- 
tions to train FAR chiefs and officers and the high levels attained 
in the instruction process, 


The Syrian military delegation also visited the Museum of the Revo- 
lution, the Granma Memorial, the Jose Marti Monument at the Plaza 
de la Revolucion and a tank unit. 


In the guest book at the Museum of the Revolution, the head of the 
military delegation wrote: "I visited this museum with my delega- 
tion, We have iearned the historic stages of the friendly people 
of Cuba guided by their soldier chairman, Fidel Castro. These 
stages made the success of this great revolution possible, We wish 
you much progress," 


The high-level Syrian military delegation was welcomed and seen off 
at Jose Marti International Airport, and attended during its stay 
in Cuba, by: Div Gen Senen Casas Regueiro, first vice minister- 
chief of EMG, and Div Gen Sixto Batista Santana, vice minister- 
chief of the Central Political Office of the FAR--both members of 
the CC of the PCC; Col Demetrio Montseny Villa, head of the Foreign 
Relations Office of MINFAR; and Nader Nader, commercial attache at 
the Syrian Bmbassy in Cuba. 
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Children and the Military 


Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 4 Jan 80 pp 4-7 


[Text] Learn, little soldier with the red neckerchief, about the 
constant defenders of the conquests of your fatherland, Learn to 
love and respect those who have made one color a symbol--olive-green. 


The most recent liberators were born soldiers. The group of 82 grew 
until it became a giant. It liberated mountains, towns, cities and 
men; it liberated you before you were born. 


How many glorious pages have been written in these past 23 years! 
How much love and gratitude have crossed the waters and oceans to 
reach the brave standard-bearers of the banners of peace and victory 
and the singers of hymns of solidarity, unity and friendship! 


Today flowers grow in the Cuban trenches and fields are sown with 
schools. But remember, little soldier with the red neckerchief, 
hair and beards turn gray and you, the child and youth now, will 
soon be the builder of tomorrow, 


Perhaps the airplanes, parachutes and exploration are games to you 
today but, with these childish experiments, your patriotic and mi- 
litary conscience is being formed; the man of the future, the future 
protector of freedom, is being forged. 


Learn, pioneer; that is the best homage of gratitude that you can 
give, today and always, to those who took danger out of your path 
and filled it with majestic doves of peace, 


7717 
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VETERAN "PRENSA LATINA EXECUTIVE RECALLS EARLY DAYS 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 21 Dec 79 pp 5-9 


[Report on interview with PRENSA LATINA journalist Francisco Va Portela 
y Estevez: “Newspaperman During Three Eras"; date and place of interview 
not given] 


how? I A frustrated concert performer, with his ambitions of becoming an 
ct cut short by the Machado dictatorship, Francisco Valdes Portela 
y Estevez became a newspaperman when the printer's ink got into his blood, 


Portela — whose name like that of his father, Guillermo, who was chief 
editor of the domestic newspaper LA DISCUSION, is well nnowm — entered the 
1970's with 48 years of service in what he calls the "fascinating profes- 
sion,” seated in front of a typewriter, 


Prom reporting on cultura] affairs and at times sporting events to desk 
editor or assistant manager for 15 years on a New York daily, as well as 

to performing some of the complex tasks required of a news agency correspon- 
dents none of the jobs on a newspaper are strange to hia, 


Instead of just letting himself be interviewed, the veteran Cuban journalist, 
one of the founders of the PRENSA LATINA (PL) news agency, conversed in 
sprightly fashion despite his 70 years, interspersing anecdotes from a life 
rich in experience, with a timely bit of advice or a lesson learned from 
some embarrassing incident or other, 


"How did you get started in your profession?” we asked, After a brief 
pause, he went back some 50 years: “Machado had closed the university when 
I was in my third year at the School of Architecture, That and music were 
my first loves, still not forgotten," 


He immediately burst out with a compulsive digression: "At 16 years of 
age, I had performed with the Havana Symphony, conducted by Gonzalo Roig, 
interpreting the Liszt Concerto in E Flat, It was shortly after that, 
when I was getting ready to play with the Madrid Philbarmonic, that I de- 
cided to pursue what seemed to me to be a more practical career, 
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architecture, which turned out as we have already seen, Fate forced me to 
exchange the monotonous noise of the Underwood for the sonorous keyboard, 


"One fine day," he went on, "I accidentally ran into a former pal of ay 
father's who at that time had founded a tabloid that pretended to adopt 
Machado's views, 1A VOZ, which used to sell for a centavo, 


When Batista took over, the owner and manager of LA VOZ, who had been a 
Menocalista, thought he could go on pursuing his opposition, based on his 
memories of the “boss who looked like leather,” and wound up becoming « 
victim of the sergeant's “palmacristazos." "and that concluded ay first 
experience with the rotary press," Portela told us, 


A brief interlude to join the editorial staff of the review SELECTA in 
1936 — the first rotogravure publication in Cuba — where he served as 
head of the information department, "There, + wy pal, photographer 
Agraz, I had my first interview, with the now uweceased movie actor, Paul 
Muni, who was visiting Havana in his yacht," 


After SELECTA was closed down because it was “unprofitable,” Portela worked 
on the daily NOTICIAS DE HOY and on the review MEDIODIA to which his back- 
ground as a student of leftist ideas with the Young Commnist League, at 
the Institute of Secondary Education and later at the university, within 
the left wing, led hin, 


"The economic pressure on my at that time recent marriage forced me to try 
to find work as an ordinary journalist," Portela went on, “When I was 
offered a salary of 8 pesos a week and ‘opportunities’ for picking up 
‘bottles’ at a government ministry, something unacceptable in terms of all 
my principles, I decided to emigrate to the United States in 1936 with my 
wife and 60 pesos in my pocket, This was the path that a lot of Cubans 
had to follow before the triumph of the revolution, 


"In the concrete jungle," Portela said, “I tried to turn to the piano in 
order to find work on the radio, But times were hard, It was in the last 
years of the depression and the talkies had left thousands of musicians 
jobless, The American Federation of Musicians had managed to dedicate 
Mondays to relieving the situation for the jobless, 


"One night they called me for a job at a little club in the artiste colony 
of Greenwich Village, Rita Cansino's (Hayworth to the movie fans) uncle 
was in charge of the show there, I was good enough to accompany the dancers 
but, when it came to playing the popular numbers of the time, I was not up 
to date, 


"I had to settle for the contrabass, At one in the morning I finished that 
torture session with the fingers of my left hand bloody for lack of the 
callouses needed for that cruel kind of work and for the second and last 
time decided to abandon music, 
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"My kind of work was journalism,” Portela said, "and I began to work as an 
editor on the daily LA PRENSA, published in Spanish," 


The memory of his more active years lent more movement to our comrade's 
delicate and expressive hands and added life to his expression, 


His salary at LA PRENSA was small, It was during the early years of World 
War II, After an intermediate phase at Editors Press, when he got a better 
offer from the READER'S DIGEST, he accepted it, 


"There I got to know the big capitalist press, its way of operating and the 
ways it serves as an instrument of the State Department," he revealed in a 
brief but incisive dissection of this monster of American jourmaliem, For 
4 years (1942-1946) he worked in what he describes as "a sort of marine 
graveyard,” a dead-letter office which condensed works from other publica- 
tions, chiefly edited at the READER'S DIGEST main office for the purpose of 
lulling the thinking of world public opinion to sleep, 


"My old friends at LA PRENSA spoke to me again about that daily, about new 
possibilities, this time as chief editor, Delighted, I went back to news- 
paper work,” he said blissfully, "A few years later I became assistant 


manager of the newspaper,” 
That marked the beginning of "13 wonderful years" for Portela, 


"Aside from my job as chief editor and assistant manager, I managed a SUNDAY 
LITERARY SUPPLEMENT, This allowed me to enjoy 2ll the plays, ballet perfor- 
mances, concerts and even sporting events there were in New York, I enjoyed 
writing columns on art and music, and interviewing international and Latin- 

American political celebrities, It served as a window for my mind in a city 
that was fescinating because of ite evolution and alienating because of its 

moral depravity, 


“I managed to become a member of the club, the Music Critics of New York, a 
distinction which I believe has not been accorded any other Cuban,” 


At the risk of missing out on other such juicy anecdotes, we interrupted him 
so that, with his modest way of speaking, he would not neglect to mention 
his political activity, not only in the Cuban colony but also among other 
Latin-American groups, 


"At LA PRENSA I was the contact man for the ‘rebels,’ There I met my fellow 
Cubans of the '26 July’ and the Albizu Campos nationalists," he told us, 


"When Fidel Castro landed at Las Coloradas and the reporter for the NEW YORK 
TIMES, Herbert Matthews, interviewed him in the Sierra Maestra, I reached 
the conclusion that this was the moment for LA PRENSA to take a stand on the 
Cuban Revolution issue, I conwinoed the woman who owned it and the manager 
that it was absolutely necessary to write an editorial, It took almost a 
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month of dialogues and discussions, but we did it, What I had written was 
accepted and publi 4. 


Back to the story: “I first met Fidel in New York before his trip to Mexico, 
He had come to the newspaper to make a statement,” 


Portela peered at us over his eyeglasses and went on: "I saw Pidel again 
in Washington in 1959, when he was on a visit to the United States as chief 
of the revolution,” And with a touch of pride he added: "I saw to it that 
I was at the office when he was to come to New York, which he did,” 


Shielded behind his desk as teacher of a PL correspondence course and de~ 
fending himself from the avalanche of questions that made him jump from 
story to story, from memory to memory, the “veteran” described the circum 
stances of his joining the PL news agency, 


"You remember Operation Truth, Well, I had received a personal invitation 
to attend, but the manager at that time — who had been a secretary to ex- 
Governor of Puerto Rico lmis Munoz Marin — took advantage of the opportu- 
nity and it was he who went to Havana," Portela recounted, in a bantering 
manner which was not devoid of a veiled reproach, 


On 16 June 1959 the Latin-American PL news agency was born, Portela lost 
no time in writing its founder and first general manager, Jorge Ricardo 
Masetti, expressing his wish to return to Cuba and work at PL, The reply 
was delivered by Angel Boan, who had set up correspondent headquarters for 
the United States in Washington, 


"That was how," he explained, "I left LA PRENSA to once again join the gene- 
ration that left under turmoil, as Raul Roa said, and began to organize the 
PL office in New York on 22 August 1959, The PL's New York office was on 
Pifth Avenue and 47th Street in a skyscraper full of business offices, We 
set up a branch office at the United Nations," 


It did not take mich time in that hostile atmosphere for Portela to consider 
a show of solidarity, It was after the fiasco of the Playa Giron invasion, 
Attorney General Robert Kennedy directed his fire on PL and in November 1961 
Portela was arrested by the FBI for not having registered himself or PL as 


foreign agents, 


During the 4 days he spent in the New York State Prison, he made the ac- 
quaintance of a group of Puerto Ricans who had been transferred to Manhattan 
to be tried, although they were “residents” of Leavenworth, Kansas, where 
Lolita Lebron and her comrades had spent time, 


It was they who extended him the attention the warden of the enormous and 
well-filled prison had denied him, When he got out on bail, they saw him 
off, lining up to shake his hand, as if they wanted to once more express 
the great affection that has always existed between Cuba and Puerto Rico, 
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The Attorney General's Office demanded 10 years in prison and a $20,000 
fine for Portela and a $10,000 fine for PL, However, when the trial was 
held in Washington in March of the following year, the charges were throw 
out of court, This happened at the same time a senterice was handed down in 
Havana against the invaders of Giron, 


"What was the tensest moment of your career or, if you prefer, the most 
exciting?" 


“There were many," he replied, “from Fidel's appearance at the United 
Nations to the victory at Playa Giron to the counterrevolutionaries' attack 
on our Fifth Avenue office,.. But perhaps the one most charged with tension 
was the October 1962 crisis, The small office at the United Nations was a 


center of turmoil, besieged by all the accredited -orre ts in that 
crystal palace, Everyone was ready to leave whi ..ing [in protest], but 
I managed to remain calm, keeping firm control :** the situation while wait- 


ing for develcpments, 


"and I cannot forget,” he recalled with justifi. ie pride, "the moment they 
pinned the 20th Anniversary Medal on me — I was in Rome to attend a poli- 
tical event et the Cuban Embassy — which the revolutionary government had 
awarded me," 





His efforts at the United Nations earned him the praise of Simon Malley, 
manager of the review AFRIQUE ASIE, who described him as "a veriteble 
legend" during a visit he made to Cuba in 1978, 


After leaving his post as correspondent at the United Nations — his right 
to report U.S, news had been revoked years before at PL — due to his dif- 
ficult legal situation in that country, he returned to Cuba in 1970, 


After brief sallies into the Caribbean area where, among other things, he 
reported on a Nonalined Countries Movement conference and contributed 

toward narrowing Cuba's relations with the English-speaking Caribbean nations, 
he was appointed head of the PL office in Rome, Diabetes and glaucoma 

forced him into retirement at the main off‘ce a year and a half later, 


Now, with all of his years of experience, he feele nimself on the fringe of 
journalism and goes on showing new generations the path to follow, to be 
gure, not the easy one full of hidden dangers, rather the one that is full 
of beacons and sacrifices that lead to success, 


11,466 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


NATIONAL VOLUNTFER WORK--A nationwide day of voluntary work will be held 
on 24 February in honor of the third congress of the Federation of Cuban 
Women [FMC]. Workers, students, and members of the Conmittees for the 
Defense of oe Revolut‘ a, the National Association of Small Farmers and 
the FMC will work in the canefields, construction and agriculture, espe- 
cially fruit collection, as well as sanitation, The work drive will also 
honor the 85th anniversary of the cry of 24 February [call to arms against 


Spanish rule]. [Text] [FL141336 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 
GMT 14 Feb 80 FL] 


HUNGARIAN D*" SGATION--Pal Romany, member of the Hungarian Sociaiist Workers’ 
Party Central Committee and Hungary's mi- ‘ster of agriculture and food, 

today visited the Lenin agricultural enterprise in the municipality of 
Jovellanos, Matanzas Province. The members of the visiting Hungarian dele- 
gation learned firsthand about the 1979 productive gains of that agricultural 
unit specialized in the cultivation of vegetables and grains. At the Lenin 
agricultural enterprise, Romany and his entourage showed interest in the 
productive program to be undertaken in 1980, which amounts to 30,000 tons. 
[Text] [FL150014 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish ©900 GMT 15 Feb 80 FL] 


SOVIET COSMONAUTS* ACTIVITIES--A delegation of Soviet cosmonauts has arrived 
in Holguin on a rest and recreation visit, On arrival at the Frank Pais 
airport, the visitors were accorded a warm welcome. The delegation formed 
by (Andreas Nikolayev), (Pavel Popovich), (Baris Borilov), (Georgiy Gres‘kov), 
(Viktor Gorbatko) and (Les' Yumin) was received by Miguel Cano Blanco, mem- 
ber of the PCC Central Committee and first party secretary in Holguin Pro- 
vince, and other leaders. At the foot of the ramp a group of Pioneers pre- 
sented neckerchiefs to the cosmonauts and others chanted revolutionary 
slogans. Cano Blanco wished the visitors a pleasant stay in Holguin and 
explained to them the province's characteristics. [Text] [FL152001 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1908 GMT 15 Feb 80 FL] 


GRENADA OFFICIAL--Selwyn Strachan, minister of the Revolutionary People's 
Government of Grenada, yesterday held talks with Hector Rodriguez Llompart, 
minister-president of the State Committee for Economic Cooperatior between 
the two countries. Minister Strachan also met with Joaquin Benav? 4es, 
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minister-president of the State Committee for Labor and Social Security 
[as heard], and visited various centers of socioeconomic interest. [Text] 
|¥L161221 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 16 Feb 80 FL] 


MATANZAS AGRICULTURAL PLEDGES--Julian Rizo Alvarez, member of the PCC Cen- 
tral Committee and first party secretary in Matanzas Province, has accepted 
the pledgwe made by 17,000 workers to join the reserve battalion, This 
group's main objective is to join, permanently or on weekends, tasks in 
suppert of the sugar harvest and agriculture. The organization of this 
battalion was accomplished in 2,125 meetings held in work centers during 
which the workers expressed their decision to join that force and made the 
pledge. Accepting the pledge Julian Rizo stated that this reserve force 
will be used principally in cane agriculture, whether it be cutting, weed- 
ing, planting and fertilizing as well as other agricultural activities. 
|Text] [FL161606 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1523 GMT 16 Feb 80 FL) 


HART ANNOUNCES PROGRAM--A program of 10 fundamental tasks for the develop- 
ment cf massive cultural work in the entire country was announced by Armando 
Hart Davalos, member of the PCC Politburo and minister of culture, in his 
closing remarks at the third plenum of Holguin's cultural sector people's 
council. He mentioned the need for stepping up activities marking the 20th 
anniversary of the amateur entertainers movement and continuing research 
work for preparing an atlas of cultural traditions. Other goals are the 
creation of culture houses, new libraries and the development of activities 
aimed at furthering the population's massive participation. Hart also re- 
ferred to the effort needed for caring and preserving monuments and historic 
places. [Text] [FL181231 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 18 Feb 
80 FL] 


RISQUET HONORS WORKERS--Jorge Risquet Valdes, member of the PCC Central 
Committee Secretariat, has presented the Jesus Menendez red flag to the 
workers of the Maximo Gomez canecutting brigade. This flag accredits the 
group as the first millionaire brigade of the current harvest in Cienfuegos 
Province. The members of the brigade now want to cut one and a half million 
arrobas of cane by 3 March in honor of the 25th anniversary of the million- 
aire movement. Jorge Risquet expressed satisfaction over the results 
achieved by the workers and pointed out that men such as those need not be 
exhorted because they march at the vanguard of the sugar harvest. He added 
that the Cienfuegos brigade is well known for its productive gains and suc- 
cesses, and noted that every additional ton of sugar produced represents 
more resources for economic development. [Text] [FL181231 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 18 Feb 80 FL} 


MATANZAS PROJECTS COMPLETED--Julian Rizo Alvarez, member of the PCC Central 
Committee and first party secretary in Matanzas Province, has inaugurated 
four social services projects in Jaguey Grand: valued at more than 250,000 
pesos. The projects include an industrial products store in the community 
of San Jose de Marcos, near the Victoria de Giron citrus fruit farm to 
serve 2,474 residents. [Text] [FL191243 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 19 Feb 80 FL] 
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NICARACUAN LABOK LEADEK--The Nicaraguan working class is paying tribute to 
Gen Augusto Cesar Sandino by redoubling its efforts to consolidate the 
revolutionary process, Sandinist Workers Central [CST] leader Vladimir 
(Noroy) has told this station, (Noroy), who is participating in the ninth 
course for Latin American and Caribbean unionists, currently underway in 
the Lazaro Pena school in this capital, added that 46 years after Sandino's 
assassination the Nicaraguan people are fighting for the country's economic 
and social rehabilitation and are increasing their revolutionary awareness. 
The union leader finally stressed the unitarian process currently under way 
among the Nicaraguan workers’ ranks in connection with the CST, which was 
born in the heat of the struggle against Anastasio Somoza's dictatorship. 
[Text] [PA191320 Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 CMT 18 Feb 
80 PA] 


CDR SEMINAR--A national seminar for provincial and municipal deputy co- 
ordinators of the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution [CDR] opened 
this morning in Havana chaired by CDR national deputy coordinator Maria 
Teresa Maimierca. She explained that the purpose of the seminar is to 
strengthen the activities of the deputy coordinators, improve their knowl- 
edge and help them perform their leadership role better, We are in a year 
of work which will test your ability as a leadership cadre of the organiza- 
tion, she added, [FL191947 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1914 GMT 

19 Feb 80 FL] 


CASTRO CONGRATULATES CANECUTTERS--The members of the Youth Labor Army [EJT] 
in the province of Ciego de Avila have received a letter of congratulations 
from Commander in Chief Fidel Castro for having fulfilled their duties in 
the sugar harvest. In response to that letter the EJT is redoubling al] 
etforts to mark the 15th anniversary of the millionaire movement on 3 March 
by having 53 platoons and one company achieve that status. During the 
January emulation evaluation meeting it was learnee that Platoon No 53440, 
which cuts for the Orlando Gonzalez Sugar Mill, had been designated member 
of the provincial vanguard. The EJT in Ciego de Avila has 17 groups which 
have attained the millionaire condition and three companies have cut more 
than 1 million arrobas of cane. [Text] [FL201327 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1205 GMT 20 Feb 80 FL] 


COOPER’: LON WITH IRAQI WRITERS--Nicolas Guillen, member of the party Central 
Committee and president of the National Union of Cuban Writers and Artists 
|UNFAC|], has received at UNEAC headquarters the ambassador of the Republic 
of Iraq (Archad Auspik Isma‘il). As a result of the meeting, a cooperation 
agreement between UNEAC and the Association of Iraqi Writers will be studied 
soon to strengthen cultural ties between the two countries. [Text] [FL200017 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 20 Feb 80 FL] 
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RISQUET HONORS WORKERS--The 63d October Revolution Anniversary Brigade of 
Havana's Transportation Workers Trade Union has been awarded the Jesus 
Menendez flag for cutting 1 million arrobas of cane. The presentation was 
made by PCC Central Committee Secretariat member Jorge Risquet. During the 
ceremony Brigade Chief Braulio Maza reiterated the brigade's pledge to make 
a supreme effort in the next 75 days of harvest in response to Commander in 
Chief Fidel Castro's request. In that sense Alfredo Suarez, secretary 
general of the Transportation Workers National Trade Union, said: [Begin Suarez 
recording] The 63d October Revolutionary Anniversary Brigade has become an 
example for, an appeal to all those who are participating in this effort, to 
the agricultural workers, to those in livestock and agricultural transporta- 
tion, to the workers in the sugar industry, in the ports, in the railroad, 
to all those who participate in the sugar harvest. [end recording] [Text] 
[F1.201153 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 20 Feb 80 FL] 


BETTER CATTLERAISING EFFORTS URGED--Miguel Cano Blanco, member of the PCC 
Central Committee and first party secretary in Holguin Province, has exhorted 
to make 1980 the best year of that province's cattle industry in honor of 

the second party congress. The party leader made the appeal at the annual 
assessment meeting of that sector, recalling that the cattle industry has 
been previously referred to as an example of positive work. He stressed 

that much better results must be obtained in 1980. [Text] [FL201139 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 20 Feb 80 FL] 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


"PACOREDO,’ ‘"MORENURE' SECRETARIES CONDEMN SOVIET INVASION 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 5 Jan 80 p 4 


[Text] Yesterday the Communist Party of the Dominican Republic [PACOREDO] 

and the New Republic Revolutionary Movement [MORENURE] condemned the military 
invasion of Afghanistan and the “genocide” which, in their judgment, Vietnam 
is committing in Cambodia. 


Pin Montas and Rafa Gamundy, secretaries general of PACOREDO and MORENURE 
respectively, held a joint press conference yesterday to make public the 
position of their political groups on both events. 


Speaking on the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, Montas stated that this "is 
an obvious indication that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) no 
longer represents socialism but has come to be a socioimperialist regime." 


He explained the Soviet action as an intent to dominate a country whose raw 
materials it covets, which, in Montas' opinion, “shows that the Kremlin 
bosses will not relax until they see Russia's imperialist designs accomplished.” 


Montas branded the USSR as "the people's public enemy number one.” 


In turn, Rafa Gamundy, secretary general of MORENURE, agreed with Montas in 
his appraisals. 


He said that on the present occasion the USSR did not make use of its "Cuban 
puppets” but felt obliged to act directly. He warned that in this country 
revolutionary institutions "will fight against those organizations which serve 
as a base for Yankee imperialism and Russian socioimperialism." 


He asserted that "if there were no institutions like the Dominican Communist 
Party (PCD) and the Dominican Liberation Party (PLD), the Russians and Yankees 
could not carry out their aggressions." 


Gamundy stressed that President Guzman's government "should condemn the 
outrage of the Afghanistan invasion and that of Kampuchea.” 
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In a second speech, Montas stated that "the PCD's and PLD's silence on this 
occasion is the result of a broad opportunistic practice common to both 
organizations" and added that “they open their mouths only to praise the 
Cuban regime and Russia like true lackeys." 


Montas felt that Narciso Isa Conde and Juan Bosch, leaders of the PCD and 
PLD respectively, should give their opinions on the Afghanistan and Cam- 
bodian incidents. 


At the same time, the PACOREDO leader alerted public opinion to the effect 
that “all these aggressions are on the way toward discrediting socialism 
with nonvalid arguments." He warned that, if we accept the Soviet arguments, 
we shall some day have to accept those which the Yankees put forth if they 
invade Cuba." 


Montas announced that the current committee of solidarity will soon be 
reorganized on behalf of peoples subjected to Soviet imperialism and that 
the following Tuesday "the last of the released political prisoners, Castulo 
Toussaint Garcia," might possibly be elected chairman of that committee. 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


GOVERNMENT SUPPORTED BY 14 JUNE MOVEMENT VIA LETTER, MEETING 
Letter to Guzman, Pena 
Santo Domingo EL NACIONAL in Spanish 2 Jan 80 p 12 


[Letter to President of the Republic Antonio Guzman Fernandez, PRD Secretary 
General Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez and public at large expressing 14 June 
Movement's support of government; written in Santo Domingo 28 December 1979] 


[Text] Most excellent President of the Republic Don Antonio Guzman Fernandez, 
PRD [Dominican Revolutionary Party] Secretary General Jose Francisco Pena 
Gomez, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


We who, together with many other companeros, were the founders of the 14 June 
Clandestine Movement, the name we chose in honor of the martyrs of the 
unforgettable liberating action taken in June 1959 against the despotic and 
criminal tyranny which had been plaguing the country since 1930. We are 
writing a few pages as an epilog to that regime without forgetting that there 
was always blood willing to be spilled to achieve the liberation of the 
Dominican people. Obvious among these are the sacrifices of Luperon, Cayo 
Confites and many others intent on overthrowing the infamous Trujillo tyranny, 
sacrifices which culminated in the 30 May action. 


We who have publicly condemned the excesses of past regimes with great vigor 
and courage and have maintained a firm position through the years; 


We who observed how, in a process never before realized, the PRD arranged 
very free primary elections; how, in a skillful electoral campaign, it won 
the majority backing of a country tired of abuses, corruption, exile, 
imprisonment, and deceptions made toward justice and by justice; how the 
people cast their votes in favor of the party which you and other aspirants 
to elective offices represented; 


We who, like the majority of Dominicans, experienced the black dawn of 17 
May 1978 and witnessed the steps taken to prevent the will of the people 
from being carried out; who observed how the patience and skill displayed by 


64 











you and the PRD, with the support of a united people and the solidarity of 
friendly countries, were able to evade those difficult moments. We are also 
aware of the many stumbling blocks, carried out with Machiavellian intention, 
to obstruct and undermine the foundations of your administration. 


However, for us, the hope has emerged that perhaps the sacrifice made for 
the last 20 years has not been in vain. 


In carrying out its first 16 months of governmental administration, we have 
been pleased to see that your government is taking positive initial steps: 


a) The release of political prisoners. 

b) The return of exiles. 

c) The cessation of deportations. 

d) The enforcement of freedom of speech, press and association. 
e) Respect for human rights. 


And steps have been initiated to rescue the farmer, union freedom, the 
institutionality of the armed forces and public administration, and, especially, 
our irreplaceable mineral wealth with the purchase of shares of Rosario 
Dominicana, S.A. 


We know that there is a long way to go and that no Dominican can feel fully 
satisfied. The effort should be that of all and by all Dominicans until we 
wrest the humblest among us from the clutches of misery, ignorance and 
corruption. 


For the deeds and action accomplished, Honorable Mr President, receive our 
thanks, our moral and, if necessary, intellectual, professional and technical 
support and our expression of encouragement to continue along this line. 


Meanwhile, we shall continue to observe in order to encourage and help when 
necessary and to alert with constructive criticism, thus avoiding retro- 
gressions which might stand in the way of the goal we have been following 
for 2 decades to achieve a worthy and great country in accordance with Juan 
Pablo Duarte's dream. 


Respectfully. 
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Meeting Excludes Pena 
Santo Domingo EL NACIONAL in Spanish 7 Jan 86 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez, secretary general of the Dominican 
Revolutionary Party (PRD), stated this morning that he was not invited to a 
meeting at the Palacio Nacional which President Antonio Guzman held with 
founding members of the 14 June Movement, clandestine phase. 


El. NACIONAL staff writers asked Dr Pena Gomez if he had been invited to the 
meeting, since the document given to the news media by members of the ‘anti- 
Trujillo resistance group was addressed to both President Guzman and himself. 


"All I can say is that I was not invited to that meeting,” Dr Pena Gomez said 
by telephone from his residence in the city. 


The invitations to the meeting held by the head of state with the anti- 
Trujillo group were given out by the Palacio Nacional's office of protocol. 
It was not possible to get any reaction from that governmental departm:nt 
today. 


On the other hand, Ramon Imbert R. (Moncho) denied that there were any plans 
contemplated by 14 June members, clandestine phase, aimed at forming a 
political party. 


"That is completely false," Imbert R. said, "nor has any such plan been 


contemplated." 


Imbert R. thus rejected speculations spread during the last few days 
resulting from a meeting President Guzman held with a group of men who took 
part in the clandestine struggle against the tyranny of Rafael L. Trujillo 
in the latter part of 1958. 


When he was asked the reason for the meeting, Imbert R. said: 


"The document we gave the news media after the meeting with President Guzman 
is self-explanatory." 


That document was published as a paid article in all Santo Domingo newspapers. 


When Imbert was asked why the document was sent also to Dr Pena Gomez and 
if the latter had been invited, he answered thus: 


"We agreed that the document would be sent to President Guzman and the PRD 
secretary general, and we understood that the political leader would be 
invited." 


Imbert R. said that "the formal invitations were given out by the Palacio 
Nacional's office of protocol.” 


"I myself,” Imbert R. said, “received a telegram of invitation written by 
the Palacio's office of protocol." 
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Unofficially, it was said that some of the founders of the 14 June Movement 
present at the meeting were inclined to protest the absence of Dr Gomez, 
but they considered that, in reading the document in the presence of President 
Guzman and directed to both him and the political leader, “the protest would 
have been revealed." 


Imbert R. did not care to enter into a discussion on that aspect of the 
question. 


Instead, he said that invitations to the meeting were not sent to members of 
the anti-Trujillo resistance "who are holding public or elective offices as 
well as others who hold a position defined as militant politicians.” 


He was then asked about the presence at the meeting of a PRD senator from La 
Romana, Dr Radhames Rodriguez Gomez. 


"Dr Rodriguez Gomez served as coordinator during the preparation of the 
meeting,” Imbert R. said, “and he was present in that capacity.” 


He explained that “we were served in the capacity of advisers by a total of 
297 members of the anti-Trujillo resistance who were condemned by tyranny; 
of that number we excluded those who were holding official or elective 
positions or positions defined as militant politicians." 


Imbert R. explained that “some companeros said they could not attend the 
meeting and that it was impossible to find others who live in sections of 
the country whose address was unknown to us.” 


He considered the meeting held with President Guzman “highly beneficial" 
and indicated that it “does not represent any political commitment but, 
rather, recognition of the situation the country is now experiencing." 


In the document given to the news media, the members of the anti-Trujillo 
resistance recognize as achievements made by the government the release of 
political prisoners, the return of exiles, the cessation of deportations, 
the enforcement of freedom of speech, press and association and respect for 
human rights. 


According to information from the Palacio Nacional's press office, after the 
conclusion of the meeting President Guzman expressed thanks for the support 
offered him by the members of the anti-Trujillo resistance. 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


UPA HEAD SEES JIMENEZ RETIREMENT AS HIGH LEVEL MANEUVERING 
Santo Domingo EL NACIONAL in Spanish 4 Jan 80 p 12 


[Text] The chairman of the Anti-Imperialist Patriotic Union [UPA] stated 

yesterday that the retirement of Vice Adm Ramon E. Jimenez was part of a 

strategy directed by “powerful national and foreign sectors," whom he did 
not identify. 


Franklin J. Franco said that those sectors are “apprehensive about the 
discrediting of the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), which is increasing 
daily, and the confusion in the Reformist Party." 


Therefore, according to Franco, they are contemplating “the possibility of 
rallying the social, economic and political forces" around the figure of 
Jimenez. 


Again according to Franco, “strategists in State Department electoral subjects 
and national reaction must urgently come with new figures in whom the people 
can have complete confidence, for, despite the reelectionist appetites of 
Guzman (the president), everything indicates that the PRD's loss of 

reputation and reformism will continue to deepen.” 


He also stated that “native reaction does not depend day by day on a visible 
head to reconcile the various economic interests at issue, whether civilian 
or military. 


"The reelectionist ambitions of the Guzman group, which fully dominates that 
party over the short and long terms,” he asserted, “are a factor which will 
increase the people's lack of confidence in the PRD and disqualify that 
organization thus coming out ahead in the next electoral contest. 


"For these reasons," he continued, “native reaction and the U.S. Embassy 
must, of necessity, create new power options, new positions in the face of 
any obstacle, and one of these options is the figure of former admiral Jimenez.” 


He concluded, “It is possible that others may appear between now and 1982, but 
this is a very worthwhile map for conservative native and foreign sectors.” 


8568 
CSO: 3010 68 








DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


PRIEST ON COMMUNISM, CHURCH--Father Lautico Garcia said yesterday that 
communism is acquiring much strength in the country but that, at the same 
time, the government has great possibilities of neutralizing any foreign 
ideology by using the means within its power. He said that, if President 
Guzman's government decides upon a popular policy and implements some of the 
promises it has made, it would succeed in rapidly neutralizing communism 

in our country. The Jesuit priest gave these observations as a part of the 
Aeromundo program, directed by journalist Guillermo Gomez, and examined the 
country's economic situation as well as that of the church. He said that 
the country's series of problems is “very acute" and requires much personal, 
family, social, political, economic and religious austerity to overcome. He 
stated that the country is currently faced with problems of change, growth 
and developmen... With regard to the Dominican church, he said it is in a 
phase ot dispersion and pointed out that there are many good bishops but 
that there is a lack of unity and leadership among the clergy. [Text] 
[Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 7 Jan 80 p 8] 8568 
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EL SALVADOR 


CORRESPONDENT ASSESSES THREAT OF GUATEMALAN INTERVENTION 
PA161509 Rome IPS in Spanish 2245 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA 
[Article by IPS special correspondent Arqueles Morales] 


[Text] Panama City, February (IPS)--In recent months Salvadoran leftist 
organizations have insistently maintained that the Guatemalan Army might 
possibly be “the first link in military intervention against our country.” 


The theory is based on the premise that in view of the political crisis 
besetting the smallest Central American country, “The United States will 
try to create an alleged border conflict that will permit the Salvadoran 
[as received] Army to invade the country." 


Actually the two countries are joined by very close Links, both at the level 
of their military rulers and by their guerrillas and leftist mass organiza- 
tions. 


Thus in 1974, when the electoral fraud that brought Col Arturo Armando Molina 
to the presidency was followed by an uprising by a young sector of the Sal- 
vadoran Army, the Guatemalan Air Force, without even hiding its insignias, 
attacked the rebel headquarters, 


Subsequently, from the presidential chair, Molina recognized “the generous 
aid of Guatemala when communists who had infiltrated the army attempted to 
disregard the electoral results." 


At the other pole, the guerrilla organizations in Guatemala and £1 Salvador, 
particularly the People's Guerrilla Army and the Farabundo Marti Popular 
Liberation Forces, respectively, are cooperating closely. 


In addition to the constant signing of joint communiques in which they re- 
affirm “a common strategy,” on several occasions one or the other has car- 
ried out actions in its country “in solidarity with our comrades in arm," 


Reports on the preparation of an “emergency plan" to intervene in El Sal- 
vador have been discussed in Guatemala, even within the congress of the 
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republic, where opposition deputies have tried unsuccessfully to obtain a 
comment from the executive. 


The Guatemalan Army, which has vast experience dating from 1962, when left- 
ist guerrilla activity was first unleashed, is the largest, the best equipped 
and considered the most select army in the region. In the past decade its 
air force, artillery and mechanized corps were modernized, its command 
cadres wire rejuvenated with generals who are less than 50 years cld and, 
above al\, elite units were created. One of these, called the "Kaibiles” 

in honor of the Mayan god of war, is made up of over 2,000 soldiers and has 
been deployed in the eastern part of the country on the Salvadoran border 
since December, according to Salvadoran revolutionaries. 


This specialized counterinsurgency force is highly selective. It is made 
up of specially trained soldiers who have privileges not available to the 
average recruit. As is the case with two similar select groups, each member 
earns 4 salary equal to that of a teacher. 


Observers believe the possibility of Guatemalan action is real. Even the 
archbishop of San Salvador, Megr Arnulfo Fomero, spoke of it indirectly in 
one of his Sunday sermons when he warned against “any action by neighboring 
countries against our people.” 


However, the plan could have certain limitations. On the one hand, the 
Central-Americanization of the conflict, which was also denounced by the 
Socialist International at its meeting this month in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
would create a difficult regional situation. 


On the other hand, it would be necessary to consider whether--despite the 
fact that the Guatemalan ineurgency problem is based in the rural regions 
and is little known to the world outside--Gen Romeo Lucas Garcia's govern- 
ment is in a position to open up a front that woul be dangerous to its own 
stability. 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


RAIN DAMAGE--A Grenada Government statement today doubled the estimate of 
damage caused to the country by heavy rains over a three-month period. Ac- 
cording to the government information service, damage resulting from the 
rains now stood at some $40 million. The statement added that the Caribbean 
Development Bank had requested for study an estimate by government road engi- 
nwers of all the damaged roads in the country. The U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development had also submitted a report on rain damage to Washington 
with a view to granting assistance to Grenada. The statement noted that work 
ow” kev roads which were badly damaged in the rains was due to begin in a 
week's time. [Text] [FL192211 Kingston Domestic Service in English 2030 GMT 
19 Feb 80 FL] 


MORE CUBANS~-St. George's, Mon--Six more Cubans have arrived here to join 
$3 others engaged on Grenada's $45 million (US) international airport 
development project. The new arrivals include a topographer, who is study- 
ing the natural and artificial features of the site, and a geologist, who 
is testing the soil, a government release said. [Excerpt] [Port of Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Feb 80 p 9 FL] 


GRENADLAN SAWMILL--St. Georges, Mon--Grenada will start marketing locally 
produced timber this month through establishment of a government sawmill 

in the Grand Etang forest. The new operation, under the umbrella of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, is expected to bring in about three million dollars 
in revenue a year and "provide the answer to Grenada's immediate need for 
local building material." The sawmill will be operated by an engineer 
seconded to the Grenada government by the American Peace Corps service. 
About 25 Grenadians will be employed in the operation.--(CANA). [Text] 

\Port of Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Feb 80 p 2 FL] 
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GUATEMALA 


COLUMNIST SCORES U.S. POLICY TOWARD CENTRAL AMERICA 
PA181641 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 13 Feb 80 p 10 PA 


{Desde la Montana" column by Antonio Najera Saravia: "Stubborr 
Incompetents”") 


[Text] On 8 February the newspaper EL IMPARCIAL published an excellent 
editorial on the “erratic and inconsistent U.S. policy toward friendly 
countries." It must be admitted that the Russians are not so bright but 
they are smart encugh .. tke advantage of all the "stupidities" of 
those who now led the United States. The Russians would never have 
been able to chinge many countries’ friendship and gratitude toward the 
United States. However, Carter and company have been in charge of 
“destabilizing,” offending and almost killing their best friends and 
allies, as in the case of the shah of Iran. 


After so many huge errors, many Americans have been surprised by the 
lack of support they received during the Persian Gulf crisis from many 
nations which they naively thought were their closest friends. What is 
happening is that no one wants to have "friends" who demand elemental 
things such as human rights which are beyond the reality and possibility 
of nations. The worst thing is that besides making verbal demands, the 
United States supports the enemies of regimes which have been constitu- 
tionally established. The blood of the innocents in El Salvador will 

be on the hands of those who in such a stupid manner promoted a coup 
d'etat and recommended and continue to encourage a change while obviously 
realizing that their well-known enemies take advantage of their policy. 


The ecitorial commented that John Bushnell, deputy assistant secretary 
for inter-American affairs, has said that "the Carter administration 
believes that a change in the Guatemalan Government, similar to that of 
Nicaragua and El Salvador, is inevitable in 1980, regardless of what the 
United States tries to do...(and that) all efforts to maintain the status 
quo would be in the best of cases, solely to gain time and it might be 
that the final result would even be worse for the United States." There- 
fore, the experts of tae State Department “have already begun to cool 
their relations with the Guatemalan Government and have established 











contacts with leaders of the moderate opposition..." (And Mr Pancho 
Ortiz [U.S. ambassador tc Guatemala] is so nice!) 


EL IMPARCIAL right'y noted that this decision is the most direct and 
flagrant intervention in Guatemala’s domestic affairs. That is why the 
wolves in sheep's clothing who pretend to be a “moderate” opposition arv. 
so cocky. They lean toward socialism and are incapable of successfully 
halting the advances of commun..sm. It is no secret that the Jesuits, 
the “brains” of the church and Christian Democracy, believe that there 
is a lot of good in communism, that capitalism is bad and that a revolu- 
tion must be carried out by force if necessary to punish the sinners and 
put things in their place. 


When a socialist or communist regime is threatened, it knows that it has 
the firm support of the Russians. The famous “Brezhnev doctrine” makes 
official what they have always practiced. That is why the countries 
which fall under communist rule will never return to a democracy or be 
allies of the West. The leaders of these countries know that the 
Russians will never treat them badly, suspend aid and much less promote 
revolutions as Mr Carter did in Iran, Nicaragua and £l Salvador. The 
only thing that is demanded of them is that they remain faithfully alined 
to the Russian foreign policy. 


The saddest aspect of the inconsistent U.S. policy (which changes with 
each new president) is that the blunders are not rectified. Neither 
Car’ er nor his team of confused people are going to admit their blunders 
in the middle of a reelection campaign. On the contrary, the campaign 
forces them to stress that everything is going well. For example, many 
responsible North Americans have pointed out that all the warlike boasts 
cannot be backed v. because Carter himself undertock unilateral disarma- 
ment and a weakening of the U.S. arsenal. 


That is wny we do not see a rectification in the policy toward Nicaragua. 
Despite the fact that communism has already entered that sister Central 
American nation, the United States still speaks as if everything is going 
as it planned. It is still tninking of forcing the Nicaraguais to accept 
$75 million in aid while che Nicaraguans with typical communist arrogance 
warn the United States that if it gives them anything it must be without 
conditions. They say this despite the fact that they need everything, 
particularly food. Guatemala sent them corn but it was taken out of the 
plane that brought it and placed on board another enroute to Cuba. The 
Nicaraguans at the airport told the astonished cargo carriers that it 

was part of the “payment” that Cuba demands for cooperatiny; in the 
enslavement of the Nicaraguans. 


The United States ia also unable to correct its blunders in El Salvador. 
It screwed up our brothers (an expression I must use because it is the 
correct one) and it continues to support the Christian Democrats. The 
Salvadoran Christian Democrats, socialists after all, do not want to 
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accept “substantial economic aid" because despite the fact that they 
“share power with the militarymen” they do not want to accept that the 
U.S. “technicians” will include "three military advisers...to help train 
the Salvadoran armed forces." (PRENSA LIBRE 9 February) 


The obstinate blindness and political interest is so great that “Vance 
defended the plan to help Nicaragua's reconstruction indicating that if 
the United States remained on the sidelines (if it did not give Nicaragua 
money) it was possible that Nicaragua would lean to Marxism and would 
permit the Cubans to help it." (Another quote from PRENSA LIBRE.) How 
obstinately blind are these incompetent gringos who to the misfortune 

of the free world now have in their hands the destiny of the West. They 
do not realize that “to err is human, but only the wise amend errors.” 
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GUATEMALA 


TELEVISION NEWSCAST RAPS VICE PRESIDENT 


PA191307 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 0400 GMT 
12 Feb 80 PA 


["Aqui el Mundo" newscast] 


{Text} Vice President Francisco Villagran Kramer said in statements to 
the Spanish press that his murder was publicly and openly discussed in 
Guatemala and added that recently a deputy minister and a television news- 
cast director spoke of the advisability of the vice president's disappear- 
ance. 


Regardless of any danger of a reprisal by the vice president, such as the 
well-known maneuver to deprive Aqui el Mundo of its television time, we 
present our general director Mario David Garcia with tonight's editorial: 


This morning PRENSA LIBRE published statements by Vice President Francisco 
Villagran Kramer to the correspondent of a Spanish newspaper in which the 
vice president said that his murder was being publicly discussed. The cor- 
respondent also said that Villagran Kramer said that a former minister and 
the director of a television newscast had, during the funeral of Eduardo 
Caceres Melo, spoken of the advisability of his disappearance. 


Here at Aqui el Mundo, the frequent target of many of the vice president's 
attacks, we feel that we must address these statements. We must first say 
that we have never, publicly or privately, discussed the need for the physi- 
cal disappearance of any person because of a respect for human life consoli- 
dated throughout our Christian, academic and ideological upbringing. 


In the second place, in spite of our desire to attend the funeral of the 
victims of the Spanish Embassy tragedy, our heavy workload here at Aqui el 
Mundo prevented us from attending the funeral ceremonies of Eduardo Caceres 
Melo and the other embassy victims. 


Nevertheless, we believe that the traditionai vagueness which is typical 


of Villagran Kramer kept him from giving the name of the television newscast 
director who allegedly discussed the advisability of his disappearance. 
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This is one of his clumsiest attempts to emphasize the absurd martyrdom 
which he proclaims. 


The vice president's statements could have been made to meet the demands 
of his friends, the Spanish socialists. They would have liked to discredit 
the Guatemalan news media which published doubts about the participation 
of the Spanish ambassador in the recent tragedy here. A political, rather 
than journalistic, nature of the press statements would discredit any men- 
tion of Cajal y Lopez’ responsibility in the results of the attack on the 
Spanish Embassy. 


This regrettable vagueness by Villagran Kramer, when he alludes merely to 
the director of a telewision newscast, is the same lack of definition, con- 
sistency and honesty which have made him speak of his resignation during 
the past year without making it definite. 


Also, if we were to evaluate the achievements of the vice president we 

would have to admit that his most fruitful efforts have been in speaking. 

He has spoken against the government of which he is a part, against the 
system which allowed him to live and progress, against the whole country 

for which he would find a political pattern whose failure has been repeatedly 
proven in the world, 


This type of politician who enthusiastically preaches the doctrine of hatred, 
confrontation between brothers and the class struggle, tries to justify 

the use of violence as the means of reaching power and tries to appear 

later as a victim of the same terror which he has successfully created. 


The vice president's statements are in fact in great demand by the enemies 
of Guatemale, But he should take note that Guatemalans are getting tired 
of political statements which are more in character with a circus performer 
than a national dignitary. 


This is why, in order to rescue some of his lost prestige, he would di well 
to leave buffoonery aside and assume the serious, academic and inte! 1] uctual 
attitude which has been so often attributed to Villagran Kramer. 


If he really believes that his life is threatened, he should present charges 
giving names and sustaining his accusations with proof, As in the past, 

the Aqui el Mundo cameras will be unconditionally at his service for this 
purpose, if he chooses to use the press to present his charges. 


However, if he cannot, or simply does not want to do it, at least he should 
stop playing the role of the victim and, according to his oft-proclaimed 
intentions during the past year, present his resignation once and for all, 
even though it be a fleeting expression of manhood, 


Now that Aqui el Mundo has defined its attitude toward the statements attrib- 
uted to the vice president of the republic, it is up to the other television 
newscasts in the country to reject or confirm the truth of Villagran Kramer's 
statements. 
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GUATEMALA 


PRESIDENT REITERATES SUPPORT FOR PRESS FREEDOM 
PA152157 Guatemala City Domestic Service in Spanish 1230 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] President Romeo Lucas Garcia reiterated his government's respect 
for freedom of the press and the right to inform during a courtesy visit 
which the board of directors of the Guatemalan Journalists Ass~ciation 
(APG) made to the presidential palace at noon yesterday. 


The president discussed various aspects of the national life, especially 
matters related to journalism. In this regard, he expressed regret over 
the campaign of defamation which sectors of the international press, 
supported by Amnesty International, have been waging for the sole pur- 
pose of discrediting his government and Guatemala's image abroad. 


He mentioned the c:«. of newsman (Adolfo Marcial) who recently sought 
asylum in the Venes:::lan Embassy in this capital. He said the case is 
unprecedented, since there is no persecution in this country and, in 
fact, the newsman had been offered full protection both by government 
Minister Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz and by newsman Carlos Toledo Vielmann, 
public relations secretary of the presidency, who had interceded in the 
newsman’s behalf with the corresponding authorities. 


President Lucas emphasized that his government feels no animosity toward 
the press; on the contrary, it has extended frienaship and respect to 
journalists. He thanked the APG board for its visit, urging its members 
to vontribute their efforts toward achieving peace and happiness in 
Guatemala. 


The president expressed his personal satisfaction that his government las 
maintained and will cont’nue to maintain its position regarding freedom 
of the press, which, he said, we should all guard and uphold with a sense 
of responsibility. 


Returning to the case of the newsman, President Lucas told the APG board 
that the country's press can be absolutely sure the government is not 
responsible for the fears of [words indistinct]; therefore, the decision 
he has made is truly regrettable. 
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The APG president thanked President Lucas and said the Guatemalan press 
is not only aware of the truth of his words, but also shares President 
Lucas’ belief that all Guatemalans should form a common front against 
the enemy that seeks to eliminate our freedoms. 
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GUATEMALA 


GOVERNMENT PLANS SOCIOECONOMIC CHANGES IN QUICHE 
PA181254 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 13 Feb 80 p 5 PA 


[Text] A little more than 400 years after the conquest of Quiche and 
other departments of the country's highland, the central government is 
planning to carry out the economic and social transformation of the 
region through a work program which is already in progress, Economy 
Minister Valentin Solorzano Fernandez said yesterday. 


He said that through his ministry's initiative. the deputy ministers of 
agriculture, communications and public works ane economy are holding 
meetings and after assessing the situation will proceed “to act in the 
short-term to attack the basic problems of the region.” 


He pointed out that the name of Quiche is known throughout the world; 
it has become world famous and everywhere they are talking of that 
department as source of serious economic and social problems. Four 
ministries are participating in a program to res »ond to precisely this 
situation. The program will cover San Marcos, Quiche, Huehuetenango 
and Totonicapan. 


The idea, he added, is to provide as soon as possible with state 
resources a prompt solution to the socioeconomic problems those people 
have faced for many years in the fields of health, agriculture, communi- 
cations, education and others. In" short, the aforementioned prublems 
are going to be immediately taken care of in a region which has been 
neglected by all the governments we have had. 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


ANTIPOLICE PROPAGANDA SCORED-~-If the police answer the call for help of 
diplomats when peaceful terrorists seize an embassy, the extreme left 
and its propaganda media unleash a worldwide campaign accusing it of 
violating the principle of diplomatic extraterritoriality. However, if 
the police do not answer the diplomats’ call for help, leaving them to 
take care of themselves, and the peaceful terrorists cause destruction 
and death, the police are also furiously criticized. This was the case 
in Tripoli, capital of Libya, where the French Embassy was deliberately 
burned and the Tunisian Embassy attacked, in both cases by presumably 
peaceful mobs. The terrorists tried to justify their violent actions 
alleging that it was a protest against the military aid given by France 
to Tunisia to halt a guerrilla attack. Libyan police were criticized 
throughout the world in support of the protest lodged by France because 
the police did not answer the call of French and Tunisian diplomats. 
[Commentary] [Text] [PA151425 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala 
in Spanish 0400 GMT 9 Feb 80 PA) 


FUR NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS--The United Revolutionary Front (FUR) 
yesterday confirmed its determination not to participate in the upcoming 
municipal elections. The FUR National Political Council and the National 
Executive Council stated in a communique that to participate would be to 
negate the organization's democratic essence. The FUR also decided to 
inform all rank and file leaders, militants, affiliates and sympathizers 
of the party of its decision and publicize it nationaliy and inter- 
fiationally. The party councils expressed their ratification of the party 
p.iicy, which throughout the course of its struggle has been directed 
toward the achievement of an opening to democracy in order to fulfill 

the national aspiration of bringing about economic, political and social 
change to permit progress and development of an environment of peace and 
legality. They add that they have remained committed to this continuous 
struggle despite the adverse conditions existing in Guatemala, which 

have been maintained by the high price of repression. 
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HONDURAS 


COMMENTARY DEFENDS ARRESTED NICARAGUAN REFUGEES 
PAL°1"25 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 19 Feb 80 PA 
[Commentary | 


[Text] It was recently announced that the Honduran military had captured 
a group of 250 Nicaraguan citizens who had established themselves in the 
area of Concepcion de Maria Municipality, Choluteca Department, with the 
purpose of invading Nicaragua. 


It was learned that some of them were former members of the Nicaraguan 
National Guard which was dismembered when the present rulers took over. 
Those who were captured had no weapons with them, did not resist arrest, 
and were taken to the refugee camp which operates in Yusguare Municipality, 
Choluteca Department. 


The operation was no more than a routine surveillance operation along the 
border area, with the duty of maintaining strict neutrality with regard 
to the domestic affairs of Nicaragua and seeing that this neutrality is 
respected by those who are opposed to the Government of Nicaragua. 


The reports from Nicaragua say that the a has been discussed in 
Nicaragua as evidence that Honduras respec. sernational law and that 
peaceful coexistence exists between the two countries. It is also said 
that Honduras guards the border to prevent any incidents. However, in 
contrast to the calm and realistic attitude of our neighbors, we see that 
there are some Hondurans who try to cast doubts on the policy of neutrality 
that the armed forces government is following and this sector is trying 

to prevent relations between our two countries from returning to normal. 


Some Hondurans are more Sandinist than the national reconstruction govern- 
ment itself. They censure the attitude of our authorities and hint that 

our government should have been more drastic. Apparently, they would have 
preferred that the presumed invaders be executed prior to any investigations. 
However, they do not say this. They do not like the fact that the Honduran 
Gov. ament has oven gentle with these 250 Nicaraguans, t, merely capturing 
them and imprisoning them rather than immediately expelling them to another 
country. 
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It is very interesting to see this attitude after high-ranking government 
officials stated that they will be expelled if it is proven that they were 
violating our country's neutrality. Therefore, there is nothing original 
about those who seize other people's opinions. [Sentence as heard) Has 
any country voiced its willingness to receive the alleged violators? Those 
who are today attacking their own government, thinking they are serving 

the Nicaraguan Government, are very learned people whose stubbornness should 
not let them forget that a mass expulsion is subject to long and tedious 
procedures on the parts of the country expelling them and the country re- 
ceiving them. 


Likewise, they should not forget that the situation of the Nicaraguan refu- 
gees in Honduras is also subject to the dispositions of the United Nations. 
However, the sordid and tendentious comments by those who oppose the govern- 
ment seem to deliberately hide the fact that the Foreign Relations Secre- 
tariat [words indistinct] to seek a place abroad for the thousands of Nica- 
raguans who were received by Honduras following the change of government in 
their country. 


All this happened prior to the recent events in Concepcion de Maria Munici- 
pality. One of the reasons was, specifically, to prevent Honduran territory 
from being used to attack the Nicaraguan Government, in spite of the surveil- 
lance of our authorities. It is interesting to note the behavior of some 
strange Hondurans who try to sow confusion when analyzing the recent events 
at the border area, They try to cast doubts on the honest behavior of the 
Honduran Government officials and reach conclusions that are totally un- 
realistic, trying to create problems for the two governments. They want 

to ruin the reputation of their own country. 


We are not going to use the proper adjectives for this outrageous behavior. 
Public opinion has already done this by rejecting it. 
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LABOR FEDERATIONS CALL FOR NATIONALIZATION OF TRANSNATIONALS 
PA170427 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Feb 80 p 6 PA 
[Editorial: “The Nationalization of Transnational Enterprises") 


[Excerpts] The country’s three labor federations, the Confederation of 
Honduran Workers, the General Workers’ Central and the Committee for Labor 
Unity have decided to ask the military government junta to nationalize 

three transnational companies: Texaco, Rosario Mining Company and Cerveceria 
Hondurena, a subsidiary of Standard Fruit Company. 


The request of the labor federations is very important from a political 
point of view when one considers the needs of the country, burdened by a 
crisis and plundered by the transnational companies which search for maxi- 
mum benefits, remove capital from the country and prevent it from freely 
starting on the road to autonomous development. 


It is almost certain that the president of the military government junta will 
not fulfill this request of the labor federations since his policies heave 
never included a proposition such as the one being presented now, 


If this objective has ever been considered, there is no economic, political 
or legal study on it. 


It is evident that the Honduran state has not taken any initiative to regu- 
late the operations of these enterprises. On the contrary, these corpora- 
tions establish the limits of government intervention in the economy, in 
spite of Article 251 of the constitution which reserves broad powers for 
the state in certain services and production sectors. 


The most sensitive side of this asphyxiation by the transnationals is the 
refining and supplying of oil byproducts by Texaco. 


Some time ago, not now, there was talk about building a national refinery, 


not of nationalizing the existing one--because of its worn-out condition-- 
to free the nation from the omnipotence of that foreign enterprise. 
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It is incredible that Honduras should depend on an international corpora- 
tion for its supply of a strategic material on which its security depends. 


Hionduras is very close to countries that have considerable oil reserves-- 
Mexico and Guatemala. Although scientists are looking for a substitute 
for hydrocarbons, we should think about building a refinery with capital 
from the state, private enterprises and other states [as published] inter- 
ested in solving the energy supply probien. 


A national refinery is a solution that cannot be postponed. The defense of 
our sovereignty demands it. 
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HONDURAS 


MEDIA ATTACKED FOR CONTRIBUTING TO ANARCHY 
PA201606 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 20 Feb 80 PA 
| Commentary | 


[Text] Because of their informative goals, the communications media carry 
out their information work in line with the ideological directives of their 
owners, managers or directors. Hence the visible political trends of those 
who whimsically attack the government and the position of those who voice 
criticism that is healthy for the general interests of the nation. 


The work of newsmen is protected by the principles contained in the consti- 
tution, which are the same principles contained in the law on freedom of 
thought. 


In Honduras, freedom of the written or spoken word is guaranteed for na- 
tionals and foreigners alike, as long as they do not attack public order, 
the security of the state, morals and good customs and in a word, as long 
as the newspapers, radio and television are spokesmen of truth and justice. 


Censorship is very different from criticism, Intransigence can never be 48 
principle of comprehension and harmony. Imposition emerges as the negation 
of all reality. Slander and calumny will always be ignoble weapons at the 
service of malfeasance. 


In the exercising of freedom of thought, uncontrolled liberty easily de- 
mn ‘alizes the beautiful purposes of the law, 


It is the :°vernment’s difficult and unavoidable task to safeguard every- 
one's well-being, without discrimination o1 any kind. 


Then there appear the false democrats whe in the name of democrary want 
to annihilate public Liberties. Then there sppear those who say they are 
friends of the armed forces, but they are in:srested in eliminating the 
republic's armed institution. There is a mobilization of the so-called 
defenders of the poor, the same one. who utilize the humble and the poor 
to increase disorders and public scandal. 
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Then those who d« fend human rights come on to the scene, but they under- 
stand these rights to mean the 1’ xk of punishment and ‘ndifference of jus- 
tice for the criminal, the right of agitators to cause chaos and anarchy, 
and the right of the government to stand idly by in the face of danger and 
the threats of subversion, 


All government action to protect the lives and properties of persons is 
reason for the enemies of tranquillity and the majesty of the law to accuse 
the regime of being arbitrary, despotic and dictatorial. 


The battle strategy of the anarchists [anarquizantes] is very well-known 
by the various sectors of public opinion. There is a proliferation of 
fronts and organizations whose foundation rests on the signals received 
from those who are the dynamo of the social and political decomposition of 
a nation, region or continent. 


The activists one way or another invade professional associations, unions 
and student groups, education centers and other organizations. It is then 
that they begin to accomplish their goal, first of all attempting t> dis- 
parage the government and the army. 


They blame the government if farming production is low after a bad winter. 
The government is blamed if parents and teachers do not cooperate in 
eliminating illiteracy, and so on, Perverse accusation. against the per- 
sons responsible for public administration become common, 


But nobody can deny the efforts being made to overcome the vital problems 
of the nation, We are in a process of development and although we are now 
involved in a period of electoral propaganda, the work programs of the 
government are in no way interrupted. 
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HONDURAS 


YOUNG OFFICERS OPPOSE INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICS ’ 
PAQ90154 Paris AFP in Spanish 2345 GMT 8 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, 8 Feb (AFP)--The young and conscientious officers 
of the Honduran armed forces issued a signed statement today urging the 
military hierarchy to leave the public administration and return to the 
barracks. 


In a document whose origin has not been identified, the young officers 
expressed their concern over the present electoral process in Honduras 
and added that the poor showing of political parties in Honduras does 
not justify the presence of the army in power for another minute. 


They also charge that, after so much time in power, corruption has 
undermined the highest levels of the hierarchy. 


The document, which reveals a division within the Honduran Army, men- 
tions another publication attributed to the Organization of Junior 
Officers [OSOS] which was published by Mexican newspapers. 


We reject any responsibility for fictitious documents, which vested 
interests and ill-intentioned groups have distributed in other countries 
and published in foreign newspapers. 


The distribution of these documents is done by groups interested in 
creating chaos and anarchy in our country. They know that this can 
only be done by creating dissension within the army, the documert says. 


We have also watched with great concern the manner in which the electoral 
process is developing, the document reports. It emphasied above all, 
the dissension between the various parties who cling to sectarianism and 
dogmatic attitudes and show a lack of political maturity and an incap- 
ability to direct the nation's future. 


However, they add, this situation does not justify the presence of the 
military in power for a minute longer. 
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The young and responsible Honduran Army officers also believe the time 
has come for the armed forces to fulfill their primary military duties. 
Our field of action is in the barracks, not government offices, they 
emphasized. 


The document also discards the possibility of a military coup in the 
country. This rumor has persistently circulated in the country lately. 


Both the officers and the troops are aware that the military institu- 
tion is confronted with a period of internal reorganization to solve a 
series of problems created precisely because of the distortion of its 
basic objectives. 


They also say they are opposed to the weakening of the armed forces 
through the implementation of inappropriate tasks such as public admin- 
istration. 

The document concludes with an appeal to the people in which it guaran- 


tees that the young officers will not allow the institution to continue 
becoming more and more involved in politics. 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


WARNING AGAINST RIGGED ELECTIONS--Eduardo Dumas Rodriguez, rector of 

the San Pedro Sula University in Honduras, has said that if the mili- 
tary officers install a rigged constituent assembly, Honduras will be 

led to a revolution similar to that of Nicaragua. Dumas Rodriguez 
referred to the alleged elections set for 30 April. He added that 

the traditional national and liberal parties and the Innovation and 

Unity Party, which do not represent any alternative for the Honduran 
people, will participate in those elections. Meanwhile the Revolutionary 
Party, the Communist Party and even the Christian Democratic Party have 
been excluded. The rector indicated that the recently formed Morazanist 
Front for the Liberation of Honduras is willing to wage a struggle if the 
26 colonels persist in holding power. For its part, the Honduran Uni- 
versity Students Federation has invited the people to join the struggle 
against the regime and for democracy. [Text] [PA161618 Managua Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0330 GMT 16 Feb 80 PA] 


AMBASSADORS TO, FROM NICARAGUA--The Honduran and Nicaraguan governments 
have exchanged notes granting approval of the appointments of Roberto 
Suazo Tome and Leon Talavera Salinas as Honduran ambassador to Nicaragua 
and Nicaraguan ambassador to Honduras, respectively. [PA152337 Panama 
City ACAN in Spanish 2212 GMT 11 Feb 80 PA] 


AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO--Humberto Lopez Villamil, the new Honduran ambassa- 
dor to Mexico, presented his credentials to Mexican President Jose Lopez 
Portillo. [PA152337 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 

15 Feb 80 PA] 


IDB LOANS--Honduras has 233 million lempiras available at present out of a 
total of 818 million lempiras in loans approved by the Inter-American De- 
velopment Bank [IDB]. The Honduran Government has already amortized 56 


million lempiras, the IDB reported. [PA191707 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1130 GMT 19 Feb 80 PA] 
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JAMAICA 


PREMIER, OTHER OFFICIALS VINDICATED IN ROBINSON CASE 
FL181055 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Feb 80 p 1 FL 


[Text]” The actions of the prime minister and other members of the government 
have been vindicated by Chief Justice the Hon. Kenneth Smith in his report 

on the "Spy" Robinson affair, which was presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives yesterday. 


In a formal statement the leader of the House, the Hon. Seymour Mullings, 
quoted the commissioner as saying: "On the evidence which I have found to 
be true it cannot justifiably be said that Mr. Robinson was used corruptly." 


In presenting a summary of the chief justice's remarks, Mr. Mullings remarked 
that he had not yet read the report himself, and members should understand 
that it covered all of 491 pages. 


He said members of the cabinet had not yet received their copies, because a 
sufficient number had not yet been "rolled off," and he was unable to make 
copies available to members of the House. 


Mr. Mullings said the summary he was presenting, has been prepared by a team, 
which had read the report. He was presenting to the House a copy of the 
report in two volumes. 


Copies of the report were being "rolled off" and would be made available to 
members and to the press, on the following day, he hoped. 


The report was the first to emerge from the commission of inquiry into 
allegations of government corruption. The commission sat for 45 days from 
September 11, to December 7, 1978 and heard evidence relating to 

Mr. Albert Robinson's employment with the Social Development Commission and 
his allegations that he spied for the prime minister on the opposition JLP. 


The minister said the commissioner had found that the Robinson affair in- 
fluenced the declaration of the state of emergency in June 1976 in,one respect 
only, "and that is the date on which the declaration was made, and he was 
satisfied that the advancement of the state of emergency was in the public 
interest." 
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On the first main allegation by Robinson that as an employee of the SDC he 
was assigned to the Maryland project to strengthen the PNP in a JLP area. 
Mr Mullings said the commission had found the allegation to be “palpably 


false." 


The minister said the commissioner's report "totally vindicates the action 
and activities of the honourable prime minister, the honourable member of 
parliament for East Central St. Andrew (Dr. D.K. Duncan) as well as officers 
of the People's National Party who were named in the Robinson allegations." 


In other findings the issue of a firearm user's licence to Robinson was found 
to be “illegal but not corrupt." 


The emergency detention of Earl Patrick Stephens was found to be based on 
allegations by Robinson which did not constitute valid grounds for the making 
of a detention order. 


Mr. Mullings said the commissioner found "that the evidence given that the 
detention order was in fact made on another ground was unsatisfactory and 
that in the absence of an accurate explanation of how Robinson's allegations 
came to be used, it was not unreasonable to conclude that the information 
was used corruptly to seek to justify Stephen's detention.” 


Mr. Mullings said the government is concerned about the implications of sone 
of the findings and is studying that follow-up action is now required. 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC PLANNING MODEL--The National Planning Agency [NPA], in coeperation 
with the government of Norway, will complete work on a detailed economic 
planning model by the end of this month. The planning model covers the 
areas of taxation, government expenditures, programs, monetary policy and 
balance of payment management. When completed the model will be used by 
the Bank of Jamaica, the Department of Statistics the NPA and the Ministry 


of Mining. [FL191621 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 
19 Feb 80 FL] 


NEW CARICOM OFFICIAL--Georgetown, Guyana, Monday, (CANA)--The new Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Jamaican Mr Roderick 
Rainford, has expressed confidence in the potential of the 12-nation inte- 
yrational movement. He arrived here two nights ago to fill a 19-month 
vacancy. The secretariat said that he served for many years in the Jamaica 
public service, rising to the position oi director in the Industry Ministry 
before joining CARICOM. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Feb 80 

p 3 FL] 
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NICARAGUA 


PAPER SAYS CONFLICT IN EL SALVADOR ALMOST INEVITABLE 
PA190539 Managua .LA PRENSA in Spanish 14 Feb 80 p 2 PA 
[Editorial: "El Salvador--An Inevitable Explosion?"] 


[Text] For many reasons the Salvadoran process is the focal point of 
the dynamics of politics in the Central American region. 


We are not trying, not in the least, to minimize the significance of the 
Nicaraguan revolutionary process. However, the Nicaraguan revolution is 
already consolidated, while El Salvador is still awaiting the outcome of 
the struggle between the people and the oppressive forces. In addition, 
there is something else. No country in the region will be free of the 
consequences of what occurs in El Salvador. Therefore, although no one 
should meddle in El Salvador's internal affairs we must follow, with 
attention, the development of the situation in that country to be able 
to foresee the consequences which inevitably will affect us all. 


Revolutions Cannot Be Exported 


In the first place, we reject the statement that the situation in El 
Salvador is a product of the Nicaraguan revolutionary victory. Those 
who state this are trying to cover up their intention of attacking the 
Nicaraguan revolution by using the pretext that the revolutionary 
government, and the FSLN in particular, are interfering in El Salvador. 


The Nicaraguan revolutionary government has emphatically stated that it 
has no intention of interfering in Salvadoran affairs, and no one has 
been able to provide the least shred of concrete evidence to the con- 
trary. 


The position of the Nicaraguan Government corresponds to the great 
historic truth that revolutions cannot be exported. We Nicaraguans are 
fully aware of this truth because our revolution was spawned amidst the 
oppression and injustice the dictatorship inflicted upon us. 
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It is, however, a different story if the Salvadoran political forces 
struggling for a change in their country have been stimulated by the 
victory of the Sandinist popular revolution. 


Violence Was Imposed on the People 


We can deduce, therefore, that the revolutionary process in El Salvador 
originated in the profound social and economic differences in the country. 


"The country of the 14 families," as it has been called, is an example 
of the disproportionate manner in which a few families amass the coun- 
try's wealth. The other side of the coin is, of course, that the great 
majority of the population is immersed in poverty. 


With 4.5 million inhabitants, twice as many as Nicaragua, and 20,000 
square miles of territory, one-sixth the size of Nicaragua, El Salvador's 
population-land ratio is an explosive issue in itself. If we add to it 
the fact that El Salvador, along with Guatemala, are the countries with 
the most unjust distribution of wealth in Central America it can easily 
be understood that Salvadorans do not have to borrow ideas from other 
countries to know what they have to do. 


And what is even worse, violence has been imposed on the Salvadoran 
people as the only way in which the situation can be solved. This is 
because the oligarchy and its political instrument, the military dicta- 
torship, have systematically eliminated every peaceful outlet to seek 
relief for the country's vast economic and social problems. 


One Frustration After Another 


Every time the Salvadoran people have tried to seek a peaceful solution, 
the army, encouraged by the oligarchy which has profited from the social 
inequalities, has violently slammed the doors. In this manner, there 
has been one frustration after another. 


In effect, in 1972 and in 1977 the elections were snatched away from the 
winning candidate, who was backed by the Christian Democrats and other 
reformist forces. Thus when President Molina, who was elected after one 
of those electoral frauds, tried to implement an agrarian reform which 
was encouraged by the United States, the oligarchs closed ranks and 
firmly opposed it. 


Recent history is much better known. The civilian-military junta formed 
in October 1979 failed to implement socioeconomic reforms that would 
open the way to a peaceful solution. Following this junta's failure, 
the current junta was formed, with a weaker political base and conse- 
quently less room to maneuver to solve the problems. 
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An Obsession With Repression 


Behind all of these political failures is the Salvadoran oligarchy's 
obsession with repression. 


This obsession is in effect open criminality. (Recalling the massacre 
of dictator Martinez, they have even dared to ask:) “If the 30,000 who 
died in 1932 gave us 50 years of peace, why shouldn't history repeat 
itself?" 


However, times have changed. The level of organization the Salvadoran 
people have reached and the weapons they possess means that any number 
of deaths the oiigarchy decides upon will lead to the destruction of the 
country. It is as clear-cut as that, and quite deplorable. 


The truth is that in El Salvador a political solution has been fading 
away at the same pace at which a conflict has been coming closer, and 

no country in the region is going to be free of the consequences of this 
conflict. 


The Consequences for Nicaragua 


As far as Nicaragua is concerned, after having established that our 
revolutionary governmen. has nothing at all to do with the events in 

El Salvador, we must note that we will hardly be safe from the conse- 
quences because more than one regional or nonregional reactionary force 
will try to extend the conflict to the entire region so that, in the 
process, it can avenge the defeat the Nicaraguan revolution inflicted 
upon it. 


On the other hand we cannot deny that with the Central American integra- 
tionist process the economic interdependence of our countries has grown. 
For this reason, the Salvadoran crisis will negatively affect our recon- 
struction efforts. In effect, the industrial exports planned for El 
Salvador will not reach the established goal, and some supplies coming 
from El Salvador will also be reduced. 


Lastly, if the military conflict in El Salvador were to spread, the 
entire Central American region will feel the effects of thousands of 
Salvadoran refugees. 


We who have known war and still retain its unpleasant memories fresh in 
our minds fervently hope that Salvadorans may find a peaceful solution. 
We hope it will be a true solution, and not a simple postponement which 
will make a future explosion even stronger. 


We Nicaraguans also know what the nature of this true solution should be 
like: Deep social transformations that will open the way to a peace 
based on justice. 
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NICARAGUA 


ORTEGA WELCOMES CUBAN SHIP, CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
PA151737 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] Escorted by eight coast guard boats and a tug, the ship "Palm 
Island" docked at Corinto port yesterday morning. This ship, which has a 
capacity of 13,406 metric tons, was loaned by the Cuban people and govern- 
ment to enable Nicaragua to transport its exports to international markets. 


The “Palm Island" has a crew of 37 which includes Nicaragua, and Cuban 
citizens. The captain is Companero Hugo Vivar Castillo. 


The ship, which was loaned by the Cuban Government, has five holds in which 
it is carrying 140 pieces of mechanical equipment that will be used to con- 
struct the Waslala-Siuna Bonanza and Waspan highway. 


The ship and equipment were delivered by Companeros Luis Hernandez, Cuban 
charge d'affaires in Nicaragua, and Companero Daniel Herrera, economic 
adviser of the embassy who were representing the Cuban Government. 


The highway construction equipment and a contingent of international con- 
struction workers who are in our courtry will be taken within the next few 
days to the site of the construction, 


Thus, the people and Government of Cuba are responding to the needs of the 
Nicaraguan people without any conditions attached. International techni- 
cians in various specialities are in our country with the sole purpose of 
helping in a disinterested way the reconstruction of the land of Sandino and 
Carlos Fonseca. 


This morning Companero Moises Hassan and Commander of the Revolution 

Daniel Ortega Saavedra went to the port of Corinto to receive the aid of 
the brotherly Cuban nation. Commander Daniel Ortega Saavedra thanked the 
brother’ y nation's help in a simple but significant ceremony that took place 
aboard the "Palm Island." Here is Commander Daniel Ortega Saavedra: 


[Begin recording] To the revolutionary Government of Cuba, its president, 
Commander in Chief Fidel Castro [applause], we once again give thanks for 
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this gesture of solidarity which has traditionally made »>rothers cf the 
people of Cuba and Nicaragua. 


There is much talk going around against the help of the people of Cuba. 
There is much talk, I say, because lies and rumors being spread by a hand- 
ful of revolutionaries around here are being repeated, are being multiplied 
by press agencies at the service of the most reactionary interests, the 
interests of exploitation, theft and sacking. 


When Cuban teachers come to Nicaragua the enemies of the revolution began 

to say that the Cuban teachers had come here to preach atheism and they 

tried to manipulate the religious sentiment of our people to pit them against 
the Cuban teachers. We all know that the work the Cuban teachers have been 
carrying out in our country is being done within the strictest respect for 
the beliefs and traditions of our people and it is the Nicaraguan workers, 
the humble men of the rural areas, the humble men of the poor districts who 
are the best witnesses of the activity being carried out by Cuban teachers. 


The enemies of our revolution have also been slandering the Cuban doctors 
and it is the Nicaraguans who are enjoying the benefits of those Cuban 
doctors in places where doctors were not known before. The best way to 
destroy this slander campaign is to cite examples such as this. 


There is also an attempt to make people believe that Cuba is giving us 
teachers and doctors, but is taking away our wealth. What wealth can Cuba 
take from us, from Nicaragua? We all know that our country is in a dire 
economic situation and that the people of Cuba and the revolutionary Govern- 
ment of Cuba have been characterized for helping our people and that in 
addition, for reasons of principle, the people and the revolutionary Covern- 
ment of Cuba would never accept a relationship with those characterisc. 


Today we receive in the name of our government, in the name of our vanguard, 
the Sandinist National Liberation Front, this beautiful ship which has come 
loaded with arms--this ship has come very full of arm --but of arms that 
are going to help us strengthen the process of economic reactivation, of 
arms that are going to serve to strengthen the economy of our country, of 
arms that are work instruments. 


The people of Cuba today are also deliveriug an impressive amount of con- 
struction equipment, more than 140 pieces of construction equipment are 
being given to us by the people of Cuba this morning. This construction 
equipment, which would cost our country millions of dollars to acquire, is 
going to be used, in the first place, to build the highway that (?links) 
Waslala and Siuna. It will be 156 km long and will involve the construction 
of 41 bridges and 393 sewers or small bridges. 


With this impressive work equipment which the people of Cuba are delivering 
without any conditions, 200 qualified workers are also arriving. They make 
up the Celia Sanchez Manduley construction work brigade, [applause] 
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if Companera Celia Sanchez were here at this moment, she would cry with 

joy because we knew of the great love she had for our revolution, a love 
which she expressed daily, a love which made her be preoccupied, to ask 
every day for the developsaent of the struggle in our country. She would do 
this because she was identified with the struggle of Nicaraguan people from 
the moment she took up a rifle to fight Batista's tyranny and alway’ kept 
informed of the activities of Sandinist revolutionaries when we cor’ \ ted 
Somoza's dictatorship. 


And when, in December 1974, after being liberated by a Sandinist commando 
unit, we arrived in Havana along with the commando unit, there was Celia 
Sanchez. [applause] 


And with the same preoccupation, with that same enthusiasm she remained 
until the last minute, until the last second of her life. We are sure that 
the Cuban brothers who are part of the heroic Celia Sanchez Manduley bri- 
gade, which is going to be mobilized from the first moment and which will 
set up camp in the [word indistinct] zone, in the hills of Nicaragua to 
engage in reconstruction work along with the Nicaraguans, will be worthy 
representatives of Celia, worthy representatives of the people of Cuba. 

At the same time, the Nicaraguan workers will be shoulder-to-shoulder with 
them and will know how to respond to this beautiful gesture of the people 
of Cuba, This gesture by the revolutionary Government of Cuba, only goes 
to show the great unity of peoples, the proletarian internationalism which 
became apparent in the struggle of Augusto Cesar Sandino and which becomes 
apparent once again in the process of national reconstruction, 


Long live the people and the revolutionary Government of Cuba. [Crowd 
shouts viva] [applause] 


Free fatherland or death. [End recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


GOVERNMENT PROMISES FUJ.FILLMENT OF PEASANTS' DEMANDS 
PA181429 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0005 GMT 18 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] Managua, 17 Feb (ACAN-DFE)--The Nicaragvan Government junta and 
the leadership of the Sandinist Nation2l Liberation Front (FSLN) today 
promised thousands of peasants gatiuerced at the Plaza ot the Revolution 
not to return “even cne inch of land confiscated from large landholders 
not affected by confiscation or intervention decrees in August." [as 
received ] 


Sergio Ramirez Mercado, member of the governing junta, said at the rally 
promoted by the Farm Workers Association (ATC) that the government will 


soor. issue a decree “that will definitely put those properties into the 
hands of the people." 


Recently, the attorney general's office gave those landholders 30 days 
in which to personally file restitution claims. 


Jaime Wheelock Roman, Sandinist commander and minister of agricultural 
development, said during the rally on Sunday that the FSLN leadership 
"fully and firmiy supports the demands of the peasants because their 

support for the revolution iaspires confidence in Nicaragua's future." 


The ATC, through its secretary general, Edgardo Garcia, demanded that 
the land confiscated from the estate owners not be returned but instead 
be incorporated into the agrarian reform program as "people's property." 


They demanded recognition of peasant unions by private companies and 
estates, participation of the unions in investment expenditures and in 
the production from each property, allocation of funds for improvemen*s 
and services to agricultural workers on “people's property" estates, 
establishment on such estates of people's stores with stock guaranteed 


by the state and the elimination of the "sancocho," the peasant's tradi- 
tional food. 


The ATC also warned that its members will raise crops on those proper- 
ties whose owners attempt to boycott production “and we will denounce 
them as enemies of the revolution." 
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Other demands were amendment of the labor code, flexibility and expedi- 
tion in financing for small farmers and cooperatives and reduction of 
interest rates on new loans to a maximum of 5 percent. 


The peasants, many of whom paraded with their working tools, said that 
along with the workers they are prepared to “take up the machete, the 
plow or the rifle to defend the Sandinist revolution to the end.” 


Minister Wheelock, who is in charge of the Nicaraguan agrarian reform 
program, warned that this process "is something very delicate. One must 
proceed in an orderly way, avoiding anarchist acts and pressures that 
could lead to the destruction of many properties." 


He reiterated that the revolution offers enough financing, technical 
assistance and good prices for the products of the small farmers. The 
peasant who does not have land will have access to it, even if we have 
to turn to idle lands owned by large landholders, he said. 


The commander said he favors organizing workers and peasants throughout 
the country, particularly in the private sector, “where an intensive 
demand for the rights of workers is more necessary." 


Ramirez Mercado, who concluded the act, announced that the government 
will draft proposed reforms to the labor code, the "legacy of Somozism," 
in order to make it an instrument for the defense of the salaried class. 
He then added that the government junta is prepared to talk with the ATC 
and fulfill all the demands presented during the rally. 


Ramirez scored Nicaraguan businessmen who had published on two pages 
of the local daily LA PRENSA an anticommunist speech made by Costa Rican 
President Rodrigo Carazo Odio. 


Ramirez said: “We will not be intimidate2 by comparisons which have no 
relation to Nicaragua's reality. They would have done better by donating 
the money used for the advertisement to the national literacy campaign.” 


He maintained that the revolutionary government has forbidden all com- 
panies prodcing liquor and cigarettes to advertise, which represents a 
great savin, for them, “and still tney have not heeded the calls to 
donate some of this money and demonstrate their desire to cooperate," 
he concluded. 
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NICARAGUA 


"BARRICADA' URGES STRONG MEASURES AGAINST SPECULATION 
PA162354 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 11 Feb 80 p 3 PA 


{[Unattributed article: “Organization and Strong Measures To Stop 
Speculation" ]} 


[Text] The list of maximum prices has set into motion heated polemics 
because it was not discussed with popular organizations. It is also 
being said that there is much speculation and it is not difficult to 
verify this since all a person has to do is to go to the closest store 
and buy any products having a fixed price. 


It is obvious that the aspirations of the Nicaraguan Basic Foods Enter- 
prise (ENABAS) to maintain «ffective coordination among the Domestic 
Trade Ministry, mass organizations, the Union of Nicaraguan Agricultural 
Producers, the Sandinist police and ENABAS itself, so far have not mate- 
rialized with regard to speculation and price hikes. This does not mean 
that prices should not be regulated but that for price controls to be 
effective there must be a higher degree of coordination and organiza- 
tion and a good vigilance system based on the Sandinist Defense Com- 
mittees (CDS), the MCI [not further identified] inspectors, and the 
Sandinist police. 


The struggle against speculators is no more and no less than the strug- 
gle to stop the counterrevolution. Speculation is based on a shortage 
of supplies, price increases, the impossibility of defending the real 
salary and, therefore, means unhappiness in the face of hunger and less 
support for the goals and tasks of the revolution. Speculation is an 
effective weapon for those who want our economic dependency rapidly 
increased since we must import staples due to the production crisis that 
followed the war. 


Without sufficient supplies, we will not be able to strike at the roots 
of the maneuvers of the speculators. Once supplies have been assured, 
there must also be a good supply system for small businessmen and the 
masses. The decision to create more commissaries and distribution 
centers in factories and production centers is in keeping with this 
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situation. It is up to domestic trade and to ENABAS to improve the 
distribution system. 


Regarding the demand of the masses to revise the price list, it is very 
probable that prices were not sufficiently discussed and that they are 
still too high for the lower income sectors, which represent the bulk 
of the population. What is the use of revising prices if, however, as 
it is the case right now, they are not applied? Would it not be more 
important to first make sure that the present price list is respected? 


To obtain this respect we do not have to have the conscience or the 
support of the Chamber of Commerce. We already know that its objective 
is to promote division among the small businessmen and to gain their 
support for their minority interests. 


Now that the situation is serious and even presents a threat to the 
reactivation plan, the solution measures must be based on swift and 
effective actions by the masses organized in the CDS. Those CDS which, 
like those of the East Market, are more susceptible to counterrevolu- 
tionary manipulation must be strengthened politically. 


In addition to this, state and mass organizations cannot continue 
operating without coordination. We do not think that the problem lays 
in the actions of speculators ad the complicity of sellers at the 
market place, as {‘enicucci, tue companero responsible for the conflicts 
section of the East Market Intendancy has stated. We believe these 
problems must be faced by establishing the importance of effective 
distribution by ENABAS, the constant work of the mass organizations to 
create awareness and to secure a greater commitment and, of course, by 
strong measures, which are already essential. 


Derunciation procedures, that start with the CDS, and the work of the 
Domestic Trade Ministry, will facilitate the work of the Sandinist 
police in answering speculators. Fines, jail and the rejection of the 
people are proper for those who make a mockery of hunger and needs and 
those who take advantage of the problems of our people and do favors to 
the enemies of the revolution. 


CSO: 3010 


103 











NICARAGUA 


OFFICIALS REPORT PROBLEMS IN ENFORCING PRICES 
PA151748 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 12 Feb 80 pp 1, 9 PA 


[Text] Jose Barreto, chief of inspectors of the Domestic Trade Ministry, 
has reported that on Saturday two inspectors working in the East Side 
Market were harassed by shots fired by alleged merchants who are not 
respecting the price lists for staple products. 


"In view of those threats and attacks we are going to get in touch with 
Guerrilla Commander Dora Maria Tellez and the Sandinist Defense Com- 
mittees (CDS) so that they will help us and give us the protection we 
need to enforce the price list," Barreto told LA PRENSA. 


He said the National Sandinist Police already offered its support to the 
trade inspectors throughout the country but that better methods to 
enforce the law are being studied. 


Barret. said that 30 inspectors are now assigned to Managua but this 
number wili be increased to 45. 


He added that some merchants who are members of the Managua Chamber of 
Commerce do not want to respect the price list. 


Humberto Mendoza, secretary general of the Domestic Trade Ministry, said 
that Minister Paul Atha met on Saturday with representatives of the market 
vendors, small merchants and the CDS to discuss the list of top prices. 
These representatives indicated that they supported the measure but 

asked for a review of the prices of some articles and said they did not 
agree with the margin of profits established for the wholesalers. 


Mendoza told them that the wholesale merchants had been left that margin 
of profit because free trade exists in the country and to encourage them 
to help solve the problem of basic grains. 


Minister Atha told the representatives of the market vendors that they 


and the CDS should faithfully defend the price list. They replied that 
they will report anyone who is overcharging. They said that although it 
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is true that they sometimes sold the products at higher prices, this 
was because they also had to pay more for them. Because of this they 
asked the minister for a better supply system. 


During the meeting with Minister Atha, tle representatives presented a 
list of needs for the supply of grains. Mendoza saii that a study was 
begun yesterday on ways to improve the supplies for the East Side Market 
vendors and the rest of the country where departmental and municipal 
trade inspectors are being appointed. 


Regarding the arrest of Chamorro, Torres and Vanegas, three hoarders of 
cooking oil, he said the investigations are stiil being carried out. 
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NICARAGUA 


PASTORA DISCUSSES MILITIAS’ ROLE IN INTERVIEW 
PA151745 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA 


[Excerpt] Commander Cero has said that this revolution will be for- 
ever. To the extent that the peasant tills the land and makes it 
produce; the worker makes the machinery produce; and the student, book 
in hand, prepares for the future; those three sectors will be arming 
themselves to defend the Sandinist people's revolution, thus forming 
the popular militias. 


This newscast, always interested in providing information and guidance 
to the citizens, talked with Commander Eden Pastora Gomez, known as 
Commander Cero. He is the defense vice minister and the official 
responsible for the people's militias. We talked to him to learn about 
the role of this armed sector in the production process. 


Pastora said that the people's militias play a fundamental role in the 
defense of social production and, furthermore, in the consolidation of 

our revolutionary process. It is evident, dear listeners, that to the 
extent the people become disciplined and arm themselves under the single 
leadership of our vanguard, the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN], 
to that same extent we will be guaranteeing the stability and strength 

of the revolution, thus confirming [the accuracy of] Pastora's statement 
that the revolution will last forever. 


Furthermore, the people's militias will be present in the fields, moun- 
tains and cities, actively participating in the great national literacy 
crusade, moving on with the revolutionary task bequeathed to us by the 
martyrs and heroes who died in the long struggle against intervention 
in Nicaragua and for the overthrow of Somoza's dictatorship. 
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NICARAGUA 


CATTLEMEN ASK FOR INCREASED MEAT PRICES; FORESEE DROP IN PRODUCTION 
Price Adjustment Request 
PA161541 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 13 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] The board of directors of the Federation of Cattlemen's Associa- 
tions of Nicaragua [Federacion de Asociaciones Ganaderas de Nicaragua] 
officially asked Domestic Trade Minister Paul Atha yesterday to increase 
the price per pound of meat by 12 percent for inferior cuts and 24 per- 
cent for prime cuts. 


According “o the cattlemen, they have not officially increased the 
price of meat over the past few years and it is time to adjust prices. 


When a newsman told the cattlemen that meat prices have increased out- 
rageously in the local markets, they blamed middlemen. 


For his part, Minister Paul Atha said he will study the request. How- 
ever, he told newsmen that in principle the spirit of the revolution is 
to favor the majorities and not the minorities. 


According to Ernesto Salazar, chairman of the federation, meat cannot 
continue to be sold freely; its consumption must be regulated through a 
national quota--otherwise we will not be able to meet the international 
quota stipulated in the economic reactivation plan, which is 65 million 
pounds. 


Salazar said the government is in urgent need of regulating local con- 
sumption--which ranged between 25 and 30 million pounds in the past-- 
because the present cattle production is not enough to meet the inter- 
national quota and leave the local sale of meat free. 


He explained that production has been greatly cut ¢.wn because of cattle 
that have been taken out of the country and indiscriminate slaughtering. 
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Meat Production Drop 
PA161543 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 13 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] According to the cattlemen, the economic reactivation plan 
estimates that 375,000 head of cattle will have to be slaughtered this 
year to meet local and foreign demand, but they will only be able to 
provide 300,000-320,000. They said that this deficit will be felt in 
local consumption because we will have to eat less meat if we want to 
meet the export quota. 


According to the cattlemen, it is up to our Domestic Trade Ministry to 
give a clear answer to this problem. 


The chairman of the Federation of Cattlemen's Associations said 
Nicaraguans will have to replace meat with fish, chicken and other food 
because the country is interested in exporting meat in order to get 
foreign exchange. 
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NICARAGUA 


JUNTA CREATES INSTITUTE TO DEVELOP ATLANTIC SEABOARD 
PA181456 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 18 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] The government junta has created the Nicaraguan Institute of the 
Atlantic Coast [Instituto Nicaraguense je la Costa Atlantica--INICA] to 
promote development of the Atlantic seatoard. This was reported in the 
Official Gazette of 14 February. 


INICA will have legal status and assets of its own but will be attached 
to the junta of the government of national reconstruction. It will 
carry out its activities in Zelaya and San Juan departments, the 
Caribbean islands under national jurisdiction, the country's Atlantic 
continental shelf and the sea adjacent thereto. 


The administration and representation of INICA will be in the hands of 

a director. Guerrilla Commander William Ramirez Solorzano has been 
named to this position. He will be the legal and extrajudicial repre- 
sentative of INICA, with full powers to grant general powers of attorney 
and to issue instructions to insure INICA's proper management. 


Some of INICA's main functions will be to coordinate the policies of 
state bodies for the development of the Atlantic coast; to draw up 
exploration plans for and studies on the land near the Atlantic; to take 
stock of human and physical resources in the area; to manage any finan- 
cial resources placed at its disposal; to train its personnel and to 
coordinate the local and international technical assistance required to 
carry out its activities. 


INICA's capital will be composed of some initial administrative funds 
provided by the state as well as properties and resources it may pur- 
chase or receive in the future. 


The creation of this institute will give our brothers on the Atlantic 


coast a new outlook. This is one of the main objectives of the revolu- 
tion which it will achieve through INICA. 


CSO: 3010 
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NICARAGUA 


OFFICIALS REVIEW AGRARIAN REFORM PROCESS 
PA192224 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 12 Feb 80 pp 1, 12 PA 


[Excerpts] The seminar organized by the "Wisconsin Landholding Center" in 
conjunction with the Farming and Livestock Development Ministry [MIDA], the 
Agrarian Reform Institute (INRA) and several researchers opened yesterday 
with several outstanding experts on agrarian reform and landholding in Latin 
America in attendance, The seminar is being held at the INCAE [presumably 
Central American Business Administration Institute]. 


The event was opened by Jaime Wheelock, commander of the revolution and 
farming and livestock development minister, who said hopes had been held 
for a long time for exchange in a systematic way of experience on agrarian 
reform and landholding. 


Wheelock briefly summarized the main characteristics of Nicaragua's society, 
which is mainly agricultural. 


He said the agrarian reform began in Nicaragua when the Junta of the Govern- 
ment of National Reconstruction issued Decree No 3 to confiscate the lands 
usurped by Somoza and his circle, which totaled approximately 2.2 million 
manzanas throughout the country. 


According to Wheelock, INRA is facing two main problems. It had to start 
immediately to manage the lands confiscated from the Somozists, which has 
forced it to abstain from adopting measures in line with the peasants’ 
pressures to obtain land, In addition, there is no peasant population per 
se in the areas where it has extensive landholdings. 


He said that although it had not been planned this way, the confiscation 
turned INRA into a huge enterprise for the management of these properties, 
which are in full production. This imposes some restrictions temporarily 
on the agrarian reform leaders and cadres, preventing them from implementing 
a real agrarian reform. 


He also mentioned a limited theoretical knowledge about what agrarian reform 
in Nicaragua should be as one of the limiting factors. He said this involves 
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some advantages and that they guided themselves by the principle of not 
imposing too strict a plan from top to the bottom and of taking into con- 
sideration the special socioeconomic characteristics of each area in Nica- 
ragua, "Rather our activity in regard to agrarian reform has been the re- 
sult of regional or departmental initiatives which our delegations have 
been carrying out," he added, 


Wheelock said this had some limiting effects but that the personnel are 
scientifically oriented and this guaranteed a sound evolution of the 
agrarian reform, 





Importance of the Seminar 


The agriculture minister said the importance of the seminar lay in the acqui- 
sition of the experience accumulaied by the lecturers currently in Nicaragua. 


We have companeros who have directed procesces which are very important to 
us. One of them is Jacques Chonchol, who was agriculture minister during 
the Popular Unity government in Chile, Wheelock said, 


Twenty Percent of Agricultural and Livestock Production Is in the Hands of 
the People 


Salvador Mayorga, deputy winister of INRA, took the floor following the 
opening of the seminar and recounted the history of that organization, 
including a brief description of the agrarian situation in Nicaragua. He 
said implementation of agrarian reform is made difficult in Nicaragua by 
the low density of population, the destruction of the economy during the 
war, and the antinational and antipopular policy previously pursued by the 
dictatorship. 


He said the total amount of land in the hands of the people is 1.2 million 
manzanas, which account for 20 percent of the nation's agricultural and 
livestock production, 


INRA has an additional 4 million hectares owned by the state, which were 
previously managed by the now defunct National Agrarian Institute (IAN). 

In general, these lands are in the hands of small farmers and some are 
located in the country's mountain regions, he added. He noted that INRA 

is trying to organize production in these lands rationally and that an 
attempt is being made to change the production relationship in a qualitative 
sense. 


Agricultural Organization 


Mayorga said INRA has clearly defined a type organization called the agri- 
cultural and livestock complex. These complexes have been created by group- 
ing together state production units consisting of old farms that were turned 
over to INRA, The grouping was effected under two basic criteria: Terri- 
torial and a production specialization criteria, 
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He made it clear that efforts are being made to avert a labor drain through 
the cultivation of other nontraditional, seasonal crops to generate jobs 
for the rural population. 


In sum, he said INRA has created 17% agricultural production complexes 
comprising approximately 2,000 farms. He noted that these complexes are 
incorporated into the production enterprise but that they are in a study 
stage. He added that there will be 32 of these enterprises in the entire 
country, noting that they will be directed by INRA's departmental or regional 
directorates. 


Cooperatives 


He stated thac INRA meanwhile is promoting the creation of cooperatives 

of small owners and peasants. From the economic standpoint, the objective 
here is to extricate the small producers from isolation and backwardness 

and to provide them with credits, technology and marketing facilities for 
their products. From the political standpoint, the intention is to organize 
the peasants as a social force of great importance within the revolution. 


Creation of Cooperatives on Two Levels 
Currently there are two levels of cooperatives: 


A. Cooperatives of the first level are credit and service cooperatives, 
They involve the association of small producers settled in small individual 
plots of their own who associate in order to receive credits and technical 
assistance and to solve marketing problems. 


B. Cooperatives at an advanced stage called Sandinist farming communes 
[cooperativas] (CAS), This involves the collectivization [puesta en comun] 
and utilization of land and tools for landless peasants, In this work of 
organizing the small producers and the peasants in general under the form 
of cooperatives, Procampo establishes a very close relationship with the 
farmworkers association, which shaped the cooperatives. The cooperatives 
were recently approved by the general organizational assembly and it is 
responsible for providing the impetus toward the cooperative organization 
and the incorporation of the peasants into the revolution's tasks. 
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NICARAGUA 





COMMANDER ARCE NOTES IMPORTANCE OF LITERACY CAMPAIGN 


PA171932 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 0300 GMT 
14 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] Commander Bayardo Arce has said that the literacy campaign will 
become the biggest political seminar of Nicaraguan history. Its objec- 
tive is not only to eliminate the illiteracy of thousands of people but 
to make them aware of the goals of the revolution. Commander Bayardo 
Arce explained the objectives of the literacy campaign in a meeting 
today at the Carlos Aguero School. At the meeting, he presented details 
of the literacy campaign to the Sandinist National Liberation Front 
National Directorate, the army staff, guerrilla commanders, army person- 
nel and executive committees of the mass organizations. Here are Com 
mander Arce's statements: 


[Begin recording] We have promoted the literacy campaign in response 
to economic, social and political realities. The national literacy 
campaign seeks to respond to those economic, social and political prob- 
lems. We obviously cannot think in terms of technical or technological 
training when 55 percent of the population is illiterate. If we want to 
train technicians for the future and to modernize our production system 
we must increase our people's education level. We cannot do this when 
more than 50 percent of our population is illiterate. This is the way 
that the National Directorate views the role of the national literacy 


campaign. 


In the literacy campaign we are not only concerned about teaching the 
illiterates how to read and write so that they can be trained as tech- 
nicians or professionals. Along with teaching them how to read and 
write, we want the illiterates to obtain a foundation for solid polit- 
ical training regarding the revolution. 


We believe that the training of 200,000 literacy workers is equivalent 

to holding the biggest political seminar this year. Not even the 
Sandinist Front, a mass organization or state institution could achieve 
the political training of 200,000 Nicaraguans as will be possibie through 
the literacy campaign. [end recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


BUREAUCRACY BLOCKING SMALL PRODUCERS' DEMANDS 
PA192232 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 13 Feb 80 p 3 PA 
[Editorial: "The ATC Versus Bureaucracy"] 


[Excerpts] The Farm Workers Association (ATC) has included, quite correctly, 
the demands of small producers (coffee, basic grains and other products) in 
its program of struggle. This development is worth mentioning because the 
Union of Nicaraguan Agricultural Producers and the Coffee Growers Coopera- 
tive in particular had tried in the past to claim for themselves the repre- 
sentation of these sectors. But it is perhaps that the interests of big 

and small producers are identical? Of course not! 


Thus the importance of the ATC's plans to organize not only the agricul- 
tural workers on state-owned and private farms, but small producers as 
well, through the various forms of cooperative organization, in order to 
fight as a single bloc. Aside from the fact that small producers have an 
important economic and social role to play within the revolution, their de- 
mands can be better met if they struggle on the side of agricultural workers 
than on the side of any other social class. Both the agricultural workers 
and the small producers have been subjected traditionally to the harshest 
economic, social and political repression. Misery and neglect in the rural 
areas have been their common lot and the Sandinist revolution is their only 
path to salvation, 


The ATC's demands on behalf of small producers are derived from this sector's 
past problems, in a search for "a radical change in the concepts that have 
traditionally prevailed in connection with credit requirements, the eradi- 
cation of bureaucratism, 5-percent interest rates for the small producers 
cooperatives that the ATC has promoted, the remitting of the debts of those 
who joined cooperatives, the establishment of just purchasing prices for 
small basic-grain producers, technical aid and effective training for the 
cooperatives, and so forth," 


This poses a huge challenge for the revolution, particularly for Procampo 
and the other financial institutions in charge of providing support for 
small agricultural producers. It is a challenge that calls for a specific 
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policy on behalf of the peasants, a policy that combines the revolution's 
political criteria with economic rationality in which the enthroned bour- 
geois parameters of Somozism that certain state «xperts still uphold do not 
prevail. We know there are people within the financial system who think a 
cooperative of small producers “is not entitled to be a recipient of credit" 
either because they never read that in their procedural manual or because 
of mere class instinct. We know there still are bureaucrats who like to 
grant all production facilities to big owners but raise thousands of ob- 
stacles when dealing with the peasants. Such attitudes should end forever 
in order to make way for new economic policies in accordance with the needs 
of our new popular-democratic state. The revolution demands a new economic 
theory, the democratization of the state and the politicization of tech- 
nicians on the side of the revolutionary classes, and the rural workers are 
already preparing to mobilize and struggle for those demands. The existing 
contradictions with the bureaucracy must be resolved in their favor. 
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NICARAGUA 


FUNDING OF SMALL INDUSTRY PROGRAMS EXPLAINED 
PA191743 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 12 Feb 80 pp 1, 12 PA 


[Text] The National Development Bank [Banco Nacional de Desarrollo--BND] 
has earmarked $12.9 million, 129 million cordobas, for funding small indus- 
try programs in 1980. 


This is part of the Sandinist peoples revolution's plan for this historically 
forgotten group, crushed under capitalism's uneven development throughout 
several decades of Somozism and imperialism, 


The bank's credit policy seeks “to provide needed funds for small business 
both in fixed investments and working capital so it can be reactivated, 
promoted and developed," BND Vice President Marcos Castillo said, 


He added that “several very flexible programs concerning payments, interest 
rates, collateral and other factors will be implemented to promote this 
important job-producing sector." 


Basically there are three industry financing programs which include small 
business. 


"Small industry is a great source of jobs and the funds provided will guaran- 
tee those jobs and the creation of new ones through promotion and develop- 
ment programs ,'' Companero Castillo told us, 


In general, there are 500 million cordobas available to local industry and 
129 million will be earmarked specifically for the development of small 
industry. 


There is a World-Bank funded program of $4 million (40 million cordobas), 
Another AID-funded program has earmarked $8.9 million (89 million cordobas) 
to promote and develop small industry this year. 


That makes for a total of 129 million cordobas available credit this year. 


"Small industry to a large extent produces or processes foodstuffs and 
these products earn revenue, both of which are priority considerations of 
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the economic reactivation program for the welfare of the people," Companero 
Castillo explained. 


Although past projects to develop small industry provided for technical 
assistance, such financing policies did not foresee an internal development. 
This limited small business activities. 


In 1980 the BND began a program to promote the small food industry. It 
has 9,2 million cordobas in available credit, 3.3 million of which has al- 


ready been given out. 


These funds were donated by the Netherlands Government to the Government 
of National Reconstruction, 


This is an interesting program because the money is used to finance street 
food vendors, pork slaughtering and so forth. In other words, those activi- 
ties that did not receive the slightest attention from the dictatorship for 
years. 


The interesting thing about it is that traditional credit requirements are 
not followed, The desire to work and a revolutionary awareness are enough 
to secure credit; references are a mere token requirement. 


"Credit for small industry gets preferential treatment as far as collateral, 
payment terms, interest rates and grace periods are concerned depending 

on the economic situation of the small businessmen. Even technical assist- 
ance in marketing, administration or production has been programmed for 
those who require it," Companero Castillo said. 


The small industry program is divided into three parts: Small industries 
that can receive up to 400,000 cordobas in financing; small businesses that 
get up to 150,000 cordobas and smail firms that get up to 20,000 cordobas. 


The overall interest rate is 13 percent of the balance, The deadline for 
fixed investments is up to 10 years and for working capital it is 4 years. 


In the case of small firms, fixed investment has a financing deadline of 
5 years as opposed to 3 years for working capital. 


Small industry is considered to be that industry which has fixed assets of 
up to 600,000 cordobas. 


Small firms are those that have total assets of up to 600,000 cordobas. 
To explain the importance the revolutionary government is attaching to 
small industry, we will analyze the scope of the BND program to finance 


industry in general. 


There are two special funds for it: The special operations fund which is 
exclusively for the private sector and provides funds for fixed investments. 
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The financing ceiling is 3 million cordobas. If it is a priority firn, 
the ceiling is 10 million cordobas with an overall interest of 12 percent. 
The grace period is a maximum of 4 years. 


The other program is the Venezuelan trust fund which includes funds for 
working capital and fixed investments and is earmarked for state and pri- 
vate firms, Its financing ceiling is 12.5 million cordobas for up to 15 
years with 4 years of grace and an interest rate of 15 percent. 


This shows the importance of overall industry in the BND financing programs. 
But even more important is the boost to be given the small firms in 1980. 
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NICARAGUA 


STATION PRAISES NEW TELEVISION CHANNEL 
PA161612 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0330 GMT 16 Feb 80 PA 


{Commentary ] 


[Text] The opening of a new television channel in Nicaragua is undoubt- 
edly good news for television viewers, who will now be able to choose 
from two different programs. The new channel promises varied and flexi- 
ble programming, seeking to eliminate the foreign programs which fall 
within the context of imperialist cultural penetration. 


However, the new television channel means something else. It means that 
the revolution now has another important communications medium. Because 
television is the most influential of the media, great care must be 
taken in its broadcasts. A Chinese proverb says a picture is worth a 
thousand words. Television has a double effect because it is a collec- 
tion of images backed by voices. The installation and operation of the 
new channel is a great step by the national reconstruction government 
which meets the demands made by some of our people. 


Those in charge of the new channel have the responsibility of increasing 
the national programs and gradually eliminating the modern music pro- 
grams which still survive in our country for obvious reasons. The 
Nicaraguan bourgeoisie a few months ago demanded its own television 
channel, and one of the arguments was that our people demanded another 
television channel with different programs in order to be able to choose. 
Well now, bourgeois gentlemen, your wish has been granted. As for having 
your own television channel, we think this would be very difficult because 
we do not think such a powerful communications medium should be in your 
hands when what Nicaragua needs is to have all the communications media 
in the hands of the popular sectors. 


We greet the appearance of the new channel, and although we are aware of 
its costly operation we hope it will soon present stable programming 
which will meet the demands of a country involved in its transformation. 
We ask the television viewers for understanding regarding the defects 
or shortcomings which the new programming might present, in the opinion 
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of some viewers. The important thing is that we are taking a step for- 
ward in the improvement and extension of the communications media at the 
service of the people, of the communications media of Sandinist Nicara- 
gua. 


The march to victory is not halted! Free fatherland or death! 


cso: 3010 
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NICARAGUA 





EVENTS LEADING TO SOMOZA'S OUSTER RELATED 


Moscow LATINSKAYA AMERIKA in Russian No 6, Nov-Dec 80 signed to press 9 
Oct 79 pp 6-22 


/Article by N. S. Leonov: "Nicaragua, July 1979"/ 


[Text/ All the people of Nicaragua, all democrats in Latin America, all 
people of integrity on earth waited for this day a long time. It came on 
the evening of 17 July 1979, when, having forgotten the fanfare of proto- 
col, the now former dictator Anastasio Somoza Debayle, accompanied by a 
group of gloomy and depressed closed associates, left the "bunker" in Ma- 
nagua in silence and haste like a thief and made his way to the airport, 
where his private airplane awaited him. The remains of his father and 
tyrant brother removed from their graves and placed in metal caskets were 
loaded into a special compartment. Under the cover of darkness the fugi- 
tives hastily said goodbye to the small group of their confused accom- 
plices who remained in Nicaragua. The airplane headed for the United 
States, where 25 miles south of Miami at the Homestead Military Base rep- 
resentatives of the American Administration awaited Somoza, his son and 
their retinue. Below, under the airplane wing, remained a country smol- 
dering in ruins amid the hysterical screams of those abandoned to the 
mercy of the henchmen of the dictatorship and the triumphant roar of re- 
joicing of the victorious people... 


The tragedy of Nicaragua began 45 years ago on a dark night in February 
1934, when Gen Augusto Cesar Sandino, the hitherto invincible partisan 
leader, deceived by the false promises of the national world, arrived 
from the northern selva. He was treacherously seized by the soldiers of 
the National Guard on orders from Anastasio Somoza Garcia--the founder of 
the Somoza dynasty--left by the American invaders as their gauleiter in 
Nicaragua after the interventionists had to leave the country. On 21 Feb- 
ruary on the territory of the same airport from which Somozea Debayle flew 
away 45 years later Sandino was killed. The next day fighters in Sandi- 
no's army, who had been earlier disarmed by fraud, were brutelly annihi- 
lated in their camps. 
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A night of dark fright and terror fell over the country. Nicaragua grew 
still under the heel of one of the lengthiest and bloodiest dictatorships 
on earth. The imperialism of the United States was the dictator's exter- 
nal support. A professional army of murderers--the National Guard--al- 
ienated from the people and trained by officers, who were graduates of 
American military schools, became his internal support. Nicaragua did 
not have foreign enemies. All the military training of the guardsmen 

and all the ammunition and weapons were intended for the fight against 
their own people. 


The officers’ corps of the guard was a privileged caste of like-minded 
criminals who had close contacts with their masters from the United States 
and with each other by mutual guarantee. A blind execution of the master's 
orders, joint responsibility for everything committed by the dictatorship 
and "blood brotherhood"--the bandits' favorite method--became law for the 
murderers in officers’ uniforms. This is what Abelardo Cuadra, former 
officer in the National Guard, one of the participants in Sandino’s mur- 
der, who subsequently deserted Somoza's gang and fled abroad, wrote about 
Sandino's murder: "We gathered at the appointed time. In all, we were 

16 people. Anastasio Somoza arrived at 0730 hours. He greeted us and 
said: ‘I am coming from the American Embassy, where I have just had a 
talk with Ambassador Arthur Bliss Lane. He assured me that the Washing- 
ton Government approved and recommended the removal of Sandino, who dis- 
turbs the country's peace.' 


"These words were met with a deep silence. I personally was shaken. I 
knew that Sandino was placed under surveillance during his trips to Mana- 
gua, but I never thought that a villainous attempt on his life would be 
made. 


"Somoza began to write the document. In this he wanted to make us all 
responsible for the crime that he intended to commit. No one uttered a 
word during the signing of the document. I also signed it. Nothing else 
could be done at that moment." 


Thus, as though among the Mafia, soldiers and officers became involved in 
crimes against their people and their heroes. One crime followed another 
and, in practice, it became impossible to go back, behind the fatal line. 
In time honest Nicaraguans began to say with good reason: "Somoza is the 
National Guard." In fact, this was not an exaggeration. The salaries of 
officers were unusually high for Central American countries. A recruit 
received 75 dollars a month and the salary of a colonel reached 263 dol- 
lars. However, in addition to this, they received special allowances for 
food, rent and medical services. The National Guard had its own hospitals, 
living quarters, entertainment places, beaches and so forth. Everything 
was done to reduce the contacts between military men and the common people 
to a minimum. In order to understand the consequences of such a policy, 
suffice it to read carefully the confession of Rigoberto Betancourt, a 35- 
year old national guardsman who fled to Costa Rica, made to a NEWSWEEK 
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correspondent in July 1979: "I was like all the others--an illiterate 
peasant kid. But, when I joined the National Guard, for the first time 
in my life I got three meals a day, shoes, clothes, a rifle and some 
self-respect. This is precisely why many soldiers in the National Guard 
would rather kill their own parents than leave the army.” 


If soldiers were ready to kill for a bowl of lentil soup, officers needed 
a higher pey. In addition to high salaries, they were permitted to ex- 
tort bribes in the cities and villages under their control as they pleased. 
Lt Col Bernardino Larios, a lieutenant colonel in the National Guard who 
emigrated to Costa Rica, told the same American correspondent that, for 
example, the commander of a garrison in the town of Chinandega could al- 
ways expect to receive 20,000 pesos every month in kickbacks from the 
owners of bars, houses of prostitution and smugglers and in fines for 
violations of street traffic rules. 


Even when officers in the National Guard retired, they did not leave 
their place at the government feed box. "Retired officers constitute 
more than one-half of all the directors of national banks. The head of 
a small pin could easily contain their knowledge of banking,” says Prof 
Richard Millet of Southern Illinois University, a specialist in Nicara- 
gua's recent history. 


Somoza, following the recommendations of his masters, not only entered 
into "blood relationships” with, bestowed privileges on and bribed guard- 
smen. He acted as a "godfather," appearing as a benefactor of his Mafia. 
It often happened that, having "unexpectedly" found out about the domes- 
tic misfortune of some soldier, he appeared in the barracks in the role 
of a “good savior,” pulling out from his pocket a thick pack of bank 
notes and counting off 1,000 or 2,000 dollars for paying the bills for 
the treatment of a sick relative, for the construction of a new house in- 
stead of the one that burned down and so forth. This primitive paternal- 
ism, designed for the psychology of semi-illiterate, not very responsible 
people, tied the will of the soldiers and officers in whose hearts feel- 
ings of -imple human gratitude still glimmered and, ultimately, pushed 
them to new crimes. 


It should be recalled that there were several such "godfathers” in Nicara- 
gua, although all of them were named Somoza. The founder of the dynasty, 
that is, Anastasio Somoza Garcia (Anastasio Somoza I), for a long time 
vegetated in minor posts of an employee of U.S. companies until, finally, 
his fate brought him to the crest of the country's political life. The 
masters first paid atte-tion to him in 1927, when as a translator from 
English he took part in the negotiations between the conservatives and 
liberals who fought with each other. The American invaders acted as me- 
Giators, trying to pacify them in order to rule the country more easily. 
The invaders, who occupied Nicaragua as ‘ong ago as 1912, became aware of 
the fact that the young official was ready to do everything to please the 
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masters. He was placed at the head of the National Guard established by 
the Americans and, therefore, of the entire state for an indefinite pe- 
riod. Somoza laid the basis for a hereditary "republican" system and 
then appropriated a considerable part of the national wealth. To inmrease 
the family fortune, all means, from buying and selling to confiscating 
the property of his opponents accused of no less than high treason, were 
used. Thousands of honest Nicaraguans could not bear the threat and 
blackmail and left their homeland, abandoning their property, which imme- 
diately "stuck" to Somoza's hands. 


U.S. information agencies, which monopolized the information on Central 
America at that time, enclosed Nicaragua with a curtain of silence. Hon- 
est journalists, who tried to penetrate into the country, encountered an 
"iron curtain"--not invented, but actual--created by Somoza and his mas- 
ters. From time to time, however, the truth about the brutalities in 
Sandino's homeland and about Somoza's crimes and pilfering reached the 
world. But how could it be made widely known if even such a president 
as Tranklin Delano Roosevelt, in response to the liberals’ anger at So- 
moza's “style,” uttered the following phrase, which became historical: 
"I agree that he is a scoundrel, but don't forget that he is our scoun- 
drel." 


Is it surprising that before 1956 Anastasio Somoza I transformed Nicara- 
gua into his own estate without impunity and with business-like effi- 
ciency, disregarding everything? He enjoyed robust health, had confi- 
dence in himself and believed that there would be no end to his power. 
Apparently, he was sincerely convinced that he broke the will of his pol- 
itical opponents with mass executions, prisons and the cruelest tortures. 
However, during the next round of presidential elections, in which Somoza, 
like his successors, inevitably was the winner, acting alone, patriot 
Rigoberto Lopez, a journalist, unloaded a pistol into the hated tyrant. 
The American masters did everything to save his life. He was brought in 
an airplane to the best hospital in the Panama Cenal Zone. Everything 
was in vain--Somoza died. 


However, the family of the leaders of the Nicaraguan Mafia also made pro- 
vision for such an eventuality. By that time Luis Somoza Debayle, the 
dictator's oldest son, had already been chairman of the parliament. In 
accordance with the "constitution" he was to inherit the post of the coun- 
try's president. The younger son-~Anastasio Somoza Debayle (Anastasio 
Somoza II)--was the commander of the National Guard. He was ready at any 
moment to back with force the family's rights to supreme government posts. 
He did not have to use arms. The country's leftist movement did not yet 
recover from the heavy blows resulting from the defeat of the Sandinists. 
The best representatives of progressive intelligentsia emigrated to other 
countries. The echoes of the national liberation struggle, the ideals of 
social justice and the ideas of scientific socialism penetrated with dif- 


ficulty into this society tightly closed to external influences. The im- 
mature Nicaraguan bourgeoisie, crushed down by the dictatorship, was torn 
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in the search for the most reliable way to win its place in the sun: 
Should it definitely take service with the dictator, sanctifying with its 
participation in the election pantomimes the perpetuation of his rule, or 
should it try to head the fight for its, as it seemed to it, lega! rights 
to power? As a result, the brothers remained in power until Luis Somoza 
died in 1967. For the sake of variety Anastasio Somoza II placed a pur- 
pet in the presidential chair from time to time, remaining ine cnie? of 
the Nat:ional Guard, and often he himself headed the state. But in anv 
case hi remained the country's absolute master. 


At that time Nicaragua was transformed into a vast estate of the Somoza 
family. About one-third of all the national wealth was concentrated in 
its hands. The best land, enormous herds of pedigree iivestock, a sig- 
nificant number of dairy industry enterprises and the main trade compa- 
nies belonged to Somoza. He was the sole owner of the Mamenic Shivring 
Company, the Lanica Airlines and the Vision Publishing House. He +1s° 
owned 46 coffee plantations, 52 cattle ranches and 50 percent of the 
stocks of all the companies established by Americans. As of this year, 
according to the most tentative estimates, Somoza's property was eval- 
uated at 500 million dollars. This vast wealth was amassed in a tiny 
poor country with a population of only 2.5 million and with one of the 
lowest per-capita incomes in the world. 


Following in his father's footsteps, Anastasio Somoza II tried in every 
possible way to strengthen the mutual guarantee in the National Guard. 

He issued an order in accordance with which officers and all soldiers in 
the National Guard were forbidden to make deposits in foreign banks, or 
to buy property abroad. Thereby, all the movable and immovable property 
of the members of the National Guard was consolidated in Nicaragua. This 
was another very important guarantee that the guardsmen would protect the 
Somoza regime and, at the same time, their property till the end. When 
in May 1979 journalists from the Spanish journal CAMBIO-16 asked Anasta- 
sio Somoza I whether it did not seem strange ‘to him that he, the country's 
president, was the owner of a very substantial part of the national 
wealth, he answered seriously: "You see, the Nicaraguan bourgeoisie does 
not want to invest capital in the national economy, it does not believe 
in the stability of our system and I have to take all matters into my 
hands.” The same journalists noted that Somoza spoke Spanish with an ob- 
vious foreign accent and English wit): a mire accent. It was not acciden- 
tal that the dictator spent his youth in the United States, where he ac- 
quired the reputation of a playboy when he was a student at West Point. 





It seemed that there would be no end to this phantasmagoric regime, as to 
the tyrant in the novel "The Autumn of the Patriarch" by Gabriel “arcia 
Marquez. Anastasio Somoza II--Anastasio Somoza Portocarrero--was growing 
up in the National Guard. He already wore the shoulder straps of a major 
and commanded a military school and big garrisons in the north of the 


country, accumulating experience in administration with the help of sub- 
machine guns. At the same time, however, Anastasio Somoza II was more 
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prudent than the founder of the dynasty. He insisted that his wife get 
American citizenship and acquire an estate in Florida. He bough* a pri- 
vate residence with a view of the ocean in Miami, built an office in Ma- 
nagua in the form of a concrete “bunker” without windows and with steel 
doors and constantly kept his personal jet and a naval yacht in readiness. 
Somoza was somewhat calmed by the fact that 6,000 regular national guard- 
smen vigilantly served in barracks transformed into forts, that there was 
the Central American Defense Council, which obligated his allies--CGuate- 
mala, El Salvador and Honduras--to come to his aid in case of a threat to 
the existence of his regime, that the country was flooded with American 
military advisers and that U.S. troops and warships were stationed not 
far away, in the PanamaCanal Zone. 


Meanwhile, the Nicaraguan dictatorship remained one of the last fragments 

of the former system of fascist regimes that collapsed in the world. So- 

moza was perhaps the only stateman who openly kept on his desk Mussolini's 
photograph, which he received as a gift, with the duce's personal dedica- 

tion. The Somozaregime was maintained only by fear generated by terror. 

In July 1979 the INTERNATIONAL HFRALD TRIBUNE wrote the following: “Every 
Saturday morning three closed trucks packed with young men with tied hands 
left the gate of the headquarters of the security service behind Somoza's 

‘bunker.’ Later these young men were found dead.” According to the esti- 
mates of journalists, seven to nine people caught on the slightest suspi- 

cion were killed in Nicaragua every day in the last few years. 


The increasing impoverishment of the people, unemployment in cities, neg- 
lect of the system of public health and education and total hopelessness 
for Nicaraguan youth--all this created the background against which the 
partisan movement again arose at a new qualitative stage in Nicaragua in 
the early 1960's. Individual detachments of partisans commanded by Sandi- 
no's former associates were active in the country in the 1940's and 
1950's. However, a genuine revival of the national liberation struggle, 
without any doubt, occurred under the effect of the victory of the Cuban 
Revolution and its heroic example, which inspired hope in the exhausted 
souls of the nations of Central America. At first these were separate 
groups of partisan fighters operating mainly in the country's northern re- 
gions covered with dense tropical forests--precisely where Sandino's libe- 
ration army was smashing the American invaders at the end of the 1920's 
and the beginningof the 1930's. Early in 1960 the acts of the new genera- 
tion of Sandinists were distinguished by an incidental nature, a limited 
scale and weak contacts with the population, which was intimidated by So- 
moza's terror. When the partisans were in danger of being surrounded by 
the big forces of the National Guard, they often went to the selva on the 
territory of Honduras. Such a "small" partisan war lasted several years, 
not letting the fire of armed resistance die out. 


On 12 December 1972 a natural calamity unprecedented in force befell the 


country. The country's capital was almost destroyed by earthquake. Doz- 
ens of other big settlements also lay in ruins. Thousands of people died 
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and hundreds of thousands remained without a shelter. However, Samoza 
used even this national calamity for unrestrained personal enrichment. 
The funds received for assistance to the victims from various countries 
throughout the world were appropriated by the dictator's family. Mocre- 
over, under the pretext of restoration of the destroyed cities the Sonoza 
Government introduced special additional taxes, which were used to replen- 
ish the bank accounts of Anastasio Somoza II. All these facts were ex- 
posed and made public by Nicaraguan democrats and confirmed by foreign 
observers. This drew the breaking point of general popular indignation 
closer. Immediately, the number of armed acts against the hated regime 
increased sharply in the country. The partisan groups strengthened, the 
region of their activities expanded and some detachments began to appear 
even in the vicinity of the capital. 


In December 1974 the world witnessed a desperately bold operation, during 
which the partisans captured in one of the capital's private residences 
17 ministers in the dictator's government and foreign ambassadors as hos- 
tages, demanding the liberation of a group of their colleagues from tor- 
ture chambers. This was the patriots’ first victory, which made the peo- 
ple look with different eyes at the myth of the invincibility of the So- 
moza family's power. The dictator began to tighten the screws in the 
country even more. A state of siege was declared in Nicaragua, which, in 
practice, was abolished only on 17 July 1979. Despite the terror that 
reached the limits of brutality, the opposition began to be even more ac- 
tive. Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, a popular journalist, representative of a 
famous family in the country, director of the prominent newspaper PRENSA, 
became one of its leaders. He boldly exposed the Somoza regime and up-~ 
held the need to restore a democratic system in the country. On 10 Jan- 
uary 1978 he was killed on a street in Managua by the dictator's hire- 
lings. Essentially, this murder became the point at which the rapidly 
growing resistance movement, which enveloped all the strata of society, 
began to grow into a popular armed uprising. This crime shattered the 
illusions of even those moderate members of the opposition who hoped to 
displace the dictator in a constitutional way with the support of the 
United States and prom ved them to get rid of this hateful figure. 


Somoza committed a tactical blunder. He did not take into consideration 
the characteristics o° the policy of the new White House Administration, 
which at that time for speculative purposes began to demonstratively bran- 
dish the slogan of protection of “human rights." Instead of adapting him- 
self to the changed "rules of the game," he continued to kill people when 
his masters proclaimed from the housetops the inviolability of the indi- 
vidual. Somoza did not even conceive that in this specific situation it 
would be difficult for his patrons to give direct and open support to 
their henchman. 


A fight between the advocates of the "new line," dreaming of lending re- 
spectability to the regime in Nicaragua, and the followers of the formula 
“our scoundrel son" was waged with intermittent success in Washington's 
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corridors. The dictator also blindly counted on his powerful lobby on 
the banks of the Potomac. He could not understand such subtleties as 
the suspension cf open deliveries from the United States to Nicaragua in 
accordance with the military aid program in response to Chamorro's mur- 
der. Somoza could not accept the fact that he became a burden and that 
another watchdog, democratic in appearance, was needed. 


Meanwhile, the wave of the popular wer rose higher. The southern front 
joined the traditional northern front. The zone bordering on Costa Rica 
became the theater of military actions. 


In August 1978 the civil war in Nicaragua received a powerful, new impe- 
tus. A detachment of partisans under Eden Pastora's command captured in 
the center of the capital the building of the National Palace together 
with 300 members of the government and parliament and other high-ranking 
officials of the regime. The partisans demanded the release of their col- 
leagues, who languished in prisons, the payment of 10 million dollars and 
the promulgation over the radio of their document exposing the Somoza dic- 
tatorship. The dictator did not dare to give the order to storm the Na- 
tional Palace. The death of his own minions would deprive him of the sup- 
port, negligible as it was, in the country. He agreed to meet the demands 
of the partisans. True, he succeeded in deceiving them, paying only 
500,000 instead of 10 million dollars, but the political damage suffered 
by him could not be evaluated in figures. On the way to the airport the 
partisans (25 participants in the operation and their 59 released col- 
leagues) were seen off by thousands of simple Nicaraguans, who waved the 
flags of the Sandinist movement. 


Several days passed and on 27 August 1978 a spontaneous armed popular up- 
rising broke out in the city of Matagalpa. It ended with the victory of 
the rebels. Somoza ordered the bombing of the city from the air and flung 
the armored forces of the National Guard on Matagalpa. The guardsmen cap- 
tured the city ruins and brutally dealt with the patriots. However, in- 
stead of the planned suppression the reverse happened. The spontaneous 
uprising involved ever newer departments. Under these conditions the 
leadership of the National Council of the Sandino National Liberation 
Front adopted a decision not to wait for the final mobilization of its 
forces, but to immediately call for a general uprising under the slogan 
"Death to Somozism!". The actions of the partisr=s took on a pronounced 
offensive nature. Four fronts, that is, the southern front named after 
Benjamin Seledon, the central front n ned after Camilo Ortega, the western 
front named after Rigoberto Lopez Perez and the northern front named after 
Carlos Fonseca Amador, were established. The patriots occupied several 
big cities, including Leon, the second largest city in the country. The 
offensive took on the nature of mass popular uprisings. Simple people 
raised barricades, made bombs, provided the fighters with food and armed 
with sporting guns went to battle side by side with the Sandinists. 
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Soroza's supporters again became active in Washington's corridors. The 
opinion that it was better to sacrifice the protection of "human rights" 
in Nicaragua than to face a development of events not controlled by the 
United States in this country, where the dam of popular anger was broken, 
prevailed. 


This was made clear to the dictator. He abandoned his vacillations, 
which so surprised and disappointed many of his officers during the par- 
tisans’ capture of the National Palace. Somoza declared a real war 
against the people, throwing all his forces, airplanes, artillery and 
tanks into the battle. Day after day bombs and missiles destroyed one 
quarter after another in the liberated cities, bringing death to child- 
ren and old people. 


In an attempt to save the population and preserve their main forces, the 
partisans began a tactical withdrawal. The uprising died away gradually. 
However, its consequences were very serious for Somoza. In the course of 
the September battles, as evidenced by the communique of the Sandino Na- 
tional Liberation Front issued in Costa Rica on 17 October 1978, the Na- 
tional Guard lost 1,200 people through wounding and killing and 700 guard- 
smen deserted. Among the civilian population 6,000 people died during the 
barbarian bombings and street fights. An economic chaos aggravated by the 
flight of capital began in the country. During the first 9 months of 

1978 alone more than 625 million dollars were transferred from the country 
abroad. 


The statements by the leaders of the front were imbued with confidence in 
victory. One of them stated: "Today we are stronger than yesterday. We 
have more people, arms and battle experience... We are undergoing a proc- 
ess of technical rearmament and training... Today we are in a single 

rank with the armed people and are ready to prevent the victory, which 
cost so many lives and blood for more than 44 years, being snatched out 

of their hands." The front stressed that its leaders made a historical 
commitment to the nation--to eliminate Somozism, to achieve the expropria- 
tion of the property of the dictator's family and to establish new nation- 
al armed forces, which would ensure the people's effective participation 
in decisions concerning their fate. The statement placed heavy responsi- 
bility on the foreign forces--the United States and reactionary Central 
American regimes--that gave Somoza help and support in September 1978. 


Now it has become obvious that the September uprising was a general repe- 
tition of the final and victorious act. The patriots learned important 
lessons from the events. For example, Eden Pastora in an interview given 
to the journal NEWSWEEK in October 1978 admitted that during the Septem- 
ber days the partisans tried in vain to attack the National Guard in its 
barracks and fortified forts and that it was much easier to smash it dur- 
ing its movement on roads (incidentally, the Cuban "barbudos” in Sierre 
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Maestre reached the same conclusions). Most importantly, an essentially 
unified military command was established, significant decisions on im- 
proving the coordination of front activities were adopted and the build- 
up and preparation of forces for the decisive battle proceeded at rapid 
rates. 


Somoza overestimated his temporary tactical success. Speculating in the 
slogan "either Somoza or communism," he tried to organize an invesion 
into the territory of neighboring Costa Rica under the pretext of "pur- 
suing" the partisans. However, he ran into a unified front of democratic 
states in Latin America. In particular, Panama, Mexico and Venezuela an- 
nounced their readiness to come to the aid of Costa Rica. As the first 
measure General Torrijos, commander of the National Guard Of Panama, sent 
four combat helicopters and Venezuela sent two Canberra jet fighter bom- 
bers, two turboprop bombers and one big transport aircraft. 


The campaign of protest condemning Somoza's provocative actions spread 
throughout Latin American countries. The dictator had to stop his ag- 
gresion against Costa Rica. Meanwhile, international assistance arrived 
in Nicaragua in a continuous flow. A group of Panamanian volunteers 
headed by Hugo Spadafora, Panama's former deputy minister of health (he 
died not long before the victory), came to the aid of the patriots and a 
detachment of 300 Costa Kicans took their position in battle formation on 
the front of struggle against the dictetorship. As during previous years, 
when August Ceuar Sandino was smashing the invaders, the ranks of the San- 
dinists included Mexicans, Salvadorans, Hondurans and Columbians. Money 
was needed to buy weapons and ammunition. It came from those who ex- 
pressed solidarity with the Sandino front. Salvadoran patriots placed 10 
million dollars at the disposal cf their brothers, Venezuelans collected 

2 million dollars, 1 million dollars came from Sweden and the Nicaraguans 
themselves obtained about 1 million dollars as a result of the revolution- 
ary expropriation cf banks and contributions imposed on the families of 
the satraps of the dictatorship. Even in the United States money was 
raised successfully for the Sandinists. In July Ernesto Cardenal, a rep- 
resentative of the front, told journalists: "Our efforts in the United 
States have been quite successful. Big sums have been collected in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and other cities. Funds have been raised mainly 
during showings of Sandinist documentary films, the tickets for which were 
sold at quite a high price--5 dollars." This fact was of tremendous im- 
portance, because Western journalists wanted at any cost to obtain 
"proofs" that the Sandino National Liberation Front received help from 
socialist countries. Then it would be simpler and more convenient to be- 
gin a campaign to discredit it. 


Weapons were bought with the collected money. True, the Sandinist detach- 
ments fought mainly with weapons captured from the National Guard. How- 
ever, they also had many weapons of European (in particular, Portuegese), 
American and even Chinese origin. No matter how hard the opponents of the 
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Sandinists tried to demonstrate their connection with Cuba or other so- 
cialist countries, all these attempts came to nothing. In December 1978 
E. Pastora told a correspondent of the West German journal SPIEGEL: "Dur- 
ing the entire long struggle of the Sandino National Liberation Front So- 
moza did not succeed in presenting any Soviet weapon so that later he 
could intimidate the people with the Cuban threat.” This reflected the 
political maturity of the military leaders of the Sandinists, who did not 
allow themselves to be caught in the propaganda trap. 


While the final preparations for the decisive offensive were being made, 
the process of shattering Somoza's rear intensified. The so-called Wide 
Opposition Front, which united a kind of "legal" opposition representing 
the circles of the national bourgeoisie, was established in Nicaragua. 
The front program was very restrained in its social and economic princi- 
ples, but it called for an unconditional departure of the Somoza family 
from the political arena. This organization became an important compo- 
nent of the anti-Somoza movement. The Sandinists and the Wide Opposition 
Front did not hide their differences in the approach to the solution of 
fundamental national problems. For example, this was clearly stated by 
Herman Pomarez, commander of the Sandinist northern front, in an inter- 
view given to the journal BOHEMIA in February 1979: "The Wide Opposition 
Front and the Sandino National Liberation Front hold different positions. 
The Wide Opposition Front aspires only for a change of power and for the 
preservation of the existing economic and political structures. It 
emerged for this. We, however, want not only to renovate the facade. 

We and all the working people of Nicaragua want to change the system of 
government." 


Not all the currents in the anti-Somoza opposition in Nicaragua are rep- 
resented in the Sandino front or in the Wide Opposition Front. There is 
also an intermediary group, the so-called "Group of the 12," which ex- 
presses the ideas of the liberal democratic intclligentsia and advanced 
clergy. However, it played an important role as the binding element in 
the unified anti-Somoza movement. These three political organizations 
established close contacts and, finally, in May 1979 agreed to form the 
Council of National Revival consisting of five members with headquarters 
in Costa Rica. 


Sergio Ramirez Mercado, a 36-year old lawyer and writer representing the 
"Group of the 12," became the council's actual leader. The other council 
member-- 36-year old Alfonso Robelo--representative of business circles, 
held posts of manager of various private companies and banks and was ac- 
tive in the Wide Opposition Front. Violeta Barrios, the widow of Pedro 
Joaquin Chamorro, is also a member of the council. Her husband died, op- 
posing the dictatorship, and her son fought in the ranks of the Sandi- 
nists. The two remaining members of the council represent the "old guard" 
of the Sandinists. They are Moises Hassan, professor of higher mathe- 
matics at National University, who comes from the family of a Palestin- 
ian refugee, and Daniel Ortega, a 33-year old political and military 
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leader of the Sandinists. He participated in the fighting together with 
his brother Umberto and his two other brothers died in battles against 
the National Guard. Such membership of the supreme political organs of 
the Nicaraguan revolution personifies the unity of all the strata of Ni- 
caraguan patriots. The establishment of the council put the internation- 
al recognition of the anti-Somoza movement on the agenda. The atmosphere 
around Somoza became ever more strained. 


In October 1978 Washington diplomacy began a series of maneuvers for the 
purpose of removing Somoza, preserving the sanctity of his regime. The 
United States proposed a plan for a plebiscite on the question of Somoza's 
fate. It was assumed that under international control Nicaraguan voters 
without any registration would answer "yes" or "no" to the question of the 
desirability of Somoza'’s stay in the post of the country's president. In 
case of a defeat the dictator would leave the country for a period of 3 
years. Even the most conservative circles of the internal opposition 
agreed with this plan, but Anastasio Somoza rejected the U.S. proposals on 
the basis that they represented "foreign intervention” in Nicaragua's in- 
ternal affairs. Then the State Department took another step to meet the 
dictator half way: It was proposed that international control be replaced 
with Nicaraguan control. However, Somoza did not agree to this either. 

He realized that such a plebiscite would be considered his political fias- 
co in the country. Im response the Americans recalled their ambassador 
from Managua. Somoza stubbornly continued to state that he would not 
leave before the expiration of the term of his presidential mandate in 
1961. 


The decisive offensive of the Sandinists began on 28 May 1979. Battles 
spread immediately on all fronts. The army of 5,000 patriots with the ac- 
tive support of wide popular masses began military actions against the Na- 
tional Guard, which was numerically reinforced after the September upris- 
ing, totaling about 12,000 soldiers and officers. Often partisan actions 
were combined with position battles between two regular armies. The mil- 
itary training, organization and, most importantly, high moral spirit of 
the Sandinist fighters had an immediate effect on the battle results. 

They won one victory after another. After 1 month of fighting all the 
country’s main cities, with the exception of the capital and the city of 
Granada, were in the hands of the patriots. No one doubted that things 
were coming to a head. 


On 21 June U.S. Secretary of State Vance at a hastily convened conference 
of the foreign ministers of OAS members proposed the establishment of "in- 
ter-American armed forces," which would undertake the "pacification" of 
Nicaragua. This proposal was rejected by the majority of the votes of 
Latin American countries. Later the press reported that Vance did not ad- 
vocate such an action, but Brzezinski, the president's national security 
adviser, insisted on an attempt to force such a decision through. Never- 
theless, in his speech Vance for the first time openly supported Somoza's 
resignation. 
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One by one Latin American countries (Panama, Costa Rica, Peru, Mexico, 

Brazil and so forth) recognized the Council of National Revival as the 

legal representative of the Nicaraguan people and broke off their rela- 
tions with Somoza. 


How to explain the circumstance that the dictator, who for all practical 
purposes was blockaded in the capital and was in complete international 
isolation with a balance o: power changing not in his favor every day, 
stubbornly continued to wage a bloody civil war? By the fact that the 
United States tried to gain time for political maneuvers in order to pre- 
vent an “undesirable alternative” in Nicaragua. The State Department 
sent special envoy W. Bowdler to Costa Rica with instructions to obtain 
an expanded membership of the Council of National Revival by including a 
number of Nicaraguan conservatists in it. Lists of politicians pleasing 
to the United States were made. Assistant Secretary of State Vaky was 
sent on a similar mission to Venezuela. The United States wanted to take 
advantage of the prestige of the governments of these countries, as well 
as of Mexico, to exert appropriate pressure on Nicaraguan patriots. How- 
ever, all the efforts to "dilute" the council proved to be unsuccessful. 
Then the envoys turned their energy to stipulating certain settlement 
conditions advantageous for Somoza and the United States. As long as 
they had the last trump card in the form of the dictator senselessly re- 
sisting in the capital, they tried to stipulate the retention (even if 
partial) of the National Guard as the armed force of Nicaragua, demanded 
guarantees that Somoza's supporters would not be subjected to repressions 
and so forth. However, these maneuvers did not produce any results. U. 
S. diplomacy suffered a total defeat. 


In Nicaragua Pezzullo, the newly appointed U.S. ambassador (who did not 
even present his credentials to Somoza, because the end of the regime 

was obvious to all), rushed about in the search for a Nicaraguan bakhtiar. 
He offered the post of president to Ismael Reyes, director of the Nicara- 
guan Red Cross, but the latter declined the offer, stating that such 
things should not be discussed seriously without the knowledge and con- 
sent of the Sandinists. The ambassador tried to convince young officers 
in the National Guard to remain in the country, not to flee abroad and to 
become the support for a political figure acceptable to the United States. 


The confusion of the American representatives also reflected the mood in 
the United States itself. On the one hand, Assistant Secretary of State 
Vaky stated: "No negotiations, mediation or compromise can be reached 
with the Somoza Government. There is too much blood, to much hatred and 
too big a polarization to make this possible." On the other hand, former 
President Nixon, who came to Mexico at that time to visit the former Ira- 
nian shah, publicly condemned the policy of U.S. Government, which left 
people loyal to it to the mercy of fate. Macdonald, a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives (from the State of Georgia) was also in favor of 
active U.S. intervention in the events in Nicaragua on the side of Somo- 
za. The U.S. ambassador to Nicaragua was startled when, arriving at the 
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"bunker" for negotiations with the dictator, he met there Murphy, a demo- 
cratic congressman from the State of New York, who was Somoza's loyal 
friend from the time of their joint study at a military college. Murphy 
invariably was present during all the negotiations between Somoza and 
various mediators. He announced the following to journalists: "It is not 
a question of Somoza, but of Nicaragua and U.S. interests. The uprising 
of the Sandinists is the work of the Cubans, Venezuelans, Panamanians and 
Costa Ricans. This is a second Vietnam, but this time in our hemisphere." 


Under the influence of such hysterical anticommunists the United States 
sent a warship with a detachment of paratroopers and four helicopters on 
board to the shores of Nicaragua. Without the knowledge of the Costa 
Rican Government a detachment of American helicopters and a group of mil- 
itary experts arrived in the region of the city of Liberia in the north of 
Costa Rica allegedly to set up a communication center with the U.S. Em 
bassy. These suspicious actions of Washington attracted the attention of 
wide public circles. At the demand of the Government of Costa Rica the 
Americans were forced to leave. All the usual tricks and devices were 
foiled owing to the patriots’ vigilance and activity. Several days later 
Carter admitted: "It would be a mistake for the Americans to assume or 
state that each time, when there is an evolutionary, or even stormy, change 
in our hemisphere, in some way this is the result of a secret and wide in- 
tervention of the Cubans. In Nicaragua the essence of the matter is that 
the government in power--the Somoza regime--lost the confidence of the Nic- 
araguan people.” 


The end of that regime came on the evening of 17 July. Francisco Urcuyo, 
chairman of the parliament, who was a relative of the dictator, made the 
last violent attempt to retain power. He stayed in the post of president 
for 36 hours. Fearing the people’. revenge, military pilots, who had 
bombed the country's cities barbarically, fled to the neighboring coun- 
tries where all the main leaders of the National Guard also sought shel- 
ter. On 19 July in such an atmosphere Col Fuljencio Larga Espada amounced 
the unconditional surrender of the National Guard over the radio and tele- 
vision and ordered the laying down of arms at the place of service, as 
well as in churches, Red Cross centers or foreign embassies. 


After the victory of the revolution the country began to organize a new 
life. The State Council of Nicaragua consisting of 33 people representing 
all the main political organizations and patriotic associations that part- 
icipated in the fight against the Somoza dictatorship was formed. A tem- 
porary government of 18 ministers was established. The State Council and 
the government jointly exercise legislative power in the country. The old 
Somoza constitution was abolished. The National Guard was dissolved. A 
new patriotic army was formed on the basis of the revolutionary forces of 
the Sandinists and detachments of the people's militia necessary for main- 
taining order and repulsing individual groups of contrarevolutionaries, 
which here and there tried to complicate the situation, were established 
everywhere. 
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Representatives of various political currents work in a spirit of cooper- 
ation in the new government bodies. If one judges from the reports of 
the American press, the United States counts on the emergence and agita- 
tion of internal differences among the leadership of the Nicaraguan revo- 
lution. Constantly exaggerating rumors about the different ideological 
nuances of individual groups of patriots and intimidating some with oth- 
ers, American officials try to arouse mutual distrust and suspicion among 
the leaders of the victorious people, taking advantage of the fact that 
among them there is no leader greatly surpassing others in his experience, 
training and prestige. However, from the very beginning collective lead- 
ership was the characteristic feature of the Nicaraguan revolution and it 
proved its value. 


The new government faces tremendous tasks connected with the country's 
economic rehabilitation and development. In the course of the civil war 
more than 50,000 people, that is, 2 percent of the total population, died 
and 600,000 residents were forced to leave their homes, which were in the 
military action zone. Most of the harvest of cotton and other agricul- 
tural crops was lost. The government treasury is empty. The country 
owes 1.2 billion dollars to foreign creditors. 


The temporary government appealed to all the countries throughout the 
world to give help to the Nicaraguan people. Transport airplanes with 
peaceful freight began to arrive at the capital's airport. Help in the 
form of food and drugs arrived from a number of countries, including Cuba 
and the Soviet Union. By government decree all the property belonging to 
the Somoza family was confiscated. It can become a significant basis for 
the state cooperative sector of the economy. Ac -ording to preliminary 
plans the economy of Nicaragua will be mixed. Private property and pri- 
vate bank deposits will be respected, but other forms of property will 
also be developed. In the interest of mobilization of financial resources 
the government declared the nationalization of all local banks and foreign 
banks were deprived of the right to replenish their reserves from the pop- 
ulation's deposits. Foreign capital will not be nationalized. 


The government is primarily concerned with the rehabilitation of the coun- 
try's economy and with the solution of the most urgent problems connected 
with feeding hundreds of thousands of hungry people, preventing the onset 
of epidemics and giving shelter to people. 


The foreign political line of the new government is also being defined. 
First of all, this is the entry into the movement of nonalignment. It is 
not simple for it to establish relations with the United States, which 
supported Somoza until the last moment. S. Ramirez said the following 

not long before the victory: "We seek the establishment of relations bet- 
ween the new government of Nicaragua and all the countries throughout the 
world, including the United States. As a sovereign country ve will demand 
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that the relations with the U.S. Government be built on the basis of mu- 
tual respect. Of course, from now on Washington will have to get used 
to the idea that it will no longer have obedient regimes in Nicaragua.” 


The United States has recognized the new government and is trying to es- 
tablish contacts with the leaders of Nicaragua. In any event, on the 

part of the American Administration there is a noticeable desire not to 
look for aggravations, but rather to try "to warmly clasp” the revolu- 
tionary regime in Nicaragua "in its arms" by providing various assistance. 
True, all the council members publicly spcke in the spirit that the coun- 
try was ready to accept American assistance, but without political or 
other conditions. 


The relations between Nicaragua and its Central American neighbors will 
be formed in different ways. Whereas Costa Rica and Panama supported the 
Nicaraguan people in their struggle, its northern neighbors--El Salvador 
and Guatemala--held an openly hostile position with respect to the Sandi- 
nists. "... We will demand," said S. Ramirez, "from the military govern- 
ments of El Salvador and Guatemala... respect on a mutual basis.” WNica- 
ragua announced its intention to leave the Central American military al- 
liance. 


Political observers drew attention to the fact that the Nicaraguan leader- 
ship sent a high-ranking delegation to Cuba for the celebration of the an- 
niversary of the assault on the Moncada barracks on 26 July 1979. It in- 
cluded two members of the Council of National Revival--Alfonso Robelo and 
Moises Hassan--as well as Ernesto Cardenal, the newly appointed minister 
of culture, and Umberto Ortega, one of the leaders of the Sandinist army. 
Fidel Castro, who received them, highly evaluated the victory of the Nic- 
araguan patriots. 


It is quite natural that the new government cannot easily forget who was 
the enemy of the Nicaraguan people throughout the long struggle against 
the Somoza dictatorship and who gave it moral and other assistance in 
this unequal and difficult war. However, one thing is clear: Honest 
patriots wishing their people peace, flourishing, restoration cf nation- 
al dignity and a proper place in the Latin American and world community 
came to power in Nicaragua. 


The feelings of the Soviet people are clearly and fully expressed in the 
message sent by L. I. Brezhnev to the Temporary Democratic Government of 
National Revival of Nicaragua: “The Soviet Union, following the firm 
principles of its peace loving foreign policy based on respect for the 
sacred right of every nation and every country to choose its path of 
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development, expressed readiness to normalize diplomatic relations and 
to develop all-around contacts with Nicaragua for the good of the people 
of both countries in the interest of strengthening universal peace and 
international cooperation." 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Nauka", "Latinskaya Amerika", 1979 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


WHEELOCK TAKES OVER FARM--In the company of hundreds of peasants who work 
at the farm El Canon, on the southern road, Jaime Wheelock, commander of 
the revolution and farming and livestock development minister, has inter- 
vened, on behalf of the state. His intervention involved a coffee farm 
owned by Renato Arana y Arna, who did not want the workers to carry out their 
coffee picking tasks, thus blocking production on the farm. The interven- 
tion, Wheelock told the peasants, was to protect production, The peasants 
are now working without any meddling on the part of the Arana family or the 
farm's administrator. The problem that arose on the farm of some 3,000 
manzanas was outlined to Wheelock during the big peasant march Sunday. At 
that time the farm workers asked the authorities to confiscate the property 
and to promptly intervene to enable them to fill the idle lands. (?Dennis) 
Castro, an official of the legal department of the Agrarian Reform Institute 
(INRA), noted today that Wheelock assumed responsibility for the property 
at the attorney general's office [procuraduria de justicia]. He added that 
the lawyers of the attorney general's office are already taking charge of 
the case. Meanwhile, the Aranas are making efforts before judicial authori- 
ties through their lawyers to obtain the farm back. This is the second 
property to be taken over by Wheelock because of their owners’ refusal to 
increase production and because they mistreated the peasants and refused to 
pay them their social benefits, [Text] [PA192202 Managua Radio Sandino 

in Spanish 1800 GMT 19 Feb 80 PA} 


TAX ON PATRIMONY--In view of the fact that the reconstruction of our country 
requires the concourse, support and participation of Nicaraguans who are 
interested in this patriotic effort, the National Tax Directorate announced 
this afternoon, through Fernando Guzman, the official in charge, that it 
will be necessary to implement the law of patriotic contribution on patrimony, 
which consists of payment of 6 percent of the net patrimony of the taxpayer 
as of 30 June 1979. Guzman said the tax will be applied only to persons 
whose assets exceed 100,000 cordobas. These provisions are established in 
Decree 171 published in the official gazette. The tax will be payable in 
three installments. The first will be due before 30 June 1980; the second 
before 30 June 1981 and the third before 30 June 1982, The tax director 
said that, although this tax will not be applicable to all Nicaraguans, 

they are all ol liged to file a declaration of assets before 30 March on a 
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form to be distributed at all tax offices in the country. The National Tax 
Directorate hopes to obtain 250 million cordobas from this tax yearly. Im- 
plementation of this new tax, which will also be applied to foreigners re- 
siding in our country and Nicaraguans residing abroad, is designed to control 
large landholders and enterprises which evade taxes. Employees of the tax 
office are confident that all Nicaraguans will go to the tax offices to 

file their property declarations, thereby establishing the bases for the 
preparation of a new tax registry, which will in turn be used for assigning 

a new number to all taxpayers. [Text] [PA201255 Managua Radio Sandino 

in Spanish 0300 GMT 20 Feb 80 PA} 


PROPERTY CLAIMS AGAINST GOVERNMENT--Managua, 13 Feb (ACAN-EFE)-~-The Sandinist 
government has set a 30-day deadline for Nicaraguans who have had their 
property confiscated or infringed upon after the victory of the revolution 

to challenge those actions at the attorney general's office. The confisca- 
tions and infringements took place after decrees were passed which ordered 
the transfer to the state of "all assets of the Somoza family and those 

who enriched themselves with the protection of the governments of the pre- 
vious regime." The Nicaraguan reconstruction government junta yesterday 
issued a decree which permits persons or legal entities wherever they may 
live to personally appear to demand the return of the property they believe 
has been unjustly infringed upon by any national or municipal authority. 

The law includes the bank accounts which might have been frozen or restricted 
by the attorney general's office. In the case of companies, the partners 

who held legal representation before 19 July 1979--the day when the revolu- 
tionary government took power after the overthrow of President Somoza--will 
appear in person. The claim process will be open to evidence for 30 days; 
this period cannot be extended. After the evidence is examined, the attorney 
general will issue a just ruling: Either the release and return of the 
property or its definitive confiscation. The persons who do not make use 

of the right which the law grants them within 30 days will lose their property 
which will remain in the hands of the state without any indemnification. 
[Text] [PA141916 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0312 GMT 14 Feb 80 PA] 


GUESTS ARRIVE FOR CELEBRATION--Three prominent internationalists who engaged 
actively in General Sandino's struggle against Yankee intervention are in 
Nicaragua to participate in the commemoration [of Sandino's death] here in 
free Nicaragua. They are Sara Pascual, Andres Garcia and Gustavo Machado. 
Machado is secretary general of the Communist Party of Venezuela. Companera 
Doris Tijerino Haslam, Sandinist National Liberation Front international 
relations secretary, introduced the companeros and highlighted the work of 
the “hands eff Nicaragua" committee in which they participated. Companera 
Tijerino introduced Sara Pascual, from fraternal Cuba, who recounted what 

the hero's personality means to the continent. [Begin recording] [Question] 
I would like to ask you to [words indistinct] what General Sandino's struggle 
meant. [Answer] To us Cubans and all Latin American peoples, Sandino's 
example has been and still is a stimulus and an assurance vis-a-vis imper- 
ialism, Because he rose up almost alone, apparently with little strength 

but backed by the great strength of the people, their need to be free, and 
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with weapons in hand and a (?single) determination, he set the example for 
America and the world of a real patriot who neither is defeated nor surren- 
ders. To us Sandino set a very great example. [End recording] [Excerpt] 
{[PA192203 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 19 Feb 80 PA] 


TRADE WITH COSTA RICA--Trade between Costa Rica and Nicaragua in 1979 re- 

sulted in a surplus of 120 million cordobas for Nicaragua. The result was 
unexpected as Nicaraguan exports had been expected to drop in view of last 
year's civil war. [PA191854 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 30 Jan 80 p 4 PA] 


MEXICAN DOCTORS' ASSISTANCE--The Autonomous University of Puebla will be 
sending doctors to Nicaragua in line with an agreement signed some time 

ago between the university and the Nicaraguan Government of National Recon- 
struction, Dr Aleco Herrera Mora, president of the Puebla University Hos- 
pital, is coordinating the trip. The university doctors will work in Nica- 
ragua for a period of from 6 to 12 months. [PA191854 San Salvador Radio 
Cadena Central in Spanish 1303 GMT 16 Feb 80 PA] 


ENERGY CONSERVATION BROADCASTS--The imminent fuel price hike next week 
compels us to think more and more seriously about the need to improve 
the collective transportation service, undertake an energy conservation 
campaign and establish more appropriate procedures to reduce the use of 
gasoline and other oil byproducts. For instance, premium gasoline will 
cost more than 22 cordobas and regular gasoline 19 cordobas. In sum, 
this is an almost 50 percent hike, which will deal a serious blow to our 
economy. This requires a more rational use of vehicles, more profes- 
sional driving practices and more efficient saving. Always trying to 
determine what concerns our people and to serve the community, with 
tomorrow morning's 0600 cast Atabal Sandinista will begin to air a 
number of reports and suggestions on the best way to conserve gasoline, 
what we can do to use less and save more, what else we can do so the 
fuel price hike will not affect us so much. Listen for these reports 
during Atabal Sandinista with general interest news. [Text] [PA152148 
Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA] 





ROVING ENVOY TO EUROPE--The Nicaraguan Government has recently appointed 
Aquiles Centeno Perez roving ambassador to the Nicaraguan embassies in 
Europe. Centeno Perez will soon leave for Budapest where he will have 

his main office. [PA152345 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 9 Feb 80 p 12 PA] 


SHIPMENT FROM U.S.--Some 14,000 tons of raw materials to produce ferti- 
lizers arrived here from the United States yesterday. The government 
invested $2.5 million to make this purchase which will be used by a new 
state firm under the Nicaraguan Agrarian Reform Institute called PROAGRO. 
It will produce fertilizers, insecticices and other agricultural produc- 
tion materials. [PA152345 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 

14 Feb 80 PA} 
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YACHT CAPTURED--Richard Lugo, official in charge of coast guard units, 
has reported the capture of the yacht "Diana." The yacht is the property 
of the state, since it belonged to the Somozists who fled upon the triumph 
of the revolution. The yacht contained a large shipment of contraband 
articles and marihuana. The authorities also arrested two Nicaraguans, 
one Colombian and one German citizen who were members of the crew. The 
yacht was captured when it had engine trouble in Nicaraguan territorial 
waters on its way to San Andres Island. [PA152345 Managua Radio Sandino 
in Spanish 1200 GMT 12 Feb 80 PA] 


NEW PENITENTIARY OFFICIAL--Companero Jose Maria Alvarado became official 
in charge of the national penitentiary system effective on 11 February. 
He replaces Companero Francisco de Asis Fernandez. [PA152345 Managua 
Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 12 Feb 80 PA] 


INDUSTRY MINISTER ON REGIONAL INTEGRATION--Managua, 14 Feb (ACAN-EFE)-- 
The economy ministers of the five Central American nations will meet in 
San Jose next week to discuss the integration of the region. Nicaraguan 
Foreign Trade Minister Alejandro Martinez Cuenca, who has been assigned 
to the Central American Common Market, will represent the revolutionary 
government at the meeting. Industry Minister Fernando Guzman today told 
ACAN-EFE that Nicaragua continues to study its future stand toward the 
Central American Economic Community. "We are continuing to function 
within this process of integration despite its marked deterioration. 

Our government definitely advocates a prompt reorganization of this 
process,” the official said. Guzman added that the Sandinist revolution 
believes that regional integration directly benefits the people. He 
added: "We want to be part of a society that will include the integra- 
tion of energy, transportation, medicines and other policies which should 
be defined in addition to the industrial and commercial integration." He 
stressed that the contacts at the ministerial level which had been 
suspended because of severai reasons will be resumed next week in San 
Jose. He said that he expects that a more formal and effective meeting 
will be programmed from this one. [Text] [PA151509 Panama City ACAN in 
Spanish 0103 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA) 


LOANS TO FARMERS--The National Development Bank [BND] is expediting [the 
issuance of] credits to small and large farmers in order to initiate the 
process of economic reactivation during the 1980-1981 farming cycle. 

The BND is making short-term credits available to farmers at low interest 
rates to reactivate the economy and more specifically to meet the people's 
priority needs. [Excerpt] [PA151616 Manague Radio Sandino in Spanish 
1200 GMT 15 Feb 80 PA] 


PEOPLE'S PHARMACIES CREATED--Health Deputy Minister Juan Ignacio 
Gutierrez today reported thet the people's pharmacies will start operating 
in late February as a pilot ' These pharmacies are being established 
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in response to a just need to bring the prices of medicines down so that 
most people can obtain them. The Health Ministry is, therefore, trying 
to eliminate the international commercialization, the hoarding and black 
market of medicines caused by irresponsible persons who work against the 
health of the people. These pharmacies will operate in the Managua 
health centers and hospitals. [PA152345 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 


0300 GMT 14 Feb 80 PA] 
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PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL--Panamanian President Aristides Royo on 21 January 
appointed Luis Arrieta Aleman as the new director of protocol. [PA192039 
Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 24 Jan 80 p 40 PA] 


NEW CONEP CHAIRMAN--Well-known businessman Dulcidio Gonzalez has been 
elected new chairman of the National Council of Private Enterprise [Consejo 
Nacional de la Empresa Privada--CONEP]. Other businessmen who were elected 
to the CONEP Board of Directors are: Alfonso Herrera y Franco, vice presi- 
dent; Arnulfo Arauz, secretary; and Ezequiel de la Fuente, treasurer. 
[PA192039 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 20 Jan 80 p 1 PA} 
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ST. KITTS 


REPORTAGE ON GENERAL ELECTIONS 
General Electiouis 
FL181747 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 18 Feb 80 FL 


[Text] There were long queues outside polling stations as voting began 
this morning in the St Kitts-Nevis general elections. Polling opened in 
bright sunshine following the heavy showers last night which spoiled plans 
for a massive final meeting in the capital by Premier Lee Moore's ruling 
Labor Party and the opposition People's Action Movement led by Dr Kennedy 
Simmonds. The Labor Party, which has held power for 28 years, has said it 
still has the caliber of leadership to take the country forward, and it 
has predicted that it will take all seven St Kitts seats. 


The People's Action Movement, on the other hand, has charged that the 
present government was incapable of running the country efficiently and 
has been campaigning on a program of massive tax relief, development of 
tourism and upgrading of the social services. Over 20,000 voters are 
registered and there are nine parliamentary seats et stake. 


Ruling Party Confident 
F1,182050 Kingston Domestic Service in English 2030 GMT 18 Feb 80 FL 


[Excerpts] The ruling St Kitts Labor Party has said today that it is 
confident of winning a landslide victory in the island's pre-independence 
general election. It is reported that (?polling) was heavy this morning 
at many of the 78 polling places. 


The two main parties contesting today's election are the Labor Party and 

the People's Action Movement. The Labor Party in previous elections has 

won all seven seats at stake on the island of St Kitts. Both parties have 
conceded that the two seats on the island of Nevis are certain to be re- 
tained by the Nevis Reformation Party. The country is to become independent 
early this year according to a decision reached in London last December. 
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Opposition Might Form Coalition 
FL191605 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 19 Feb 80 FL 


[Text] There is now some uncertainty as to which party will be the new 
government of St Kitts. The St Kitts-Nevis Labor Party which has held 
power for 28 years won four seats to emerge the majority party among the 
three which went to the polls. But it cannot alone form a government in 
the nine-member house of assembly. 


The opposition People’s Action Movement won three seats and the Nevis 
Reformation Party won two. The leadership of both parties was today 
reported to be having discussions and there is a strong indication that 
they will move to form a coalition government with (Sean Donnell) of the 
Nevis Reformation Party as premier. However Premier Lee Moore says he 
will not be prepared to hand over power unless he receives a formal state-~ 
ment about the coalition. 





New Government 
FL192026 Kingston Domestic Service in English 2030 GMT 19 Feb 80 FL 


[Text] Governor Sir Pobyn Inniss this afternoon appointed a new govern- 
ment for St Kitts-Nevis and called for national cohesion to take the country 
forward. The appointment as premier of Dr Kennedy Simmonds, leader of the 
People’s Action Movement [PAM], follows general elections yesterday and the 
decision by the PAM and the Nevis Reformation Party to form a coalition 
government. Arising from the coalition the head of the Labor Party, Lee 
Moore, resigned as premier of the twin island state. 


Three cabinet posts and a junior ministry have gone to Simmonds’ PAM with 
the premier himself having additional responsibilities for home affairs, 
external affairs, trade, development and industry, and two ministries, in- 
cluding the important finance portfolio, are held by the Nevis Reformation 
Varty which retained the two seats it held in the previous pariiament. 


Meanwhile, colleagues and partners Dr Simmonds and Dr Simeon Daniel have 
pledged to pursue policies aimed at accelerating development of the twin 
island state. The two leaders also told newsmen that a break in the strong- 
hold of the Labor Party which had ruled for over three decades [as heard] 
was long overdue. They added, however, that economic development was now 
the major task. 
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URUGUAY 


CENTRAL BANK COMPARES 1978, 1979 EXPORTS, IMPORTS 
Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 18 Jan 80 p 5 


[Text] ‘The Central Bank yesterday published foreign trade figures as of 
October 1979 along with a comparison of figures for the same period the 

year before, Imports increased 59 percent, exports rose 21 percent, foreign 
trade increased 59 percent and the cost of oil represented 27 percent of 
imports, which means an outlay amounting to 32 percent more than that of 

the same period in 1977, 


According to figures arrived at by the official financial institution as 

of October 1979, the trade balance shows a deficit of $250 million, As of 
that date, exports delivered came to $647 million ($683 million recorded ) 
as against $889 million in imports delivered ($1,142,559 recorded), As of 
the same date the year before, that is 1977 [as published ], the balance of 
payments deficit amounted to sone $36 million; that is to say, it was seven 
times as great, The government claims it is not concerned over the trade 
balance deficit since it is equalized by payments received, resulting in 

a surplus balance, 


Growth of Trade and Oil 


According to the figures given in the Central Bank report, and taking into 
account imports and exports that have been effected, Uruguayan foreign 

trade grew by 39 percent in comparison with the same period the year before, 
Imports were more active, showing an increase of 59 percent, while exports 
also increased, by 21 percent, The cost of importing oil accounted for 27 
percent of all imports with a rise in expenditure for that item of some 

32 percent in comparison with the same period the year before, 


It is appropriate to take note of some figures by way of better illustrating 
the situation, The figures for 1977 (in thousands of dollars) are given in 
parentheses: 


ixportss usual, 195,479 (194,578); unusual, 452,253 (339, +7425 beef, 


91,067 (79, 930); fish, 26,158 15,969); grain, 52,447 (39,767); leather 
and leather products, "420 838 100 » 046); textiles, textile products and 
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wool, 145,758 (140,465); shoes, 24,751 (24,597); transport equipment, 
14,229 (5,385); glass and glass products, 9,173 (6,505). 


Imports: food products, beverages and tobacco, 21,116 (9,373); oil and 


by-products, 243,693 (184, 233); textiles and textile products, 33,254 


(21,706); machines, appliances and electrical equipment, 115, 750 82,181 
land vehicles, 92, 711 (45,597); paper and paper products, 13,144 10, 1045, 


Meat and Wool Volumes 


And finally, the report gives the volumes of meat and wool exported during 


the same period, The picture is as follows: 


Wool (in terms of unwashed wool) 
Unwashed wool 

Washed wool 

Tops 


Beef (in terms of dressed carcasses) 
Refrigerated 

Frozen 

Canned 


11,466 
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1978 


43,947 
17,087 

7,452 
19,408 


110,149 


42,197 
59,500 
8,452 

















URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


AIR CONNECTION WITH MOROCCO--Beginning 21 February, Royal Air Maroc 

will start operating a regular airline between Montevideo and Casablanca 
with a technical stopover in Rio de Janeiro. The flights will be covered 
with Boeing 747 jet planes. [PY132025 Montevideo Radio El Espectador 
Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 13 Feb 80 PY] 


EXPORT OF DAILY PRODUCTS--During 197° Uruguay exported more than 7.8 
million kilos of dairy products totaling $14 million, according to a 
report given by the Uruguayan Technolvgical Laboratory. The main pur- 
chasing countries were Brazil, Argentina and Chile. [PY142005 Montevideo 
Radio El Espectador Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 14 Feb 80 PY] 


SOUTH ATLANTIC TREATY PROPOSAL--Uruguayan Navy Commander in Chief Vice Adm 
Hugo Marquez has stated that the constant presence of foreign ships, 
especially ships from pro-Soviet countries, in the South Atlantic Ocean 
calls for the prompt creation of a South Atlantic treaty organization. 


[Text] [PYO070255 Buenos Aires Radio Belgrano in Spanish 0130 GMT 7 Feb 80 
PY) 





SALARY INCREASE APPROVED--President Aparicio Mendez today approved a 
salary increase of 14 percent for the private and public sectors. This 
increase will be implemented as of 1 February 1980. [Montevideo Radio 
El Espectador Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 30 Jan 80 PY] 


REAL WAGES DECLINE--According to figures made public yesterday by the 
General Statistics and Census Bureau (DGC), real wages declined by 12,7 
percent in the first 9 months of 1979, The report stated that up to Sep- 
tember the index of real wages for the public sector showed a decline of 
10,71 percent, while that of the private sector dropped 14,55 percent, 
These figures are indicative of a declining tendency in the index of real 
wages of 12,7 percent, These percentages are the result of the confronta- 
tion between the evolution of the average wage index and the consumer price 
index, The average wage index rose 37,08 percent in 9 months of 1979 as 

a result of increases of 40,19 percent in the current income index for the 
public sector, The DGEC also published the details on the cost of living 
for October in which it confirmed a hike of 4,4 percent, Clothing showed 
the biggest increase with 6,2 percent, followed by housing with 3,42 per~ 
cent, food with 3,01 percent and miscellaneous categories (personal ser- 
vices, education, relief, transportation, recreation, cleaning items and 
domestic service) with 2,93 percent, [Text | [ Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 
12 Jan 80 p 12] 11466 
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